
Attachment B

Comments Received



Attachment B: Comments Received 

This document includes copies of all public and agency comments received on the May 2021 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Metro-North Railroad Penn Station Access Project 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. See Attachment A for the list of 
organizations and individuals who commented on the EA and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation. 
Attachment A also summarizes and responds to all of the comments included below. 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. TIM RAGAZZO: Hello, everybody. Thank you for having 

us, having me here tonight. I'm representing State Senator 

Mario Mattera who is the ranker on the Senate's Corporations 

Authority and Commissions Committee. As a new state senator, he 

is here -- we are here tonight to learn from all the speakers 

and listen to everything that is being said and really 

appreciate the opportunity to take part in this event tonight. 

Thank you to the MTA and to all the speakers and we look forward 

to working with everybody in the future. Thank you.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. MICHAEL PRESS: Good evening. My name is Mike Press. 

I'm the legislative director for State Senator Shelley Mayer who 

serves the 37th Senate District representing New Rochelle and 

other central communities along the New Haven Line including 

Portchester, Rye City, Harrison, Mamaroneck, and Larchmont. And 

I'll be delivering comments on Senator Mayer's behalf. 

Expansion of the MTA services is of critical importance for 

Senator Mayer's constituents and for neighboring communities. 

This project will bring need for new options for community and 

other travel between Westchester and the west side of Manhattan 

by connecting New Rochelle to Penn Station through the Bronx. 

Combined with enhancements to existing rail infrastructure 

including the New Rochelle, this direct access option to the 

East Bronx on the Westside of Manhattan is a major win for 

Senator Mayer's constituents who ride the New Haven Line and for 

the region as a whole. 

In addition to reduced travel times and increased transit 

convenience, benefits of this project include new opportunities 

for jobs, education and commerce for Westchester residents 

traveling to the city and the Bronx as well as for those seeking 

economic opportunity in the suburbs through the increasingly 

important reverse commute. Also important is encouraging post- 

COVID return to work through new transportation options with 

special consideration for making it easier for our essential 

workers to get to their job particularly with regard to 

healthcare workers reaching major health centers in the Bronx. 

The project will additionally enable new intercommunity 

engagement and connectivity in providing environmental benefits 

through reduced vehicle miles travel thereby cutting back on 
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congestion and emissions. To encourage an environmental 

assessment, states that only limited impact will result and that 

it proposes measures to address identified expected impacts. 

A project of this scale entails a variety of community 

environmental effects and Senator Mayer urges the MTA and other 

responsible agencies to take this process very seriously and 

work hard to ensure that all impacts and concerns are thoroughly 

addressed through engagement, collaboration, and if necessary, 

openness to modifications. Many Long Island sound commuters 

rely on the New Haven Line and expect the MTA to be good and 

responsible neighbors. Senator Mayer trusts that the remainder 

of the processes carried out with professionalism and excellence 

so that this expansion can be properly realized. She is very 

supportive of the Metro-North service expansion and looks 

forward to seeing everything in place to make this a success. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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From: Brian Barnwell <barnwellb@nyassembly.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 5:50 PM 
To: Songhai, Lucille 
Cc: bonnie mutignani 
Subject: Fwd: MetroNorth Penn Station access expansion: Increased trains at BG 

 Hello, 

Hope you are doing well.  I just wanted to drop you a note as well regarding this. 

The residents of the Blvd Gardens, and the Board of such (building manager ccd on this 
email) are extremely concerned about this project.  The train line on 57th street 
currently rattles the homes that run along this street.  An increase in trains would 
severely impact the frequency obviously. 

I believe the Board is currently working on a petition, but I definitely object to a 
significant increase in trains on this line. 

Is there any indication on how many more trains are being proposed to run through this 
section per day? 

Also, how would a formal request for a proper sound barrier be requested for a final 
plan? 

Thank you, 

Brian 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER JEFFREY DINOWITZ: Good evening, everybody. 

I'm assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz. I represent the Northwest and 

North Bronx but I'm also chair of the Bronx Assembly Delegation. 

I'm gonna be very brief. I want to express my strong support for 

this project particularly the fact that the Bronx is going to be 

getting four additional Metro-North stops at Hunts Point, at 

Parkchester, at Morris Park, and at Co-Op City. I believe that 

will be transformative particularly for the eastern half of the 

Bronx. It will make an enormous difference in people's ability 

get to work much more quickly. It will have a positive impact 

therefore on the environment because many fewer people will need 

to use their cars because as you know, parts of the Bronx are -- 

have a very great deal of difficulty in using public transit to 

get to Manhattan but this will really change things a lot. 

So I am extremely supportive and I just also wanted to add 

my own little pitch for my what I consider an important longterm 

goal which is to create westside access of Metro-North 

Hudson Line. We have three stops in my district Marble Hill, 

Spuyten Duyvil, and Riverdale and having the access eventually 

will be just as transformative for the people of the West Bronx. 

So with that, I will end. Thank you all very much for giving me 

the opportunity.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. MARIA PARUBI: Hello. Hi, everyone. My name is Maria 

Parubi and I work for Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez's office. 

Thank you all for having me here this evening and thank you to 

all the presenters tonight and all involved in this 

transformative project. Although the Assemblywoman couldn't be 

here this evening, she has a few words to share. 

The Bronx has consistently been left behind when it comes 

to our transportation needs. The East Bronx Metro-North 

expansion project is a necessary step towards ending transit 

inequality in our community. For too long, the East Bronx and 

our borough as a whole has been considered a transit desert. 

The completion of these four new ADA accessible stations 

will be a tremendous step towards making our community more 

accessible. As previously mentioned, this project will bring a 

myriad of transformative positives to our borough such as 

reducing travel times and emissions, bridging communities and 

increasing opportunities for Bronx sites. As always, our office 

will continue to monitor this project and keep and open line of 

communication with our colleagues at the M, at the MTA pending 

any future updates and concerns. Thank you. Have a good 

evening..
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June 22, 2021 

Mr. Janno Lieber, President  
MTA Construction & Development 
Re: Penn Station Access EA 
2 Broadway, D17.140 
New York, NY 10004 

Dear Janno, 

I am writing to reiterate my long-standing support for MTA’s initiative to provide Penn Station 
Access to Metro-North trains as part of MTA’s broader efforts to provide more commuter friendly 
options throughout the region. 

Northern suburb commuters who work or commute to destinations on the West Side of Manhattan 
have long weighed the choice of either driving or traveling to Grand Central Station and often 
making multiple connections to their West Side destination. Penn Station access, even with a 
limited number of trains available for Metro-North, will be of great assistance to those commuters 
by easing their daily travel routine. 

In addition, Penn Station access will provide a direct mass transit connection to those seeking 
connection to LIRR, NJ TRANSIT and Amtrak routes. It will provide easier mass transit access 
for employees and patrons to the many cultural, entertainment and restaurant venues on the West 
Side. Penn Station access will be helpful to businesses and employees from the northern suburbs 
and the Bronx whose offices are based on the West Side. 

All of these benefits will result in fewer cars on the road, better utilization of mass transit and clean 
air quality in the region. 

CHAIR 
Standing Committee on Science & 

Technology 

COMMITTEES 
Corporations, Authorities and 

Commissions 
Education 

Environmental Conservation 
Local Governments 

MEMBER 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force 
Workgroup on Legislative Process, 
Operations and Public Participation 

Workgroup on Transitioning N.Y. 
Economy Toward Covid-19 Recovery 

Steven Otis 
Assembly Member 91st District 

Westchester County 

THE ASSEMBLY 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 
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MTA has been listening to legislators, local elected officials and commuters about the need to 
modify routes and access points to address changing demands and the need for flexibility. LIRR 
access to Grand Central Station is one long-term response to this feedback. Metro-North access to 
Penn Station is of equal importance. Both initiatives are testimony to MTA’s responsiveness to 
what commuters have been requesting.     

I look forward to Penn Station access becoming a reality once the final capital projects and 
logistical details are ironed out. This is an important step in making our regional mass transit 
system more user friendly to the travelers who are always looking at their options. MTA and mass 
transit are in competition for riders in a world where choices for work location are expanding.  
Penn Station access will benefit the economy of New York City and the region. 

Warm regards, 

Steven Otis 
State Assemblyman 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. CATHERINE DRAPER: Thank you very much. My name is 

Catherine Draper. I'm here tonight speaking on behalf of 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, the chair of the New York State 

Assembly's Corporations, Authorities, and Commissions Committee. 

The following is her statement. 

Thank you for giving me a few minutes to comment this 

evening on the Penn Station Access Project. I've had the 

opportunity over the last several years to follow closely 

developments of the MTA and I am very excited about the benefits 

this project will bring to my constituents in South Westchester, 

to my neighbors in the Eastern Bronx and Connecticut and to 

Metro-North riders generally. 

For many commuters in Westchester County, Connecticut who 

need to travel regularly to the Westside of Manhattan, but 

there's trains leaving the Grand Central Station, this project 

when complete will shave many minutes off their daily commutes. 

For residents of the Eastern Bronx who do not currently have 

access to Metro-North service, the addition of four stations 

will make transportation into Manhattan or north to Westchester 

or Connecticut much faster and more comfortable. 

As more people are able to reduce commuting times or arrive 

closer to their final destinations by using mass transit, they 

will choose Metro-North over driving or taking buses. As a 

result, we will begin to see the environmental benefits of fewer 

cars, many carrying only one person delivering people to work, 

school, or medical appointments. At the same time, the 

additional stations will enable those from Manhattan to the 

south and Westchester County, Connecticut to the north to travel 

to medical centers, educational institutions, and other 

B-10B-10



locations in the Bronx that are currently most easily reached by 

car. That will provide more employment opportunities for people 

whose homes are too far away for reasonable commutes using 

current modalities. And all the new stations very importantly 

will be ADA accessible. 

In addition to the new stations, the access to Penn Station 

from Metro-North commuters, the project will include the 

rehabilitation of existing track and the addition of new track 

which will provide additional flexibility to both Metro-North 

and Amtrak. This has all been planned to take advantage of the 

existing Amtrak right of way in order to both to save 

construction costs and to minimize disruption to the local 

communities through which the trains travel. By bringing the 

Hell Gate Line to a state of good repair, this project will 

increase the reliability of travel on both Metro-North and 

Amtrak trains. This significant enhancement to regional 

transportation has my full support and I thank you again for the 

opportunity to comment this evening.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. JOAN MCDONALD: Yep. I'm Joan McDonald. I'm the director 

of operations for Westchester County. I'm speaking tonight on 

behalf of County Executive George Latimer. We enthusiastically 

support this project. Penn Station Access will significantly 

revitalize not only Westchester County but our region through 

its creation of a one seat ride from Westchester County directly 

to the Westside of Manhattan via Penn Station. 

It has been a long time coming as Janno made, you know, 

presented in the presentation but we are glad it is finally 

here. Penn Station Access will save significant time and money 

for commuters and provide flexibility to the thousands who 

commute from Westchester to West Midtown and the rest of the 

city every day. Major Westchester employers will also have 

access to an expanded pool of talent made viable through that 

new reverse commuting option. Penn Station Access won't help 

just commuters. We have a growing reserve commute in the off 

peak and on weekends coming up to enjoy everything that 

Westchester County has to offer and we are just looking forward 

to it happening. 

As the New York metropolitan region recovers from COVID, we 

are excited for the rebound and we look forward to working 

collaboratively with the Bronx, the borough president and his 

team, the MTA, Janno and, and his team, Cathy Rinaldi, President 

of Metro-North and her team and seeing a successful project for 

all New Yorkers. Thank you very much for your time this evening 

and a great project lies ahead. Thank you.
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Noam Bramson        City Hall 
Mayor        515 North Avenue 
Office of the Mayor       New Rochelle, NY 10801 
nbramson@newrochelleny.com 

  Tel:  914.654.2150       www.newrochelleny.com	
Fax: 914.654.2357 

June 28, 2021 

MTA Government & Community Relations 
Re: Penn Station Access EA 
2 Broadway, D17.140 
New York, NY 10004 
via email: PSAOutreach@mtacd.org 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the City of New Rochelle, I write in strong support of the Penn Station Access 
project. 

Penn Access will provide transformative benefits to our region by facilitating convenient use of 
mass transit, reducing commute times, fostering economic development, and connecting 
workers to centers of employment.  This is precisely the kind of forward-looking investment that 
government can and should make in order to promote the environmental and economic health 
of the New York metropolitan area. 

