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U.8. Department Region il One Bowling Green

H New York Room 429
Of Transportation New Jersey New York, NY 10004-1415
Fede_ra_l TraI:ISIt 212-668-2170
Administration 212-668-2136 (Fax)

November 4, 2013

Mir. Marc Albrecht

Assistant Director, Grant Management
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
341 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10017-3739

Subject: MTA Long Island Rail Road East Side Access Technical Memorandum No. 7 - 37™ Street
Shaft — Construction Access

Dear Mr. Albrecht:

FTA finds that the proposed changes to construction access for the 37" Street Shaft would not cause a
change in the determination of impacts from the Current Design as described in the FEIS or Technical
Memorandums No. 3 or 4, and that further environmental analysis is not necessary. The finding is
based on MTA LIRR’s Technical Memorandum No. 7 — 37" Street Shaft — Construction Access,
dated September, 2013.

The approval date of Technical Memorandum No. 7 is November 4, 2013. This letter completes the
re-evaluation required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). If you have any
questions regarding this, please contact Ms. Leah Flax of my staff at 212.668.2170.

Sincerely,

ﬁj .
MHﬂg

Director, Planning and Program Development

cc: File




347 WMadison Avenue
MNew York, NY 10017-373¢2
212 B78-7000 Tel

Metropolitan Transporiation Authority
State of New York

September 26, 2013

Ms. Nancy Danzig

Director, Planning and Program Development
Federal Transit Administration

One Bowling Green, Room 429

New York, NY 10004-1415

Dear Msw;@/

An Environmental Re-Evaluation for the East Side Access 37th Street Construction
Access (Technical Memo No.7) is enclosed for your review and an electronic copy has
been sent to Leah Fiax of your staff. Construction access for personnel and delivery of
materials (including concrete) continues to be needed at the southern end of the tunnels.
A temporary personnel facility (trailer) housing locker rooms, showers, and bathrooms,
which would be located in the commercial parking lane on 37" Street between Park and

Madison Avenues, is also evaluated.

The proposed tunnel access plans would not resutt in significant adverse impacts and
would not cause a change in the determination of impacts from what was described in
the FEIS or subsequent documentation prepared in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

If you have any questions, please contact me or Audrey Heffernan at 646-252-4398.

Sincerely,

W (Pl

Marc Albrecht
Deputy Director, Grant Management

cC: A. Paskoff, MTACC
L. Flax, FTA G. Johnson, MTA
A. Heffernan, MTACC A. Semancik, MTA
S. Rios, MTACC

P:\MAlbrechi\CorrespondencelLetlers\FTAVFTA Re-Evaluation Tech Memo 7 Transmiltal Sept 2013.doc

The agencies of the MTA

MTA New York Cily Transit MTA Metro-Norih Railroad MTA Capital Construction
MTA Long Istand Rail Read MTA Bridges and Tunnels MTA Bus Company




ENVIRONMENTAL RE-EVALUATION CONSULTATION

Noté: The purpose of this worksheet is to assist sponsoring agencies in gathering and organizing
materials for re-evaluations vequired under the National Environmental Pelicy Act (NEPA).
Submission of the worksheet by itself does not meet NEPA requirements. FTA must concur in
writing with its determination and/or the sponscring agency's NEPA reconimendation. Contact the
FTA Region 2 office at (212) 668-2170 if you have any qucstions regarding this worlsheet. We
strongly encourage you to contact us to discuss your project changes explratlon of NEPA

determination before youfi fill out this workshcet.

For Agency Use
Date Recewed 9 §Qof E 5

Recormmendation by Planner or Enginear.

Accept Return for Revisions (] Not Eligible

[ ool P(AK

Reviewed By: __
LT

Date: O/ ?’/ %

Continents:

Concurrence by Director of Planning & Program Development
Accept Recommendation 7] Return with Comments

Tl x,«a*f £ g,;%/w

Reviewed By:
ViR
pate:_ (0 /2111

i

Comments;

Concurrence by Regional Counsel: Reviewed By:
ﬁAccept Recommendation [ Return with Comments * -
— . m—k"e.‘.. ' '
A e vr b 10 [31]13.
Cominents: V
e _
Concurrence byApprovmg Qﬂ?c:b{ cﬁ\ 'E;,} Date: _}| ! G4

Please answer the following questions, fill out the impact chart and-attach project area and site maps.

Using a site map from the previously approved NEPA document, show any project changes using a
different color, Include additional site maps to help reviewer understand project changes.