New Rochelle has a particular interest in the success of this project, as the rail lines leading to 
Penn and Grand Central Stations split within our city.  As a consequence, when Penn Access is 
completed, New Rochelle will have the station closest to Manhattan with direct service to both 
the East and West Sides – a significant asset for residents, commuters, and businesses, and a 
boost to our local development efforts, which include the construction of seven thousand 
housing units, more than a thousand of which will be affordable. 

We look forward to working closely with the MTA on both the physical and operational aspects 
of the project which affect our city and are satisfied that the impacts of this important initiative 
are being carefully analyzed and addressed through the environmental review and planning 
processes. 

Sincerely, 

Noam Bramson 
Mayor B-15



From: Abrams, Jason C
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Comment Submission
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 3:06:04 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Amtrak supports MTA’s Penn Station Access project to introduce Metro-North service between the
East Bronx and Penn Station New York. The construction of new commuter rail stations and other
infrastructure to support the new service will, for the first time, allow Metro-North New Haven Line
trains to directly access Penn Station New York via the Northeast Corridor and the East River Tunnel.

Amtrak continues to work closely with our partners at MTA to advance the engineering and design
of the Penn Station Access Project. We look forward to forging an agreement on a cost-sharing
framework that appropriately supports the project while complying with all federal requirements
around intercity and commuter rail cross-subsidization.

The Penn Station Access project aligns with Amtrak’s vision of expanding service with new or
improved routes in currently underserved areas. By connecting communities in this way, expanded
rail service provides access to jobs, cleaner air as a more sustainable way to travel, and other
opportunities for economic mobility and combats inequality in transportation.

Best,

Jason
Jason Abrams
Public Relations Manager
Amtrak | 400 West 31st Street | New York, NY 10001
(212) 630-6933 | @Amtrak | Amtrak Media Center
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 5:53:09 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Alizia McMyers

Email: Np4i@aol.com

Phone: (917) 224-0654

Company / Organization: Bronx community Board #9

Job Title / Position: Community Board Member

Street Address: 34 Metropolitan Oval #7G

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10462

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Concerned board member, getting more info. Thanks
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From: Kain, Kevin
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access Submission
Date: Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:11:28 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,

In lieu of filling out the online form, can a letter be submitted, and if so, to what address?

Thank you,

Kevin

Kevin A. Kain, PP, AICP
Director of Planning & Sustainability 
City of New Rochelle
515 North Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
p. (914) 654-2191
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. JOSEPH GIULIETTI: Okay. Yeah. For some reason, it's 

not allowing me to put the camera on and I did wanna weigh in 

heavily in favor of this project. First off, my name is Joe 

Giulietti. I'm the commissioner for the Department of 

Transportation in Connecticut. I was the president of Metro- 

North and I actually had worked at Metro-North since the 70s 

when we first started talking about this project. We turned 

around to remind people that we gave up a yard and we gave up a 

loop track on the lower level of Grand Central in order to 

ensure that the Penn -- that the trains coming over from Long 

Island would be able to come to Grand Central and that we would 

have access to be able to go over to Penn Station. 

So aside from the many things that you've talked about 

here, we also realized after the fire at 125th Street, this also 

and can serve as an alternate route to be able to connect into 

New York in the event that we would ever have a catastrophic 

failure like that again. I wanna turn around and say that the 

business people in Connecticut made me aware that they at the 

same time that we were meeting with the Bronx borough president 

so were the businesses that see this as an opportunity for the 

citizens to be able to go back and forth and again not only for 

people to be able to shoot down to Penn Station but for the 

people in the Bronx to have job opportunities coming through 

Connecticut as well. 

So the businesses in Connecticut have been looking forward 

to this as have all of us as this is an opportunity to take a 

look at what is the future going to be, what are the 

alternatives that are in front of us. I've actually gone over 

every one of those stations and been on the tour for every one 
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of those stations so I wanna wish both Janno Lieber and Kathy 

Renaldi the best of luck in making this tremendous opportunity 

come to life. It's been long overdue. Thank you.
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David Cerron 
Assistant Commissioner 
Planning & Development 

T 
F 

212.360.3402 
212.360.3453 

E  Alyssa.Cobb@parks.nyc.gov City of New York 
Parks & Recreation 

The Arsenal 
Central Park 
New York, NY 10065 
www.nyc.gov/parks 

July 2, 2021 

Linda Corcoran 
New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
2 Broadway 
New York, New York 10004 

Re: MTA Penn Station Access Project – Environmental Assessment and Draft 4(f) 
Evaluation for the MTA Metro-North Railroad Penn Station Access Project 

Dear Ms. Corcoran: 

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks) has reviewed the Environmental 
Assessment and the Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) Metro-North Railroad (Metro-North) Penn Station Access (PSA) Project. NYC Parks 
understands that the MTA is proposing the PSA Project to provide one-seat passenger rail 
service to Penn Station New York (PSNY) on Manhattan’s west side for MTA Metro-North New 
Haven Line (NHL) customers (the “Proposed Project”).  

The purpose of the Proposed Project is to provide new commuter rail service from New Haven, 
Connecticut (CT) to PSNY in Manhattan by utilizing Amtrak’s Hell Gate Line (HGL) through 
eastern Bronx and western Queens. The MTA has stated that the Proposed Project is needed 
to substantially reduce travel times to and from Manhattan’s West Side by providing direct 
service to NHL customers, as well as to introduce convenient and direct rail service to 
communities in the eastern Bronx that are currently underserved by mass transit. 

To undertake the Proposed Project infrastructure improvements are needed on the HGL 
beginning in southeastern Westchester County, where NHL trains would divert onto the HGL at 
Shell Interlocking and extending to Harold Interlocking in Queens, joining the MTA Long Island 
Rail Road (LIRR) Mainline. As part of the Proposed Project, four new Metro-North stations 
would be constructed in the eastern Bronx at Hunts Point, Parkchester-Van Nest, Morris Park, 
and Co-op City. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is the lead federal agency for the 
Environmental Assessment and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation.  

NYC Parks has reviewed the Environmental Assessment and Draft 4(f) Evaluation for the MTA 
Metro-North Railroad Penn Station Access Project as the project is in close proximity to park 
areas under the jurisdiction of NYC Parks and involves proposed easements at Pelham Bay 
Park and Starlight Park. Some of the areas of proposed easements qualify for protection under 
Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended (23 C.F.R. Part 
§ 774, codified in 49 U.S.C. 303 and generally referred to as “Section 4(f)”). NYC Parks
discusses the potential impacts from the use of the 4(f) resources in its Section 4(f)
Concurrence Letter to be provided to the MTA under a separate cover.

The comments below relate to the Environmental Assessment and Draft 4(f) Evaluation 
chapters we have reviewed for the project. Please note that all relevant comments regarding the 
project from the Section 4(f) Concurrence Letter from NYC Parks should be incorporated into 
the relevant chapters of the EA, as appropriate. Our comments on the chapters of the 
Environmental Assessment are provided in the table below. 
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Chapter/Section Page Comment 

ES ES-7 

NYSDOT is working on highway on/off ramps at the 
clover leaf just south of the proposed Co Op City 
station. Construction is starting fall 2021 and 
anticipated to end 2023.  

3 - Land Use, 
Zoning and 
Public Policy 

3-17, last
row of
Table 3-1

Sheridan Boulevard is complete 

3 - Land Use, 
Zoning and 
Public Policy 3-21, first

paragraph

o Starlight Park Phase 2 - (last phase) will be complete
mid-2022

o The project included two bridges. The third bridge
was built by NYSDOT as part of the Sheridan
Boulevard project and turned over to NYC Parks
(completed 12/2019).

3 - Land Use, 
Zoning and 
Public Policy 

3-21, first
row Table
3-2

o Location should state: “along the Bronx River
between Westchester Ave. and E. 174th St.;”

o Anticipated Year of Completion should state: “2022.”

7 – Open Space 7-14, last
paragraph

NYC Parks requests the opportunity to review plans for 
any proposed fencing between the park and the railroad 
right-of-way. 

8 - Natural 
Resources Overall 

The ecological community, wetlands, wildlife, etc. are 
not described specifically for the area of parkland that 
will be disturbed as a result of the new bridge 
construction (i.e., the bridge over the Bronx River). 
Suggest providing more detail in these areas, including 
a better understanding of their function and value and 
how it will be disrupted by the project (e.g., how long, in 
what way, etc.). 

8 - Natural 
Resources Overall 

Please clarify if the Penn Station Access project will be 
rebuilding the undersized culvert adjacent to the golf 
course parking lot.  

8 - Natural 
Resources Overall Please clarify if the work along the HGL would result in 

any additional volume of runoff into Pelham Bay Park.  
8 - Natural 
Resources Overall Please share the wetland delineation files and report 

with NYC Parks. 
8 - Natural 
Resources 

Overall 

There are freshwater wetlands adjacent to the Pelham 
Lane Bridge. If rebuilt, NYC Parks is concerned about 
impacts to these wetlands and requests the MTA 
please consult with NYC Parks in a timely manner for 
potential impacts at this location. 

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-9 Review for typos (Distichlis spicata, Iva frutescens) 

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-12

Figure 8-4 does not show full extent of existing salt 
marsh. IM section north of Westchester Ave is larger 
and recently restored, and there is marsh at the south 
end of the extent of the map. 
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Chapter/Section Page Comment 

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-17

"The study area also includes the natural landscape 
associated with Pelham Bay Park (PBP), which 
includes rocky shoreline, saltwater wetlands, mud flats, 
forest, and meadow.” These are not Edinger 
characterizations. The natural area south of the tracks 
from the Co-Op City Station and the natural area in 
Segment 4 through PBP should be characterized 
according to Edinger and the methodology on page 8-3. 
It should be noted that these natural habitats would not 
be considered a “terrestrial cultural” community 
according to guidance provided in the New York City 
CEQR Technical Manual, as it includes intact habitats 
and ecosystems with minimal disruption and human 
influence. 

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-17 Please review for typos (The scientific name for violet 

woodsorrel is Oxalis violacea not ‘exalis’) 
8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-19

The entire stretch of the Bronx River within New York 
City has been identified as a water with imperiled 
mussels by NYSDEC. Potential impacts to imperiled 
mussels resulting from the Proposed Action should be 
assessed in the EA. Mussel surveys should be 
conducted in accordance with the April 2021 New York 
State Freshwater Mussel Survey Guidelines for 
Waterbody Disturbance Projects. Further consultation 
with NYSDEC is recommended.  

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-19

Diamondback terrapins have been observed in the 
saltmarsh in Pelham Bay Park near the Bartow Pell 
Mansion.  

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-27

Please describe best management practices to avoid 
and minimize disturbance to ecological communities 
from tree removals. NYC Parks typically implements 
seasonal timing restrictions for tree removals on public 
parkland to protect migratory birds. Tree removal work 
should not be conducted between April 1st and 
September 31st to protect migratory birds and breeding 
birds.  

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-27

NYC Parks recognizes all wetland features regardless 
of their regulatory status as having conservation value. 
There is a surface water feature on Randall’s Island 
immediately adjacent to the tracks. There are also 
emergent wetland features in the Bronx both east 
(shown on NWI) and west of the Bruckner crossing, 
south of the tracks. These are less than 500-feet from 
the tracks and should be mapped and delineated. 
These are less than 12.4 acres and would not be 
regulated by NYSDEC but may be considered 
jurisdictional by USACE. 
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Chapter/Section Page Comment 

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-27 If wetland delineations have been conducted, please 

provide map in the EAS.  
8 - Natural 
Resources 8-30

Please clarify work being done at 177th St and Concrete 
Plant Park resulting in tree removals, as seen in Fig 8-
9. There is no mention of 177th St or Concrete Plant
Park in the documents other than this map.

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-31

Please clarify this statement since it seems to contradict 
an earlier statement about the Proposed Project not 
having a negative impact on wildlife species:  “Because  
wildlife within the  Co-op  City  Station  area and  
Pelham  Bay Park  has  co-existed  with  the  active  rail 
line  for  more  than 100  years,  MTA expects  that  the 
additional  track  and  service  along  the  HGL  under  
the  Proposed  Project  would adversely  affect  such  
resources.“ 

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-10 & 8-
11

Figure 8-2 and 8.3 appear outdated and potentially do 
not reflect existing conditions. At Randall’s Island an 
existing salt marsh and a freshwater marsh appear to 
be missing. The restored tidal marsh is located nearest 
Icahn Stadium. The NYSDEC permitted this project and 
it is managed by NYC Parks. Please note that on the 
NWIs given through the NYCDEC’s Environmental 
Mapper link it incorrectly remains listed as 
E1UBL/Estuarine and Marine Deepwater.  The 
restoration includes a mix of low and high marsh. 
Please contact NYC Parks (Ross Diamond 212-360-
3318) for further information, if needed. 

8 - Natural 
Resources 8-12 & 8-

13

Figure 8-4 and 8-5 appear outdated and potentially not 
reflect existing conditions. Concrete Plant restored salt 
marsh in the Bronx appears to be missing. Please 
contact NYC Parks (Ross Diamond 212-360-3318) for 
further information, if needed. 

8 - Natural 
Resources 

8-19 (Table
8.1)

Several species of the secretive salt marsh sparrows 
have been observed in the Pelham Bay marshes 
mapped in Figure 8-6 during the migratory season.  
These species are recognized as rare... And are not 
included in Table 8-1 nor described in the text for this 
area that have five other rare birds listed: 
Excerpt from page 8-18 (bottom) 
within the vicinity of Goose Island, Hutchinson River 
Hutchinson River Bridge, and the Co-op City Station 
area is known to have five rare bird species that, 
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Chapter/Section Page Comment 

11 - Section 4(f) 11-7, Last
paragraph

o Starlight Park is owned by the City of New York and
is under jurisdiction of NYC Parks (please make this
clarification here and in other sections of the EAS
where NYC Parks is cited as the property owner of a
park).

o Correction: “Phase II of Starlight Park will include the
expansion of the existing park to the west east side
of the Bronx River”

o Please note the following, “The portion of the park
under construction will add seating areas overlooking
the Bronx River, lawns and plantings, and a dog run”

o The “Underutilized portions of Starlight Park” should
more accurately be described as “Recently acquired
properties that will allow NYC to expand Starlight
Park are undergoing construction”

o One bridge over the river and one bridge over the
railroad are in construction; two other bridges over
the river are already built and in use.

11 - Section 4(f) 11-13
Please clarify if there is an existing access agreement 
with Amtrak for the access road in Pelham Bay Park 
(Map ID 12) 

11 - Section 4(f) Overall 
The permanent easements sought as part of the 
Proposed Project would require alienation authorization 
by the New York State Legislature. This should be 
discussed in the environmental assessment. 

11 - Section 4(f) Overall 

NYC Parks recommends that the MTA continue to 
coordinate the New York State Department of Park, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation regarding the 
Proposed Project’s potential to conflict with past grant 
obligations and restrictions. 

11 - Section 4(f) Overall 
The chapter should include an assessment of the four 
(4) permanent easements proposed for the area north
of the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge.

11 - Section 4(f) Overall 
The ownership and/or jurisdiction if city-owned for Block 
4411 Lot 125 is not certain and requires further 
research.  

19 - Construction Overall 
The chapter should reference the need for a NYC Parks 
Construction Permit for any activities with the potential 
to affect City parklands.  

19 - Construction 
19-3

Please clarify if the perimeter fence at Starlight Park is 
included in the construction work, i.e. deteriorated 
sections of the fence will be repaired or replaced. 

19 - Construction 19-4,
second to
last
paragraph

The work at Bronx River Bridge should include 
protection for the new Starlight Park bridge and 
pedestrians on the bridge during restoration of the 
bascule bridge and construction of the new parallel 
bridge structure. 
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Chapter/Section Page Comment 

19 - Construction 19-4, last
paragraph

The cardinal directions given in the paragraph are hard 
to follow, suggest revise for clarity and/or provide a 
figure to show locations described 

19 - Construction 19-5, first
paragraph

The design of the new bridge at this location should 
provide clearance over the river for boating use, 
including canoes and kayaks. 

19 - Construction 9-6, fourth
paragraph

NYC Parks should be coordinated with if any caissons 
are proposed near park retaining walls or other park 
features that would need protection during construction. 

19 - Construction 19-8, Table
19-1 (8th
Row)

In-water work should be coordinated with NYC Parks 
and the Bronx River Alliance to ensure it does not 
conflict with planned boating events.  

19 - Construction 
19-10,
Table 19-2

At any city park location, disruption must be kept to a 
minimum and no staging, storage, or vehicle parking is 
allowed unless a permit or other agreement is 
negotiated 

19 - Construction 
19-16, third
paragraph

NYC Parks notes the text regarding trees near work 
areas. We look forward to working on a Memorandum 
of Agreement with the MTA regarding the protection of 
trees in park areas. 

Appendix M - 
Mitigation, 
Minimization, and 
Monitoring 
Requirements 

M-5
(Section
4(f)
Resources)

NYC Parks discusses minimization and mitigation 
measures that are associated with its concurrence of 
the de minimus impact finding for the project. This 
section of Appendix M should be updated to reflect 
NYC Parks Section 4(f) Concurrence Letter provided 
under separate cover. 

Please contact me at david.cuff@parks.nyc.gov if any further information is needed or any 
discussion is needed based on the comments above. 

Sincerely, 

David Cuff, AICP 
Director of Environmental Review 

CC:  
Colleen Alderson, NYC Parks 
Ross Diamond, NYC Parks  
Jessica Einhorn, NYC Parks 
Ellen Macnow, NYC Parks 
Antonios Michelakis, NYC Parks 
Brendan Shera, NYC Parks 
Nicole Weymouth, WSP 
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David Cerron 
Assistant Commissioner 
Planning & Development 

T 
F 

212.360.3402 
212.360.3453 

E  David.Cerron@parks.nyc.gov City of New York 
Parks & Recreation 

The Arsenal 
Central Park 
New York, NY 10065 
www.nyc.gov/parks 

September 1, 2021 

Linda Corcoran 
New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
2 Broadway 
New York, New York 10004 

Re: MTA Penn Station Access Project - Section 4(f) Concurrence 

Dear Ms. Corcoran: 

New York City Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks) understands that the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is proposing the Penn Station Access (PSA) 
Project to provide one-seat passenger rail service to Penn Station New York (PSNY) on 
Manhattan’s west side for MTA Metro-North Railroad’s (Metro-North) New Haven Line (NHL) 
customers (Proposed Project). MTA Construction & Development (MTACD) is responsible for 
the planning, design, and construction of the Proposed Project and related public outreach, and 
Metro-North would operate the service. Amtrak, as the owner of the Hell Gate Line (HGL), is 
fully responsible for all maintenance work on the HGL for the safe operation of trains. 

Project Background 

The purpose of the Proposed Project is to provide new commuter rail service from New Haven, 
Connecticut (CT) to PSNY in Manhattan by utilizing Amtrak’s HGL through eastern Bronx and 
western Queens. The MTA has stated that the Proposed Project is needed to substantially 
reduce travel times to and from Manhattan’s West Side by providing direct service to NHL 
customers, as well as to introduce convenient and direct rail service to communities in the 
eastern Bronx that are currently underserved by mass transit. 

To undertake the Proposed Project infrastructure improvements are needed on the HGL 
beginning in southeastern Westchester County, where NHL trains would divert onto the HGL at 
Shell Interlocking and extending to Harold Interlocking in Queens, joining the MTA Long Island 
Rail Road (LIRR) Mainline. As part of the Proposed Project, four new Metro-North stations 
would be constructed in the eastern Bronx at Hunts Point, Parkchester-Van Nest, Morris Park, 
and Co-op City. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is the lead federal agency for the 
Environmental Assessment and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, which is being prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).  

Proposed Use of Section 4(f) Property 

The Proposed Project proposes a small permanent easement and a non-exclusive easement 
(for access) within Starlight Park, an open space resource owned by the City of New York and 
under the jurisdiction of NYC Parks. This resource qualifies for protection under Section 4(f) of 
the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966, as amended (23 C.F.R. Part § 774, codified 
in 49 U.S.C. 303 and generally referred to as “Section 4(f)”). The easements for the Proposed 
Project would be granted to the MTA and would allow Amtrak to occasionally inspect and 
maintain signal equipment that is located along the boundary of the park and the Amtrak right-
of-way.  In addition, the Proposed Project proposes a permanent easement for two small areas 
(2,000 square feet total) within Pelham Bay Park and immediately east and west of the Amtrak 
right-of-way for the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge for construction of wing walls for the bridge. 
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The bridge reconstruction would require realignment of the golf cart and bridle paths underneath 
the bridge that connects the Pelham Bay and Split Rock Golf Courses, within the existing right-
of-way. Finally, due to the realignment of catenary structures along the HGL needed by the 
Proposed Project, four small areas in Pelham Bay Park and four small areas in Concrete Plant 
Park would also require permanent easements.   

In accordance with Section 4(f), FTA may not approve the use of land from a publicly owned 
public park, recreation or wildlife and waterfowl refuge, or any historic site unless a 
determination is made that:  

(i) there is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use of the land from the property;
(ii) the action includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the property resulting

from such use; or
(iii) the use of the property, including any measure(s) to minimize harm (such as any

avoidance, minimization, mitigation, or enhancement measures) committed to by the
applicant, will have a de minimis impact.

With respect to parks, recreation areas, or wildlife or waterfowl refuges, as summarized from 49 
U.S.C. 303(d)(3), FTA may make a finding of de minimis impact only if:   

• After public notice and opportunity for public review and comment, FTA finds that the
transportation program or project will not adversely affect the activities, features, and
attributes of the park, recreation area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge eligible for
protection under this section; and

• The finding has received concurrence from the officials with jurisdiction over the
park, recreation area, or wildlife or waterfowl refuge.

The MTA is seeking concurrence from NYC Parks that the proposed easements that would 
result from the Proposed Project would not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes 
of Starlight Park, Concrete Plant Park, and Pelham Bay Park and the temporary construction 
would not rise to the level of a Section 4(f) “use” of the property.  

Section 4(f) Use - De Minimis Impact 

Starlight Park is a New York City-owned waterfront park located along Sheridan Boulevard and 
the Bronx River, between East 174th Street and Westchester Avenue. Within Starlight Park, a 
permanent easement (approximately 4,400 square feet) would be required immediately 
adjacent to railroad right-of-way (ROW) for signal equipment and a retaining wall (as shown on 
HNTB Draft Conceptual Documents, 1/6/2021). This easement area is related to drainage and 
is not a part of planned amenities for Starlight Park; rather, it is part of NYC Parks’ drainage 
system capturing runoff before it reaches the Bronx River. The Proposed Project would also 
require a non-exclusive easement to use a shared bicycle-pedestrian path that is planned as 
part of Starlight Park Phase 2 for limited (monthly) vehicular access for maintenance of the 
signal equipment along the ROW.  Typically, two workers in the vehicle would access the signal 
equipment to perform routine maintenance and inspect the equipment to ensure it is functioning 
properly and in working order. 

Pelham Bay and Split Rock Golf Courses are located within Pelham Bay Park. These are public 
golf facilities that each comprise two 18-hole courses. The two golf courses are located north 
and south of the railroad ROW and the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge. The Pelham Lane 
Pathway Bridge carries two railroad tracks over a golf cart path and a bridle path. The Pelham 
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Lane Pathway Bridge is to be replaced (or rehabilitated) as part of the Proposed Project in order 
to accommodate the increased operations from the proposed Metro-North service. This 
construction will require permanent easements for two small areas (approximately 200 square 
feet and 1,750 square feet) immediately to the east and west of the Amtrak ROW for the 
Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge to accommodate parts of the proposed wing walls for the bridge 
(as shown on HNTB Draft Conceptual Documents, 1/6/2021). These areas are part of the golf 
cart path and bridle path, which will both be realigned underneath the bridge as part of the 
project. Access under the bridge will be maintained for golfers, pedestrians and horseback 
riders within the park during construction. In addition, within Pelham Bay Park four permanent 
easements are needed for the realignment of catenary structures to support the Proposed 
Project. Specifically, these easements are needed to provide room for the foundations needed 
for the catenary structures along the Amtrak ROW. These structures will be immediately 
adjacent to the area of the ROW and would not affect park amenities or disrupt park functions. 
Any access needed to these structures will be from the ROW and not accessed by an Amtrak 
vehicle traveling through Pelham Bay Park. 

Concrete Plant Park is a New York City-owned waterfront park located near where Sheridan 
Boulevard meets the Bruckner Expressway along the Bronx River. Within Concrete Plant Park 
four permanent easements are needed for the realignment of catenary structures to support the 
Proposed Project. Specifically, these easements are needed to provide room for the foundations 
needed for the catenary structures along the Amtrak ROW. These structures will be immediately 
adjacent to the area of the ROW and would not affect park amenities or disrupt park functions. 
Any access needed to these structures will be from the ROW (e.g., via a gate through the fence 
along the ROW), and not accessed by an Amtrak vehicle traveling through Concrete Plant Park.  