FTA, Region It Re-evaluation Worksheet

- Pagel of 12




REASON FOR RE-EVALUATION
A new construction access plan was deveioped in order to reduce cost and construction risk, and mitigate

eritical path schedule delays. Unacceptable bids were received for a contract called “Manhattan
Structures 2 and Fit-Out of Facilities”, which was to be awarded in the first quarter of 2013. As aresult
| of the unacceptable bids, that contract was divided into smaller work packages and re-bid, increasing the
number of contractors that must share tunne! access points and limited underground access routes.

Tunnel access poses a significant challenge on this project due to the linear nature of the tunnels, the
number of separate contract work areas underground, and the limited number of access points for,
personnel and materials delwery Currently, most mater;als are brought into the tunnels through Queens,
| The shafts at 37", 44™ and 50™ Streets, as well as several concrete drops, and access points within Grand
Central Terminal, are also integral to the completion of the Manhattan tunnels and concourse.

i

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT CHANGES, NEW INFORMATION OR REASON FOR DELAY IN
CONSTRUCTION

This Technical Memorandum (No. 7) proposes to extend‘?il/e:lse of the 37th Street shafts for tunnel access, &
including materials and concrete delivery and personnel access, until the second guarter of 2016, A

proposal to install a personnel facility (hog house) in the southern commercial parking lane on 37" Street

between Park and Madison Avenue near the Morgan Library (see attached Figures 1 and 2) is also

evaluated,

The FEIS design did not include the tail tracks south of GCT or the associated ventilation shafts at 37"
Street and Park Avenue, Technical Memorandum No. 3 (February 2008) described and evaluated
consiruction activities required to build the ventilation shafts including removal of street trees, relocation of
utilities, and the mining of three ventilation shafis, estimating an eight-month schedule. The work was
completed in December of 2009. An Addendum to Technical Memo No. 4 (January 2010) evaluated use of
the shafts for delivery of concrete, delivery of other matetial, and access by tunnel construction personnel as
well as the effects of drill and b]astmg and its exhaust through the 37" Street shafts,

The Addendum to Technical Memo No. 4 included the following:

hA

% Concrete Deliveries: The southernmost shaft would be used for concrete and shoterete
deliveries, Between 10 and 30 concrete trucks per day (depending on the pour size) would
supply concrete to the tunnels via a concrete pump located within the air plenum beneath the
sidewalk or in the tunnel, approximately 140 feet below the sidewalk. These deliveries would
be made between 8 AM and 7 PM on weekdays, on average about three days per week. A
maximum of four concrete mixer trucks would be in the 37th Sireet vicinity at the same time.
Two would be in the west curb lane of Park Avenue to the south of 37th Street—one
delivering concrete and one having its concrete chute washed out after completing its
delivery. The other two frucks would be in the west curb lane of Park Avenue north of 37th
Street, waiting to make their deliveries, Concrete-related deliveries are antlcxpated to be
needed for about 16 months over a 20-month period.

% Deliveries of Other Construction Matérials: The southernmost shaft would also be used for

deliveries of construction materials (formwork, rebar, etc) to support the concrete operations

in the tunnels, requiring 2 mobile crane to be stationed adjacent to the plenum, Materials
would be lowered into the tunnels via the crane. Concrete and materials deliveries would be
coordinated and would not occur at the same time. Every effort would be made to locate the
crane in the parking lane and not on the sidewalk, to minimize noise levels at adjacent

FTA, Region II ‘ Re-evaluation Worksheet Page 3 of 12




HAVE ANY NEW OR REVISED LAWS OR REGULATIONS BEEN ISSUED SINCE APPROVAL OF
THE LAST ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT THAT AFFECTS THIS PROJECT? If yes, please explain,

X NO
[Jyrs

IS THE LIST OF THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES (NMES AND USFWS) MORE THAN 6
"MONTHS OLD?

Not Applicable - The project is on 37" Street between Park and Madison Avenue, a dense urban environment, in
New York City.

WILL THE NEW INFORMATION HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO CAUSE A CHANGE IN THE
DETERMINATION OF IMPACTS FROM WHAT WAS DESCRIBED IN THE ORIGINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FOR ANY OF THE AREAS LISTED BELOW? For each impact
category, please indicate whether there will be a change in impacts. For all categories with a change,
continue to the table at the end of this worksheet and provide detailed descriptions of the impacts as
originally disclosed in prior environmental documents, describe all changes possible impacts. For a
project with delay(s) in implementation; confirm the accuracy and validity of the underlying studies. The
change in impact may be beneficial or adverse.