A de minimis impact involves the use of Section 4(f) property that is generally minor in nature. A 
de minimis impact is one that, after taking into account avoidance, minimization, mitigation and 
enhancement measures, results in no adverse effect to the activities, features, or attributes 
qualifying a park, recreation area, or refuge for protection under Section 4(f). NYC Parks 
concurs that the use of Section 4 (f) property in Starlight Park, Pelham Bay Park and Concrete 
Plant Park would represent a de minimis impact if the following minimization and mitigation 
measures are included as part of the Proposed Project: 

• The access easement for Starlight Park will contain provisions that will include a
requirement that Amtrak or MTA will provide notification to NYC Parks when access is
needed and repair or reimburse NYC Parks for any damage caused by Amtrak or MTA
vehicles utilizing the easement areas. Further, safety protocols will be implemented to
ensure for the protection of pedestrians and park users when park sites are accessed.

• At Starlight Park, MTA will be responsible for all New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation approvals to changes to the drainage system and will
obtain NYC Parks final approval of the layout and design of the new drainage system
and retaining wall. MTA will also take responsibility to remove graffiti from the retaining
wall as needed.

• The vehicles used for periodic access are assumed to be less than once a month and
will have a maximum gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

• At Pelham Bay Park, the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge at Pelham Park will have a 13-
foot minimum vertical clearance, the golf cart path will have a 12-foot minimum width,
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the bridle path will have a 12-foot minimum width and there will be a minimum 2-foot 
buffer between the golf cart and bridle paths. NYC Parks will review, comment, and 
approve the design as well as the aesthetics of the finish of the bridge and ensure that 
the clearance for the park users will not diminish park accessibility or safety of users 
(e.g., horses, pedestrians and golfers) crossing beneath the Pelham Lane Pathway 
Bridge. Along with design approval, MTA will provide a safety plan for NYC Parks’ 
review, comment and approval that will detail the safety protocols (e.g., flaggers to 
ensure safe passage of park users during construction) that will be in place while 
construction activities are occurring at the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge. 

• MTA will ensure that the catenary structures are designed to deter climbing and also
discourage any other potentially dangerous misuse of the structures. Parks will review,
comment, and approve the design of catenary structures placed in Concrete Plant Park
and Pelham Bay Park.

With the above minimization and mitigation measures included as part of the Proposed Project, 
NYC Parks concurs that  the non-exclusive easement at Starlight Park would not adversely 
change the activities, features, or properties of the resource, since vehicular use is anticipated 
to be limited and of short duration. Further, the permanent easements at Starlight Park, 
Concrete Plant Park and Pelham Bay Park would not affect the activities, features, or attributes 
of the existing or planned publicly accessible portions of these three open space resources. 

During construction, MTA’s contractor will be responsible for applying for and obtaining relevant 
NYC Parks permits, including Construction and Tree Work Permits.  

Temporary Occupancy within Pelham Bay and Split Rock Golf Courses 
While the construction of the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge (as described above) would 
temporarily affect (approximately 12 months) the pathways under the bridge, within the existing 
Amtrak ROW, pathways under the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge will be maintained for use by 
the public throughout construction. Therefore, golfers, pedestrians, and horseback riders will 
continue to be able to safely access Split Rock Course throughout the duration of construction 
and construction activities at this location will be sensitive to and accommodate ongoing 
equestrian uses. 

Section 4(f) approval. 23 C.F.R. § 774.13 provides that one exception is to demonstrate that the 
project’s involvement with the Section 4(f) property would not be considered a “use,” but rather 
a “temporary occupancy.” The pertinent text of § 774.13 is provided below. 

§ 774.13: Exceptions.

(d) Temporary occupancies of land that are so minimal as to not constitute a use within the
meaning of Section 4(f). The following conditions must be satisfied:

(1) Duration must be temporary, i.e., less than the time needed for construction of the
project, and there should be no change in ownership of the land;
(2) Scope of the work must be minor, i.e., both the nature and the magnitude of the
changes to the Section 4(f) property are minimal;
(3) There are no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be
interference with the protected activities, features, or attributes of the property, on either
a temporary or permanent basis;
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(4) The land being used must be fully restored, i.e., the property must be returned to a
condition which is at least as good as that which existed prior to the project; and
(5) There must be documented agreement of the official(s) with jurisdiction over the
Section 4(f) resource regarding the above conditions.

To satisfy § 774.13(d), during the MTA Penn Station Access Project: 

1. MTA would occupy the park area temporarily, for 12 months, less than the 48 to 60
months needed for construction of the project and there would be no change in
ownership.

2. The scope of MTA’s involvement in the area would be minor, consisting of installing
shielding to allow users of the paths (horseback riders, golfers, pedestrians, etc.) and
using flaggers to ensure park users can safely pass through the work zone.

3. MTA would return the area to its pre-involvement condition to ensure that there would
be no permanent adverse physical impacts on the park.

4. As mentioned above, the area would be fully restored to a condition at least as good as
that which existed prior to the project.

5. NYC Parks, via this letter, is providing agreement that MTA involvement with the MTA
Penn Station Access Project satisfies the conditions for exception from FHWA Section
4(f) review under § 774.13(d) regarding the temporary occupancy of the area needed for
the project.

Based on the information presented above, and with the minimization and mitigation measures 
included as part of the Proposed Project, NYC Parks concurs that the Section 4(f) use of 
Starlight Park and Pelham Bay Park would not adversely affect the activities, features, or 
attributes qualifying these properties for protection under Section 4(f). As discussed previously 
with the MTA, the permanent easements sought as part of the Proposed Project would require 
alienation authorization by the New York State Legislature. In addition, NYC Parks recommends 
that the MTA continue to coordinate the New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation regarding the Proposed Project’s potential to conflict with past grant 
obligations and restrictions. 

Please contact me at david.cuff@parks.nyc.gov if any further information is needed. 

Sincerely, 

David Cuff, AICP 
Director of Environmental Review 

CC:  
Colleen Alderson, NYC Parks 
Ellen Macnow, NYC Parks 
Antonios Michelakis, NYC Parks 
Brendan Shera, NYC Parks 
Nicole Weymouth, WSP 
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From: Li, Shuzuan <sli@dot.nyc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 4:53 PM 
To: Corcoran, Linda <Linda.Corcoran@mtacd.org> 
Cc: Ahmed, Shakil <SAhmed2@dot.nyc.gov>; Samuelsen, Michele <msamuelsen@dot.nyc.gov>; 
Martinez, Nathalie <nmartinez@dot.nyc.gov>; Lopez, Nivardo <nlopez1@dot.nyc.gov> 
Subject: RE: MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access - Environmental Assessment/Draft 4(f) Evaluation 
and Public Meeting  

Hi Linda, 

We’re glad to have an opportunity to review the Environmental Assessment (EA) and associated 
information for the subject project. In order to continue our review, we would like to request the 
following information: 

•  Please have the consultant provide backup information for the traffic analysis. (data
collection plan, TMC and ATR  raw counts and peak hour summary, peak hour factor and heavy
vehicle percentage summary, calibration memo, physical inventory and field observations).
Please provide the trip distribution and trip incremental percentages for the assignment maps.

•  Please have the consultant provide the trip generation backup information for the sources
stated under Table 12.5 Penn Station New York and Proposed Bronx Stations’ Study Areas:
Incremental Trips by Mode by Direction AM Peak Hour .

•  Please have the consultant provide backup information for Metro-North’s 2016 Origin-
Destination Survey.

•  Please have the consultant provide backup information for the Regional Transit Forecasting
Model (RTFM) to explain how the projected ridership and incremental traffic volume were
determined.

•  Please have the consultant provide site plans for each of the four new stations.
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•  Please have the consultant provide the pedestrian counts for existing volumes per
pedestrian facility and  incremental pedestrian assignment maps surrounding the proposed
station area to verify if they would exceed CEQR TM analysis thresholds.

•  Please have the consultant identify if Synchro or HCS was used for the traffic analysis, and
provide the executable files.

Please let me know if you have any question. 

Thank you, 

Shuzuan Li 

City Planner 

Traffic Engineering and Planning 

NYC DOT-Division of Transportation Planning & Management 

55 Water Street, 6th Fl, New York, NY 10041 

P:212-839-7778  F:212-839-7777 Teleworking 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Friday, June 11, 2021 3:51:30 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Ian Benjamin

Email: ian.benjamin@parks.ny.gov

Phone: (518) 227-1886

Company / Organization: NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation

Job Title / Position: LWCF Staff

Street Address: 625 Broadway

City / Town: Albany

State: New York

Zip Code: 12238

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Good afternoon, 

My name is Ian Benjamin. My office serves as liaison to the federal government for all
matters pertaining to the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965. 

My office was notified of this project and have begun reviewing it for impacts to outdoor
recreation sites that previously received assistance through LWCF. This project impact
outdoor recreation at Pelham Bay Park, which has previously received LWCF assistance. In
particular, we would like to set up a time to discuss two permanent easements that are under
consideration:

"Two small areas (200 square feet and 1,750 square feet) within the Pelham Bay and Split
Rock Golf Courses immediately to the east and west of the railroad right-of way would require
a permanent easement for the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge to accommodate parts of the
proposed wing walls for the rehabilitated or replaced bridge. These small areas are part of the
golf cart path and bridle path, which MTA would realign underneath the bridge as part of the
Proposed Project."

As Pelham Bay park is owned/managed by NYC/DPR, a representative of that agency must be
involved in these discussions. 
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Please forward this request to the appropriate parties.

Thank you, 
Ian Benjamin
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 18011 

Boston, Massachusetts  02109 

July 9, 2021 

9043.1 
ER 21/0202 

Stephen Goodman 
Federal Transit Administration 
Region II 
One Bowling Green, Room 428 
New York, NY  10004-1415 

Subject: Comments 
Penn Station Access Project – Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 
New York 

Dear Mr. Goodman: 

The U.S. Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the draft Section 4(f) evaluation 
for the Penn Station Access Project in NY.  The project would provide one-seat passenger rail 
service to Penn Station New York (PSNY) on Manhattan’s west side for The Metro Transit 
Authority (MTA) Metro-North Railroad’s New Haven Line customers.  The project would 
provide new rail service from New Haven, Connecticut to PSNY in Manhattan by utilizing 
Amtrak’s Hell Gate Line on the Northeast Corridor, through the eastern Bronx and western 
Queens.  The project would also include the construction of four new passenger stations (Hunts 
Point, Parkchester-Van Nest, Morris Park, and Co-op City).  The following comments on this 
project are offered for your consideration.  

Section 4(f) Evaluation Comments 

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 protects publicly owned parks, 
recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local significance and 
historic sites of national state, or local significance from use by transportation projects. The draft 
Section 4(f) evaluation determined whether the proposed project’s effects to Starlight Park, 
Pelham Bay Park, and Pelham Bay and Split Rock Golf Courses constitute a “use” or a de 
minimis use. 

The Department concurs that there is no prudent and feasible alternative to the proposed use of 
4(f) lands.  The proposed action will have an adverse effect on the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge 
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(part of the Pelham Bay Golf Course) which constitutes a 4(f) use and will result in the physical 
use of this 4(f) resource.  The Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge currently carries two railroad tracks 
over a golf cart path and a bridle path.   
 
The Department also concurs with the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) proposed de 
minimis finding for the proposed permanent and temporary easements within Starlight Park and 
the permanent easements within the Pelham Bay and Split Rock Golf Course, given that the 
easements would not adversely change the activities, features, or properties of the Section 4(f) 
protected resources. 
 
In addition, the Department notes that the assessment of adverse effects has been made in 
consultation with the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and New York City 
(NYC) Parks.  It is our understanding a Draft Programmatic Agreement is being developed 
between MTA, FTA, SHPO and NYC Parks, which will include minimization and mitigation 
measures for the Pelham Lane Pathway Bridge. 
 
Section 6(f) Evaluation Comments 
 
Based on the current project designs, permanent easements are planned for Pelham Bay Park 
which could trigger Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) parkland conversions. 
Additional coordination is needed to make a determination about the easements and any other 
potential LWCF compliance concerns.  The National Park Service (NPS) is currently working on 
this determination with the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP) and NYC Parks.   

Pelham Bay Park received LWCF funding in 1976 for the Orchard Beach Rehabilitation project. 
Section 6(f) of the LWCF Act (now codified at 54 U.S.C. §200305(f)(3)) provides, in part, that:  

…no property acquired or developed with assistance under this section shall, without the 
approval of the Secretary, be converted to other than public outdoor recreation uses. The 
Secretary shall approve such conversion only if he finds it to be in accord with the then 
existing comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation plan and only upon such conditions 
as they deem necessary to assure the substitution of other recreation properties of at least 
equal fair market value and reasonable equivalent usefulness and location.  

The Department has no objection to the Section 4(f) approval, provided that all measures to 
minimize harm are included in the final Section 4(f) evaluation, including an acceptable LWCF 
conversion request package submitted to the NPS by OPRHP on behalf of NYC Parks, if it is 
determined that the project triggers a conversion(s).    
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Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project.  If you have questions 
regarding these comments, please contact Mark Eberle, National Park Service, at (215) 597-
1258, or mark_eberle@nps.gov.  Please contact me at 617-223-8565 if I can be of further 
assistance. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Andrew L. Raddant 
        Regional Environmental Officer 
 
cc: SHPO-NY (daniel.mackay@parks.ny.gov)  
      NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (Diana.Carter@parks.ny.gov) 
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July 1, 2021 
 
Eve Michel, Senior Vice President  
PSA Program Executive 
MTA Construction & Development 
2 Broadway, 8th Floor  
New York, New York 10004-2207 
 
RE: MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access – Environmental Assessment/Draft 4(f) Evaluation 
 
Dear Eve Michel, 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the information presented in the May 
18, 2021 Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (MTA) Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft 
Section 4(f) Evaluation for the proposed Metro North Railroad Penn Station Access Project. MTA 
proposes significant railroad infrastructure improvements to introduce Metro-North service into and 
out of Penn Station New York. The project would also improve accessibility for underserved areas by 
constructing four ADA-accessible stations in the eastern Bronx at Hunt’s Point, Parkchester/Van Nest, 
Morris Park, and Co-op City. 
 
If all project and permit conditions described in the EA are met, EPA concurs that the EA supports the 
finding of no significant impact. 
 
In addition, EPA offers the following comments on the draft EA: 
 

• EPA agrees with the conclusion of the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Analysis (Section 15), that the 
Proposed Project would likely decrease GHG emissions compared with the No Action 
Alternative. In general, the analysis would be better supported by clarifying references and 
inputs to the models used to calculate GHG emissions. For example, the source of the total 
emissions from the new employee welfare station presented in 15.6 is unclear. 

• The EA includes an adequate Environmental Justice (EJ) Analysis (Section 20). Use of an 
environmental compliance plan during construction is expected to mitigate the temporary 
adverse impacts on communities located near the Proposed Project, and any property 
acquisitions would not require residential or business relocations. Overall, the Proposed 
Project is anticipated to benefit residents of the study area, including minority and low-income 
populations, by improving regional accessibility. 

• The EA should include a list of references for the sources that are not detailed in footnotes. 
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EPA appreciates the opportunity to comment as a participating agency in the NEPA process. If you 
have any questions, please contact Abbey States at (212) 637-4350 or states.abbey@epa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Austin, Team Leader 
Environmental Review Team 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 7:11:00 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Arthur Breedy

Email: templrkt@aol.com

Phone: (347) 642-0328

Company / Organization: Boulevard Gardens

Job Title / Position: VP Board of Directors

Street Address: 5142 30th Avenue Apt 4 O

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I would like a meeting to be held here in Boulevard Gardens. We are over 900
apartments and as Shareholders we are VERY concerned how this will affect us. More people
are just focusing on how it benefits the Bronx. But part of the project passes through Queens.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. ARTHUR BREEDY: Hi. Good evening. My name is Arthur 

Breedy. I currently reside at Boulevard Gardens. I lived at 

Boulevard Gardens for over 25 years. And I have also had some 

run ins with Amtrak during that time. I don't hear anything so 

far this evening on the impact that it's going to have here in 

Queens but I feel like it will. Looking at your map where 

you're running this line, it seems to come through as you said 

Hells Gate Bridge so I feel like it's going to affect Queens and 

so I'm here to say I think we need to leave Queens out of the 

equation. 

You have a line that runs down the East River. I think 

that will be a little more befitting so it doesn't encroach on 

our community out here. There's a lot of talk on the fact that 

it's going to reduce greenhouse effects or things like people 

using their cars and vehicles but yet in the plan, it's, it's 

specifying that there will be 300 to 500 trees removed, four 

historic resources affected, archeological resources affected, 

so I, I'm not really seeing the benefit. 

I understand these commuters in the Bronx congratulations 

to them that it may make life easier for them but again, I'm, 

I'm really opposed to any part of this coming through Queens. 

We already have our headache with the current Amtrak and I think 

this will just add to the exasperation. Thank you for giving me 

the opportunity to speak my peace. 
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From: ARTHUR BREEDY
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Flash drive
Date: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 3:27:47 PM

Good Afternoon,

I attended the meeting last night and wish to get one of the Free Flash Drives of the EA that is being offered.

My name: Arthur Breedy
Address: 5142 30th Avenue Apt 4 O
                 Woodside, NY 11377

Please advise.

Arthur Breedy

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 9:34:26 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Arthur Breedy

Email: templrkt@aol.com

Phone: (347) 642-0328

Company / Organization: Boulevard Gardens Owners Corp.

Job Title / Position: VP Board of Directors

Street Address: 5142 30th Avenue Apt 4 O

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: There are people who live in our Co-Op community that were unable to attend the
Virtual Meeting on June 15th. What if their comments and concerns reach you AFTER July
3rd? Many went on vacation with their children and won’t be back until that week.
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From: ARTHUR BREEDY
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: A better use of FUNDS
Date: Saturday, July 10, 2021 5:30:24 PM

Good Evening,

Please see the link below and view the video.

This situation would be a better use of funds as opposed to the Penn Access Project.

It’s ridiculous that people must wade through the disgusting water just to get on/off a train.
What if there was a child?
What if there was an impaired individual?

What if this was a family member of yours?

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FPaulleeWR%2Fstatus%2F1413234413337563138%3Fref_src%3Dtwsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E1413234413337563138%257Ctwgr%255E%257Ctwcon%255Es1_c10%26ref_url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.insider.com%252Fvideos-subway-stations-flood-new-york-city-amid-
heavy-rain-2021-
7&amp;data=04%7C01%7CPSAOutreach%40mtacd.org%7C866ce5da3d324a41bcca08d943e9ebdf%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C1%7C637615494238231885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=Jg4O%2B5XrRd7ZX65G4Wq0K6Kjq1Gs8Fe95o%2FUNYKkPFw%3D&amp;reserved=0

A VERY concerned citizen and tax payer.

Arthur Breedy

Sent from my iPhone
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. JOSEPH KELLEHER: Thank you. Thanks for the invite. So, you 

know, there's so much has been said tonight with the 

presentation which I thought was phenomenal and I can remember 

the first meeting being at the borough president's office when 

at its inception and being part of this working committee has 

been just an amazing time. City Planning and MTA have done a 

wonderful job, you know, with sharing this with the community 

and, and being very forthright and informative about this whole 

process. Now most of all, besides being the chairman of the 

Bronx Chamber of Commerce, I represent all of the businesses in 

the Bronx who are extremely excited about the prospects of 

these new train stations. 

On behalf of Simone Development which I am the president 

of the Hutchinson Metro Center, we're extremely excited about 

the Morris Park Station as we are the other three and as people 

said reserve commuting, bringing the workforce to the Bronx, 

attracting new companies to the Bronx well now we'll have a 

transportation hub directly to the City of New York and to all 

points north. It's a very exciting time. Economic development 

in the Bronx is something that was happening a very healthy way 

prior to COVID. We've gotten through this, this time period 

together and we're really looking forward to the great things 

that are about to come with development in the Bronx. 

So these train stations will again they will create jobs, 

they will promote business which is badly needed throughout the 

city and especially here in the Bronx and for those people who 

live here in this borough I'm certain they're gonna be very 

excited to be able to take a train, you know, into Manhattan 

directly in, in probably less than a half hour rather than a 
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long commute that they have today. So thank you all very much 

and we look forward to the train stations. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, May 24, 2021 12:23:46 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Leslie Peterson

Email: keniyah@aol.com

Phone: (718) 320-1370

Company / Organization: Building 13 Association Inc.

Job Title / Position: President

Street Address: 100 Casals Pl, Apt 4H

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10475-3004

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I want to know where I would find the information to sign up to attend the virtual
public meeting scheduled for June 15th
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From: Leslie Peterson
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North-Penn Station Access
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 2:43:10 AM
Attachments: Metro-North comment letter to penn-station access.docx

To whom it may concern:
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to discuss suggestions and concerns regarding
the long awaited Metro North Stop in Co-op City, Bronx.
 
In contrast to the current plan (found at https://pennstationaccess.info/public-meeting I
would like to suggest a suggestion shared by a fellow shareholder and move or extend the
platform closer to I-95. The location of the Metro-North Co-op City Station is: “at street
level along Erskine Place, with station access at De Reimer Avenue.” Currently there is
no mention of a vital additional entrance to the station.
 
Two (2) entrances, one on Erskine to accommodate passenger drop-off/pickup by
passenger vehicles, taxis, and the Bx23, and a second entrance on the other side of the
tracks to accommodate the same transports from outside the Co-op City area is a more
advisable means of drop off and pick up. It will reduce future problematic situations and
ultimately will be less disruptive to the current community layout.
 
A service vehicle road already exists at that second location and is an ideal drop off and
pickup area. Just east of I-95, there is currently heavy equipment parked in the “circle,”
so environmental concerns should not be an issue.
 
A second concern is noise pollution that may be experience by the close proximity of the
tracks to the Building and homes directly across the street. The padding of the tracks
will provide some comfort but the lighting and announcements are a concern. Listening
to the Queens residents, watching videos of other station locations and the complaints
when repairs have to be made. I would like to know has consideration been made
regarding the installation of a sound wall and more sound resistant windows.
 
With that being said we are anxiously awaiting the Metro-North and hope that all will be
done to alleviate any potential issues.
 
Regards,
Leslie Peterson
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Leslie Peterson

100 Casals Place #4H

Bronx, New York 10475

July 2, 2021



To whom it may concern:



Thank you very much for the opportunity to discuss suggestions and concerns regarding the long awaited Metro North Stop in Co-op City, Bronx. 



In contrast to the current plan (found at https://pennstationaccess.info/public-meeting I would like to suggest a suggestion shared by a fellow shareholder and move or extend the platform closer to I-95. The location of the Metro-North Co-op City Station is: “at street level along Erskine Place, with station access at De Reimer Avenue.” Currently there is no mention of a vital additional entrance to the station.

 

Two (2) entrances, one on Erskine to accommodate passenger drop-off/pickup by passenger vehicles, taxis, and the Bx23, and a second entrance on the other side of the tracks to accommodate the same transports from outside the Co-op City area is a more advisable means of drop off and pick up. It will reduce future problematic situations and ultimately will be less disruptive to the current community layout. 

 

A service vehicle road already exists at that second location and is an ideal drop off and pickup area. Just east of I-95, there is currently heavy equipment parked in the “circle,” so environmental concerns should not be an issue. 



A second concern is noise pollution that may be experience by the close proximity of the tracks to the Building and homes directly across the street. The padding of the tracks will provide some comfort but the lighting and announcements are a concern. Listening to the Queens residents, watching videos of other station locations and the complaints when repairs have to be made. I would like to know has consideration been made regarding the installation of a sound wall and more sound resistant windows.



With that being said we are anxiously awaiting the Metro-North and hope that all will be done to alleviate any potential issues.



Regards,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leslie Peterson
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. JOHN RAVITZ: Good evening. My name is John Ravitz and 

I am the executive vice president and chief operating officer 

for the Business Council of Westchester, the county's only 

business membership organization focused on an economic 

development and advocacy with over tho-, 1,000 members. And 

tonight, I'm here to let you know our strong support for the MTA 

Penn Station Access Project. 

This project will introduce direct Metro-North service from 

the Bronx, Westchester, Connecticut to Penn Station, construct 

four new ADA accessible Metro-North stations in the Eastern 

Bronx, and make significant improvements to railroad 

infrastructure. It will do much to support and stimulate 

economic development in the region. It will increase 

accessibility to underserved areas, cut car commute time, and 

introduce reverse commute opportunities. 