Transportation : [JYes [XINo —
Land Use and Econoniics [[MYes XNo
Acquisitions, Displacements, & Relocations []1Yes [XINo
Neighborhoods & Populations (Social) (] Yes No
Visual Resources & Aesthetics : [ Ye; No

- Air Quality [IYes XINo
Noise & Vibration . [JYes [XINo

Ecosystems (Vegetation/& Wildlife, incldg Endng’d Species) {lves DINo

Water Resources [JYes [XINo
Energy. & Natural Resources . [] Yes No
Geology & Soils o ' o Yes [XiNo
Hazardous Maferials S [:] Yes 7 No .
Public Services . [TYes XINo

Utilities (] Yes No
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Will these changes or new information require any new or dlffel ent mitigation measures? If yes,
describe the measures in each category.

(] Yes ENU

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: The proposed construction access plan would not canse a
change in the defermination of impacts from what was described in the FEIS or subsequent NEPA
documentation for any of the NEPA areas listed above, Further environmental analysis is not necessary.

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS:
Figure 1 Construction Access Plan
Aftachment 1 ) 37" Street Outreach Meetings

SUBMITTED BY:
By signing this, I cer ufy that to the best of my knowledge this document is complete and accurate

Name .Date:

W2efr3

Chief Envir/ozwﬁtﬁl Officd, MTACC

Submit two paper copies of this form, attachments, and a transmittal letter recommending a NEPA
finding to the address below. Submit an electronic version to your area FTA Community Planner.
Contact FTA at the number below if you are unsure who this is or if you need the email address.

. Modifications are typically necessary. When the document is approved, FTA may request addltlonai

copies.

Federal Transit Administration, Region II phone: (212) 668-2170
i Bowling Green, Room 429 fax:  (212) 668-2136

New Yoark, NY 10004
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Attachment 1
37th Street Qutreach Meetings

Property

Attendees

Date

i

1/9/200:

46 Park Avenue

Update the El Salvader Mission on Phase 2 of

Property Management construction for CM09/19
3/27/2009|Community Board 6 Full Board Update on progress of work
) di
10/20/2009}Community Board 6 East Side Access Task Force Met to discuss current proposal for additlonal
. construction activities

Property Management

Met to discuss current proposal for additional

10/30/2

/30/2009]50 Park Avenue s construction activitles

11/11/2009|Community Board 6 East Side Access Task Force Update on progress of work
12/9/2008|Community Board 6 Full Board Update on progress of work

12/14/2009{Community Board 6 East Side Access Task Force/ NYCDDC Update on progress of work

2/8/2010{41 Park Avenue Property Management Update on progress of work

3/10/2010{Community Board 6 Full Board Update on progress of work
3/16/2010}52 Park Avneue Tenants/ Property Management Community ite visit meeting

American Scandinvia House 58 Park

Mat to discuss concerns about trailers along sidewalk in

Ave

6/23/2010 |
123/ Ave Property Management front of building
’ " , Site visit - discuss possibility of moving storage
7/21f2010 American Scandinvia House 58 Park Praperty Management equipment as well as the installation of planters and

slgnage

11/1/2011

Community Board 6

East Side Access Task Force

Update on progress of work

12/3/2011|Community Board & East Side Access Task Force “|Update on progress of work
4/5/2012{Community Board 6 East Side Access Task Force Update on progress of work
4/5/2012{50 Park Avenue iTenants / Property Management Update on progress of work
Union League Club 3BE :
5/11/2012 37th Streat Attorney/Property Management Met to discuss agreement
8/16/201250 Park Avenue Tenant Site visit - Observation from 16th floor of work below

i)

4/22/2013

B

Community Board 6

District Manager

SC sed wi hebestway t;‘Jj
rpoceed In terms of getting public input on the
personnel facility, ]

Briefed new District Manager on upcoming work for

8/16/2013|Community Board 6 District Manager CME0S and discussed optlons for informing the

: community
ol oy g, e 00 s
9/18/2013|Community Board 6 East Side Access Task Force :2221 '::‘ZE::EO;‘li:tizgrt;f::fzgo;%mmumw merﬁbers
oo B T ety ens A e o e e s
9/24/2013 x:;?sa:nlfﬂ\l::w 225 Property Management z:g?(\; r—l‘:t}i:rllefit:zgeflﬁz;;: :(n?;optig:ntsof;?‘gzzhetic

treatiment of trailer,