As New York State and Westchester County looks to rebound 

from the impact of this pandemic, this project will serve as a 

driving force to help stimulate the region's economy 

particularly in Westchester. The Penn Access Project will help 

to both foster and support the dramatic growth underway in its 

urban centers such as New Rochelle which will have the closest 

station to New York City with direct service to east and west 

sides of Manhattan. The new rail service will benefit local 

educational campuses, medical institutions, commercial centers, 

and retail corridors by improving access and this project will 

also provide new mobility and commuting options for employees 

which is especially important for the development of the 

regional economy. The economic benefits of this project simply 

cannot be overstated and this long-awaited project will help 
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stimulate Westchester's economy for generations to come. Thank 

you very much. 
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From: straussnyc@verizon.net
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: MNR PSA Questions
Date: Thursday, June 17, 2021 5:51:06 PM

Dear MTA Construction and Development:
 
I had two questions which I hope that you can answer before I submit formal
comments on the EA:
 

1. Does the project assume continued use of an at-grade interlocking at Shell for
southbound/westbound NH line trains bound for the Hells Gate Bridge?  Is this
discussed anywhere in the Transportation section or other parts of the EA?

 
2. How come this project does not appear on the FTA’s Environmental Dashboard? 

Don’t they have a role in approving or rejecting the EA?
 

 
Thanks,
 
Steve Strauss
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. RICK CHANDLER: Good evening. My name is Rick 

Chandler, Senior Vice President of Strategic Development for the 

Montefiore Health System. I'm here this evening to express our 

support of the Penn Station Access Project and the associated 

environmental assessment and draft 4(f) evaluation. 

Montefiore Health System is one of the nation's largest 

consisting of ten hospitals, a primary and specialty care 

network of more than 200 locations across Westchester County, 

the lower Hudson Valley and the Bronx, an extended care 

facility, the Montefiore School of Nursing and our Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine here in Morris Park adjacent to the 

proposed Morris Park Station. 

Beginning in 2013, Montefiore entered Westchester County by 

opening Montefiore New Rochelle, Montefiore Mount Vernon, 

Schaffer Extended Care Center, and Montefiore School of Nursing. 

It was a transformative moment just as the new commuter rail 

stations are transformative for Westchester and the East Bronx. 

Montefiore and Einstein embraced the diversity of our workforce 

and community knowing that it's an intrinsic part of who we are. 

Montefiore is proud of its heritage serving residents of the 

Bronx and the surrounding New York metropolitan area as well as 

patients from across the nation and around the globe. We know 

the different backgrounds bring new contributions to patient 

care and medical advancements. 

We're committed to offering access to vital programs and 

exceptional care to all patients regardless of social or 

economic status, ethnicity, creed, gender, and sexual 

orientation. RPA also advocates for government policies that 

ensure equitable access to all care both primary and advanced 
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specialty care. So we believe this new portal to the East Bronx 

and Manhattan, Westchester and Connecticut will advance 

collaboration, improve equity among centers of academic research 

and commerce, expand job opportunities, and seed new businesses 

for this area. Thank you. 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. CAMELIA TEPELUS: Good evening. My name is Camelia 

Tepelus. I'm the executive director for the Morris Park 

Business Improvement District in the Central East Bronx. I'm 

here to strongly state support for this project that will be 

transformative for economic development in Central and East 

Bronx. On behalf of 300 small businesses lining up Morris Park 

Avenue, we couldn't be more excited about this project and 

literally people are counting the months until they will be able 

to buy the first ticket leading taking Metro-North into Penn 

Station. 

We have been actively reaching out to the community through 

our local organizations and stakeholders informing them about 

the supports needed to engage with the community engagement 

process. We have been [unintelligible] [01:05:33] one hour 

social media in the Bronx Times, pictures of the forthcoming 

designs of the stations, and we look forward to keep receiving 

this information from all the partners building of this project 

so that we ensure that our members are informed about the course 

of the project. 

One thing I wanted to bring to your attention is challenges 

that we are currently having with MTA properties, stations, 

overpasses, structures along the elevated trainlines that are 

littered with graffiti. We keep cleaning them month after month 

after month so we just wanted to bring this to your attention 

the long-term planning of the stations that funds for 

maintenance of the, of the street escape around them the plazas, 

the pedestrian exits, are being there considered so that 

graffiti is no longer an issue associated with MTA structures 

that provides so badly needed really lunch lines for the 
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community to access jobs both in Manhattan along with 

Westchester and Connecticut. 

Again, on behalf of the Morris Park Business Improvement 

District, we thank all of you putting time and effort and 

communication and, and patience into bringing this project 

forward and we are here to support you with everything we can in 

reaching out to the grassroots of the communities that will be 

impacted by, by this project. Thank you very much for the 

opportunity to testify. 
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From: Doyle, John C.
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Tonight"s meeting
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 3:36:38 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Greetings,

I presume tonight’s meeting will be recorded for review after the fact?
 
Thanks,
JD
--
John C. Doyle
Associate Director
Department of Marketing, Public and Community Relations
p-(718) 918-4055, f- (718) 918-7212, c- (917) 553-4642
john.doyle@nychhc.org
 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi
NYC Health + Hospials/North Central Bronx
1400 Pelham Parkway South, Bldg 4- Room 7N21,
Bronx NY 10461

 
 

Visit www.nychealthandhospitals.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this E-Mail may be confidential
and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted
to be taken in reliance on this e-mail, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this E-Mail message in error, notify the sender by reply E-Mail and delete the
message.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnychealthandhospitals.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPSAOutreach%40mtacd.org%7C9e1402031da74a3c61a408d93034e315%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C0%7C637593825977262405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mC7om1%2FkHRwz6giY5XGFeN8eGmpQ2Y0veoG3fGkK40A%3D&reserved=0
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From: Sonia Lalwani
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Fwd: Consider our Media options
Date: Thursday, June 10, 2021 8:38:23 AM
Attachments: Media Kit 2020.pdf

MediaKitOnline2020_Layout 1.pdf
MediaKit_ITVGOLD.pdf

Hello,

I saw your ad in AmNewYork and wondering if you would like to consider our
publication. Kindly review our attached Media options in Print, Digital and TV.  

 

Once we know the number of insertions you would like to run, we can work out a
special package for you.

 
We have three publications - three weekly newspapers News India Times,
Gujarat Times and Desi Talk.
 
Our Group of Publications: 
We are one of the leading Indian American newspaper groups in the U.S. aimed
at the Indian American community. It is also one of the most trusted and
respected Indian American publication groups in the U.S. 
  
Our flagship publication, News India-Times, a nationally subscribed newspaper,
is one of the oldest and one of the largest Indian American publications in the
U.S. (founded in 1975). 
  
We also have another newspaper Desi Talk with two editions (New York-New
Jersey and Chicago), which is the most circulated newspaper in the New York-
New Jersey area and in Chicago.
Gujarat Times  a Gujarati language newspaper is nationally subscribed weekly
founded in 1999 targeting the Gujarati speaking Indians living in the US.

Our Reach: 
The three newspapers will enable you to reach out to readers all over the U.S.
from separate niche markets within the Indian American community and also
specific local New York-New Jersey and Chicago markets too. The magazine is
distributed all over the U.S. 
  
Electronic Versions: 
Furthermore, our Websites are : 
www.newsindiatimes.com, www.desitalk.com and www.gujarattimesusa.com have
electronic versions of our print papers. That gives our advertisers even more
reach in addition to print without additional charge.
  
I have enclosed a complete media kit for your perusal and record. Should you

B-95

mailto:sonia@newsindiatimes.com
mailto:PSAOutreach@mtacd.org
http://gt8ni/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://ewsindia-times.com/
http://gt8ni/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.desitalk.com/
http://gt8ni/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.gujarattimesusa.com/



News India-Times is a nationally subscribed
weekly founded in 1975. It targets the South
Asian population in the United States.


News India-Times is distributed throughout
the U.S.: 
• East Coast - 60% • Mid-West - 20% • West
Coast - 15% • Rest - 5% 
TOTAL - 100%


Desi Talk, NY, was founded in 1997 and
Desi Talk, Chicago, in 2004. The publica-
tions target the South Asians in the New
York metropolitan area, and in Chicago,
Illinois, respectively.
Distribution in NY- NJ areas: 
• New York - 45% • New Jersey - 45% 
CT 5% PA 3% DE 2% TOTAL - 100%


Distribution in Chicago, IL areas: 
• Chicago - 35%  • Suburbs - 65%
TOTAL - 100%The Group


Gujarat Times is a nationally subscribed
weekly founded in 1999. It targets the
Gujarati-speaking Indians living in the United
States, which number about 50%.


Gujarat Times is distributed throughout
the U.S.: 
• East Coast - 60% • Mid-West - 17% • South -
13% • West Coast - 10%
TOTAL - 100%
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Just a Click Away!


India's Consul General In New York  Sandeep  Chakravorty’s #digitaldiplomacy 
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No. 49    April 5, 2019
  Published by Parikh Worldwide Media, LLC


     Ï‰ø‹ Á_‰÷ 2075 ŒÎ√HÎ ‰ÿ ±‹ÎÁ


flı¬Î ’Àı·fiÌ ãÿ›V’Âa ‰Î÷Î˝— Ï‰flÎÁ÷


flÎ…¶ÎflÌ ZÎıhÎı ‰‘
…‰Î⁄ÿÎflÌfiÌ


’˛Ï÷⁄©÷Î T›@÷
¿fl÷Î ¿˘LÁ·
…fifl· Á_ÿÌ’


«ø‰÷a
’Îfi_ 6


fl_√¤ÒÏ‹fiÌ
‹ËI‰fiÌ CÎÀfiÎ—


48 ¿·Î¿‹Î_ 300
¿·Î¿Îfl˘ 77


fiÎÀ¿˘ ±fiı 700
’ÎhÎ˘ ¤…‰Âı


’Îfi_ 25


¤Îfl÷fi_ “Ï‹ÂfiÂ„@÷”—ÁıÀı·Î≥ÀÏ‰fl˘‘Ì Ï‹ÁÎ≥·fi_ÁŒ‚ ’flÌZÎHÎ


(Œ˘À˘Á˙…L›— youtube.)


(Œ˘À˘Á˙…L›— pib.nic.)


  


    
 


 


  
  


   
  


Watch on ITV GOLD


Voice of the community 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY


Monday to Thursday 8:00 PM & 11:00 PM ET
Sunday 11 AM ET


’Îfi_ S18
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Fighting Bullying


  


Watch on ITV GOLD
Voice of the community 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY


Monday to Thursday 8:00 PM & 11:00 PM ET
Sunday 11 AM ET


 


 


HIGHLIGHTS  


NCAA Division 1
Director


 


      


Twin HonorsU.S.-India  Ties Strong


Doctor In California Pleads Guilty To Health Care Fraud PAGE 14


PAGE 5


India became the 4th country in the world
able to intercept attacks from space, another feather
in Modi's cap on eve of elections


Anti-Missile Test
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Three most trusted weekly newspapers
and two digital magazines
serving Indian Americans


The ONLY Indian American Media Group that gives you Maximum
Media Vehicles and Cost-Effective Reach


Parikh Worldwide Media is a media company having three newspapers, News India Times, Desi Talk, New York, and Chicago, and Gujarat Times and 24/7
TV Channel - ITV GOLD. The company's core purpose is to create, collect and distribute high-quality news, information and entertainment about South Asia
and the diaspora. The Group publishes News India Times, Desi Talk, New York and Chicago - two English language weeklies, Gujarat Times, a Gujarati
language newspaper, and also operates internet properties that include NewsIndiaTimes.com, DesiTalk.com and GujaratTimesUSA.com.


Check our websites at: 
www.newsindiatimes.com, www.desitalk.com, www.gujarattimesusa.com and www.itvgold.com


Head Office: 35 Journal Square, Suite 204, Jersey City, NJ 07306 • Ph: (212) 675-7515 • Fax: (212) 675-7624
New York Office: 3601 36th Ave, Long Island City, NY 11106 


Chicago Office: 2652 West Devon Avenue, Suite B, Chicago, IL 60659







Our New York City newspaper racks are proudly displayed in front of 
Madison Square Garden (The World’s Most Famous Arena) and in 


front of Macy’s Herald Square (The World’s Largest Store)


We have sevaral other rack locations in New York and New Jersey besides of our regular distribution points 







COMBINED RATE CARD
Full Page Half Page Quarter Page 1/8th Page Per Column Inch


B & W       Color B & W       Color B & W       Color B & W
News India Times
Desi Talk, NY-NJ
Desi Talk, Chicago


$2100      $3150 $1100      $1650 $600        $900 $325 $40
$850        $1275 $435        $650 $275        $410 $150 $20
NA            $900 NA           $450 NA          $225 $100 Color $18


TOTAL $4700      $7950 $2485      $4150 $1410      $2335 $885     $118


FREQUENCY DISCOUNT*


Frequency Discount
5 insertions 5%


6    -    13 insertions 10%
14    -    26 insertions 15%
27    -    39 insertions 20%
40    -    52 insertions 25%


*Applicable only when ads run concurrently in the selected combination


MECHANICAL DETAILS:
Four columns to a page Display Ads


• Column width 2.375”


• Column depth 13.88”


• Resolution: High 300 dpi or more. Line Screen 85 lpi


• File: PDF or TIFF (Color should be CMYK) Fonts: Embedded


Five columns to a page Classified Ads


• Classified Column width 1.8”


• Classified Column depth 13.88”


Full Page Half Page Half Page


4 Cols. x 13.88” 2 Cols. x 13.88” 4 Cols. x 13.88”


1/8th


Page


2 Cols. x


3.4”


Quarter


Page


2 Cols. x


6.88”


Call us at: 212-675-7515
Email us at: 


advertising@newsindia-times.com
Fax us at: 212-675-7624


Note: All rates are gross and in US dollars. 


Gujarat Times $900         $1350 $500        $750 $260        $390 $160 $20


Epaper: Our electronic versions of all our print publications 
(A replica of print version). That gives our advertisers even more reach in
addition to print without additional charge with following links: 
http://epaper.desitalk.com, http://epaper.newsindiatimes.com, 
http://epaper.desitalkchicago.com, www.gujarattimesusa.com.


COMBINATION RATE INCENTIVE


SPECIAL POSITION ADDITIONAL SURCHARGE


Back Page 100%
Center Spread 75%
Specific Page 50%
Front Page Color Strip (10”x 1”) 200%


PRODUCTION
$10 or 15% of the cost of the advertisement - whichever is higher


DISTRIBUTION AREA
News India-Times - Nationwide, by subscription; 
Gujarat Times - Nationwide, by subscription;
Desi Talk (NY-NJ), Desi Talk (Chicago, IL) - Free distribution in
New York Metropolitan area, and Chicago and surrounding areas
respectively.


PUBLICATION DATE
Every Friday


CLOSING DATE
10 days prior to publication date


For any two (2) publications 10%
For any three (3) publications 15%
For more (4 or 5) publications 20%


Full Page


10” x 13.88”
Half Page


4.97” x 13.88”


Quarter


Page


4.97” x


6.88”


1/8th


Page


4.97” x


3.4”


US India Global Review $850         $1275 $450        $650 $275        $410 $150 $20


Half Page


Vertical


4.97” x 13.88”







ORDERING AN AD


How to order a Display ad


RESERVATIONS


To reserve space for a display ad, call us at 212-675-7515 or ask for our
Display Advertising Section or fax your advertisement with
complete contact information to 212-675-7624 or send us an email at
advertising@newsindia-times.com. We can be reached by telephone
from 10.00 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. (Eastern Time) Monday through Friday. 


INSERTION ORDER


An Insertion Order must be prepared by the advertiser/agency for
each advertisement, and should include the following:
• Insertion Order Number
• Name of Advertiser 
• Billing Address
• Date(s) of Insertion
• Section or Position Request, if necessary
• Size and Cost of the advertisement
• Description of the Advertisement (i.e. headline)
• Contact Name and Phone Number


MATERIALS


• Electronic submission of industry standard PDF files is preferred for
all advertisements. Other electronic formats that are acceptable are
TIF, JPEG and Photoshop.


• When electronic submission is not possible, camera-ready material
may be given. 


• For mechanical data, please refer to our rate card for both color and
black and white ads. 


QUESTIONS


If you have any questions after placing your reservation, please call
212-675-7515 and speak to the assisting advertising executive to
help you deal with any advertising reservation, material processing
and billing information, that would include:
• Ad changes
• Contract, rate and billing information
• Deadline and material specification inquiries
• Electronic transmission questions


A PARTIAL LIST OF OUR ADVERTISERS
TELECOM:
Verizon
Vonage
Nokia
AT&T


INSURANCE:
New York Life
State Farm Insurance
MetLife 


MONEY TRANSFER:
Western Union
Moneygram


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY:
Cadillac
Infiniti
Nissan
Land Rover
Toyota
Lexus
Mercedez Benz


BANKS:
Apple Bank
Chase Bank


Citibank
PNC Bank
HAB Bank
Indus-BCB American Bank
State Bank of India
Bank of Baroda
Bank of India
RomAsia Bank
Wells Fargo


HOTELS:
Applecore Hotels


DEPARTMENTAL STORES:
Macy’s


MEDIA: 
Comcast Corporation
DIRECTV
DISH Network
Cablevision
Star TV
SET Asia (Sony TV)
Zee TV
Time Warner Cable of New York
AVS
TV Asia
Jus Punjabi


HumDesi Radio
Radio Dill


IMMIGRATION-ATTORNEYS: 
David Nachman & Michael
Phulwani
Chhetry Law Offices
Cyrus D. Mehta & Associates, 
Bretz and Coven
Nicholas J. Mundy
Bhatia Law Offices


AIRLINES: 
Air-India
Lufthansa
Emirates
Finnair
Qatar Airways
Etihad 


UTILITIES:
Con Edison


TOURISM:
India Tourism


BEVERAGES:
Pepsico


FOOD
Britannia
Amul
Unilever 


HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY: 
Queens Hospital Center
Elmhurst Hospital Center
Health Plus
United Health Care Oxford
Fidelis Health Plan
Health Republic NJ 


EDUCATIONAL: 
Avtech
Aims
Technology Career Services Int.
Kaizen
Aruba Xavier University
Information & Technology
Management
Computech Computers Inc
Passaic County Community
College
Rutgers University


plus several other categories...







A PARTIAL LIST OF OUR SUPPORTERS







Facts about Indian Americans


✬ Many Indian Americans are recent arrivals. 87.2%
of Indian-American adults in 2010 were foreign-
born, the highest percentage among the six largest
Asian-American groups; 37.6% of those had been in
the U.S. 10 years or less. One consequence of so
many Indian Americans having arrived so recently:
Only 56.2% of adults were U.S. citizens, the lowest
share among the six subgroups studied in detail.


✬ Indian Americans are among the most highly edu-
cated racial or ethnic groups in the U.S. 70% of
Indian Americans aged 25 and older had college
degrees in 2010, by far the highest rate among the six
Asian-American groups studied and 2.5 times the
rate among the overall U.S. population. More recent
(2013) data from the American Community Survey
provides more detail: 40.6% of Indian Americans 25
and older have graduate or professional degrees, and
32.3% have bachelor’s degrees; an additional 10.4%
have some college education. One likely factor: the
large segment of Indian Americans who entered the
country under the H1-B visa program, which allow
highly skilled foreign workers in designated “special-
ty occupations” to work in the U.S. In 2011, for exam-
ple, 72,438 Indians received H1-B visas, 56% of all
such visas granted that year.


✬ Not all Indian Americans are Hindu. Only about half (51%) of Indian Americans are Hindu, though nearly
all Asian-American Hindus (93%) trace their heritage to India, according to our 2012 survey. 18% of Indian
Americans identified themselves as Christians (as both Haley and Jindal do); 10% said they were Muslim. The
religious shares of Indian Americans are markedly different from those of India itself (where an estimated
79.5% of the population is Hindu and only 2.5% is Christian, according to Pew Research’s 2012 Global
Religious Landscape report), reflecting differential migration patterns.


✬ Indian Americans generally are well-off. Median annual household income for Indian Americans in 2010
was $88,000, much higher than for all Asian Americans ($66,000) and all U.S. households ($49,800) — per-
haps not surprising, given their high education levels. Only 9% of adult Indian Americans live in poverty,
compared with 12% of Asian Americans overall and 13% of the U.S. population. In 2010, by our analysis, 28%
of Indian American worked in science and engineering fields; according to the 2013 American Community
Survey, more than two-thirds (69.3%) of Indian Americans 16 and older were in management, business, sci-
ence and arts occupations.


Courtesy: Pew Research Center







THE INDIAN AMERICANS - AN EMERGING MARKET 


SOME FACTS


FASTEST GROWING ETHNIC


COMMUNITY IN THE US


100% growth since 2000. Presently more than 3.2 million.
Comparison of the growth rates (2000 to 2009):


White 6%
Black 7.5%
Asian Indian 100%


HIGHEST MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD


INCOME 


• Indian Americans - $122,026
($61K ahead of non-Hispanic white)


Non-Hispanic White $61K
Hispanic $47K
Black $39K


HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL


ATTAINMENT


• More than 68% of Indian Americans hold advanced 
degrees


Indian American 68%
Non-Hispanic White 29%
Black 17%
Hispanic 12%


ONE OF THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF


PROFESSIONAL & 


ENTREPRENEURIAL ATTAINMENT 


More than 50% of the start-up companies in Silicon Valley
were headed or founded by Indian Americans 


TOP ASIAN GROUPS IN THE U.S.


(BY POPULATION)


Chinese 3,794,673
Fillipino 3,416,840
Indian American 3,183,063
Indian Americans account for 18 percent of the total Asian
American population


TOP 10 STATES HAVING INDIAN-


AMERICAN POPULATION


California, New York, New Jersey, Texas, Illinois, Florida,
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Maryland and Virginia


THE ASIAN AMERICANS SPENDING


MACHINE


Buying power (estimated) in 2009 - $508 billion
Buying Power (in billion) % Change


2000 2009 2000-20009
Asian $268 $508 89%
Total US $7187 $10717 49%
Source: Selig Center for Economic Growth, The University of
Georgia, July 2009)


INDIAN AMERICANS ARE THE


LEADING OWNERS OF HOTELS,


MOTELS


• About 38% (about 20,000) of the hotels and motels in the US
are owned by Indian Americans
• That includes about 50% of the economy lodging properties
in the US 
Source: A.A.H.O.A.


INDIAN AMERICANS MAKE A LONG


LIST OF  MILLIONAIRES


There are over 200,000 Indian American Millionaires in the US
Source: Merrill Lynch


Source: Census 2010


INDIAN AMERICANS FORM 


SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF 


MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS 


There are estimated to be over 80,000 medical professionals in
the US of Indian Origin
Source: A.A.P.I. (2019)
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BEST OF BOTH WORLD 







It is no secret that audiences are more fragmented than
ever and digital continues to show explosive growth
across desktop and mobile platforms. In an online survey
reported that Americans own an average of four to six
digital devices resulting in connectivity with screens
throughout the day and engagement with media content
for more than 60 hours a week.


To leverage this growth, Parikh Worldwide Media ap-
proach integrates first- and third-party data, search, social
media, content marketing, video, mobile, display and a
continuous optimization cycle to help you find your best
audience. Our first-party data is powerful.


Custom solutions result in delivering the right message,
at the right time, to the right audience – on whatever de-
vice, screen or publication your audiences are using at the
moments that matters most. We do this through:


Flexible buying and targeting options across all platforms.
Creative opportunities that help advertisers stand out
from their competition.
Efficient campaign planning on multiple sites through one
trusted and local source.
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Something Completely Different
On The Web!
Our Group of Publications:
We are the leading Indian American newspaper group in the U.S. serving the Indian American
community. It is also the most trusted and respected Indian American publication group in the
U.S.


Our flagship publication, News India Times, a nationally subscribed weekly newspaper, is one of
the oldest and one of the largest Indian American publications in the U.S. (founded in 1975). It
caters to the serious readers that include business people and professionals, among others.


We also have another local weekly newspaper Desi Talk with two editions (New York-New Jersey
and Chicago), which is the most circulated newspaper in the New York-New Jersey and in
Chicago, Illinois areas. It publishes local news and other stories for leisure reading.


Gujarat Times is an Indian language nationally subscribed newspaper, one of the largest Gujarati
newspapers in the U.S. It provides an in-depth look into the Gujarati community here in the U.S.,
quoted by New York Times to be nearly half of the Indians living here, and also provides engaging
reading of the literature and events in the state of Gujarat in India. 


Electronic Versions:
Furthermore, our web sites NewsIndiaTimes.com and GujaratTimesUSA.com are available as in-
teractive sites, plus we have electronic versions of all our print publications (an online replica of
the print version). That gives our advertisers even more reach in addition to print without addi-
tional charge with following links: http://epaper.desitalk.com/, http://epaper.newsindiatimes.com/,
http://epaper.desitalkchicago.com 
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Regarding the Banner ads on our website, we have special rates 
for both our publication News India Times & Desi Talk with 
combined urls:


We have 50,000 unique visitors every month and we can deliver in a month total 300K banner 


 


BANNER ADVERTISING ON WEBSITE


Newsletter reaches  subscribers twice in a week for both 
News India Times  & Desi Talk Headlines out of which 
subscribers are from Tristate area and rest are nationwide in USA. 
Our Open Rate is .


are linked to your website.


NEWSLETTER


Any section pages     $500 per month.


Page views monthly            100,000


           $200 
Size of Ba er Ad 3 pixels x 25 pixels


(GI , PNG or Jpeg format) with target link
per week for both the newsletters.             $300 


Size of Ba er ad : 6 pixels x pixels


(GI , PNG or Jpeg format) with target link
per week for both publications.
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Approximately 350,000 page views per month and growing


Creative Specifications & Guidelines:
• File Formats Accepted - .gif, .jpg, .png
• File size under 40 KB
• Supports 3rd party server click tracking
• Rich media must be user initiated
• Flash Files: 15 seconds max animation, .swf file, 3 loop max
• Video ads: 30 seconds max. time


Ad Positions & Placements:  Please call to discuss placement
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2017 Rate Card for Web
Ad Units Unit Size ROS Targeted* (Pixels) (Run of Site)


Leaderboard (Header)      728 x 90  Pixels              $18CPM  or $2000/month     $7CPM    or $2000/month 


Banner Home Page             300x 250 Pixels            $10CPM or $1200/month       $5CPM    or $1200/month 


Leaderboard (Middle) 728 x 90 Pixels                $5CPM  or $800/month       $4CPM or $1200/month


Leaderboard (Middle) 728 x 90 Pixels               $4CPM  or $600/month       $3CPM or $1200/month


Ear Panel Banner with long term only 180 x90 pixels                       $1000 per month with Min 3 months contract. 


Parikh Worldwide Media, LLC
Head Office: 115 West 30th Street, Suite 1206


New York, NY 10001
Phone: 212-675-7515, Fax: 212-675-7624


Chicago Office: 2652 West Devon Avenue, Suite # B, 
Chicago, IL 60659







Digital Platforms - Rates and Sizes 
Weekly Newsletters
Newsletter reaches 10,000 subscribers twice a week for both News India Times & Desi Talk Headlines, out of which 60% of sub-
the scribers are from the Tristate area and rest are nationwide in USA. Our Open Rate is 22% to 26%.


Desi Talk headlines are sent on every Tuesday evening and News India Times headlines are sent every Friday evening.  The
newsletter banners are linked to your website.


www.newsindiatimes.com


Top Banner 
800 pixels wide 
x 150 pixels in height


Mid Banner 
300 pixels wide 
x 250 pixels in height







Population
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Indians are the second largest
Asian American group after the Chinese.


Education
Almost 67% of all Indians  have a bachelor’s or higher degree (com-
pared  to  28% nationally  and  44% average  for  all  Asian Ameri-
can groups). Almost 40% of all Indians in the United States have a
master’s, doctorate or other professional degree, which is five times
the national average.


Occupation
Among Indian Americans, 72.3% participate in the U.S. work force,
of which 57.7% are  employed  in  managerial  and  professional
specialties. As of 2010, 66.3% of Indian Americans are employed in
select professional and managerial  specialties compared with the
national average of 35.9%. According to the American Association
of Physicians of Indian Origin, there are close to 35,000 Indian
American doctors.


Income
Family Income Range: $50,000 to $400,000
Average Family Income: $90,000 plus
According  to the 2010 U.S. Census, Indian Americans  had the
highest household income of all ethnic groups in the United States.


Family
About 70% of Asian Indians are married. Average Family Size: 3 or
more


Growth
Comparing  only  the four South Asian  groups  for which there is
Census data from both 2000 and 2010 (Bangladeshi,  Indian, Pak-
istani, and Sri Lankan), the South Asian community as a whole grew
78% over the past decade. 
According to the 2010 United States Census, the Asian Indian popu-
lation in the United States grew from almost 1,678,765 in 2000
(0.6% of U.S. population) to 2,843,391 in 2010 (0.9% of U.S. popu-
lation), a growth rate of 69.37%, one of the fastest growing ethnic
groups in the United States.
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Allows 
advertisers to
reach the most 
affluent, 
educated 
demographic:
South Asians.








Voice of the community


www.itvgold.com







www.itvgold.com


● Parikh Worldwide Media, the largest Indian-American and South Asian news publishing house in
the United States, acquired ITV Gold in 2018.


● ITV Gold is the first-ever 24×7 cable TV channel in the US to deliver news about India, Indian-
Americans and South Asians, since it was launched in 1985.


● The ITV Gold portfolio includes the signature program ‘Vision of Asia’ that the community is 
familiar with since 1976, when it was launched by founder of ITV Gold, Dr. Banad N. Viswanath,
an entrepreneur and philanthropist. With this acquisition, Parikh Worldwide Media is now the 
#1 media house in the United States catering to the Indian and South Asian diaspora community.


● The New York City-headquartered Parikh Worldwide Media, with offices in Chicago, Bay Area, 
New Jersey, Mumbai, Bangalore and Ahmedabad, publishes the nationally circulated English
weekly newspaper News India Times; regional English weeklies, Desi Talk in New York, and, Desi
Talk in Chicago; as well as the Gujarati language weekly newspaper, Gujarat Times. It also pub-
lishes an online magazine, Indian American, and a bimonthly journal, U.S. India Global Review,
which is affiliated to a think tank based in New York City, the Parikh Foundation for India’s Global 
Development.


● Parikh Worldwide Media was founded by Padma Shri Dr. Sudhir Parikh, a renowned allergist, 
philanthropist, and decorated community leader.


● Broadcasts film, music, community news, serials, plays and other shows relevant to the South
Asian Community.


● Produced orginal shows including news, community news, Business News, Entertainment, 
Cultural and Educational programs. 


● Airs regularly scheduled programming in Hindi, English, Gujarati, and other regional languages. 


Company Overview
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Indians in the U.S. Fact Sheet


Indian population in the U.S., 2000-2015
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Indians in the U.S. Fact Sheet


Educational attainment of Indian population in the U.S., 2015
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Indians in the U.S. Fact Sheet


Top 10 U.S. metropolitan areas by Indian population, 2015
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Indians in the U.S. Fact Sheet


Length of time in the U.S. for Indian immigrants, 2000-2015
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Indians in the U.S. Fact Sheet


3.18฀Million฀Asian฀Indians฀in฀the฀United฀States
With฀a฀combined฀disposable฀income฀of฀$88฀billion
An฀estimated฀annual฀buying฀power฀of฀$20฀billion
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Who are the 


South Asians in America?
Over 4.8 million South Asians live in the United States. The South Asian commu-


nity in the United States comprises of individuals with ancestry from Bangladesh,


Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives. The community also


includes members of the South Asian diaspora – past generations of South


Asians who originally settled in many areas around the world, including the


Caribbean (Guyana, Jamaica, Suriname, and Trinidad & Tobago), Africa (Nigeria,


South Africa, Uganda), Canada, Europe, the Middle East, and other parts of Asia


and the Pacific Islands (Fiji, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore).


The community is far from homogeneous; South Asians are not only diverse in


terms of national origin, but also by virtue of possessing a variety of ethnic, reli-


gious, and linguistic characteristics. The community is comprised of individuals


who practice distinct religions and speak different languages, yet share similar


immigration histories. For example, South Asians practice Buddhism, Christianity,


Hinduism, Jainism, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, and Zoroastrianism. The most com-


mon languages other than English spoken by South Asians in the United States


include Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Punjabi, and Urdu.


South Asians are also diverse in terms immigration and socioeconomic status.


The majority of South Asians who live in the United States are foreign-born, with


over 75% of the population born outside of the United States. South Asians pos-


sess a range of immigration statuses including undocumented immigrants; stu-


dent and worker visa holders and their dependents; legal permanent residents;


and naturalized citizens. With respect to employment, many South Asians have


careers in the technology and medical fields; many within the community are also


employed in lower-wage jobs as cashiers, taxi workers, and restaurant workers.
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ITV GOLD 


Viewer Demographic Breakdown


● Age Breakdown: 25-49 years (76%) 50 and above (25%)


● Gender: Male 52% Female 48%


● Marital Status: Married 80% Single/Students 20% 


● Annual Income Levels: $75K - $130K (60%)   Over $130K (40%) 


● Education Levels: Graduate School (60%) College Degree (40%)


● Languages Spoken: English, Hindi 


● Home Ownership: 65%


● Household Size: Approximate 4 per household


● Residency: 90% (Citizens or Green Card Holders), 10% Foreign Students/Visitors. 


● Ethnic Diversity Split: 75% Indians, 10% Pakistanis 
15% Bangladeshi/SriLankan/West Indies
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ITV GOLD 


Distribution in North America


Cable 


YouTube


TelecomSatellite
Coming Soon Coming Soon


Spectrum (Time Warner), 


Altice (Optimum), RCN 
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Why Advertise on ITV Gold? 


● It is the longest running South Asian & Indo-Caribbean
TV  channel in the United States.


● Reaching 250,000 affluent viewers nationwide on 
Spectrum-Charter (Time Warner), Altice (Optimum) 
and RCN.


● Content: Hindi Movies, Dramas, News, Interviews, 
Live Call-in Shows, Community News, Medical, 
Immigration, Politics, Coverage of Special Events and 
Much More.


● ITV’s target audience are South Asian & 
Indo-Caribbean communities, who happen to be 
socio-economically some of the strongest ethnic 
groups in the United States, it is a natural choice for 
advertisers to use it as a platform. 
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Advertising Rates:


WEEKLY 15 Seconds  30 Seconds


2 spots a day $150 $300


4 spots a day $300 $450


6 spots a day $400 $800


8 spots a day $450 $900


10 spots a day $600 $1000


12 spots a day $700 $1300


14 spots a day $800 $1500 


MONTHLY 15 Seconds 30 Seconds


2 spots a day $300 $500


4 spots a day $500 $900


6 spots a day $750 $1,300


8 spots a day $900 $1,700


10 spots a day $1,100 $2,100


12 spots a day $1,300 $2,500


14 spots a day $1,600 $3,000


PLACEMENT : 50% PRIME TIME & 50% RUN-OF-STATION


RATES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FOR 60 SEC SPOTS, INFOMERCIALS, 
SPONSORSHIPS AND INDEPENDENTLY PRODUCED COMMUNITY BASED PROGRAMS.


We reserve the right to refuse or cancel an advertiser’s order and assume no liability for
the contents of the commercial.


NOTE: The above rates are NET and not inclusive of agency commission. 
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Tech Specs: 


Advertising content must meet broadcasting standards of the USA. 
If you have any questions please contact us. 


Specification for supply of commercial material on tape/digital. 


Tape format is Mini DV, DV Cam and Betacam SP.


PAL or NTSC are accepted.


DVD format is also accepted.


Audio is mono tracks 1 and 2.


Commercial should start at one minute into tape. Include backup copy on same tape.


A countdown clock with identifying information should precede each commercial.


Duration and title should be clearly noted. 


Tapes must be provided 2 weeks prior to air date.


New York Office:
3601 36 Ave
Long Island City, 
NY 11106
Tel: 718-784-8555


Corporate Office: 
35 Journal Square
Suite 204 
Jersey City, NJ 07306
Tel: 212-675-7515


Chicago Office:
2652 W Devon Ave
Chicago, IL. 
60659
Tel:  773-856-0545


Email: advertising@itvgold.com







require any further information please call me at (212) 675-7515 or send an
email to my attention at sonia@newsindiatimes.com
  

Thanks & Regards,

Sonia Lalwani
Senior Sales and Marketing Manager 
Parikh Worldwide Media, LLC & ITV Gold.
News India Times, Desi Talk, The Indian American and Gujarat Times
35 Journal Square, Suite 204
Jersey City, NJ 07306
Tel: 212-675-7515 ext 106,  Fax: 212-675-7624 
Cell: 646-359-1608
www.newsindiatimes.com, www.desitalk.com, www.gujarattimesusa.com 

 

Join Our Mailing List
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From: R Pizarro
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Cc: O"Donnell, Joseph
Subject: Penn Station Access Project
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 3:12:36 PM

Good Afternoon Mr. O’Donnell,
 
I want to take this moment to share with you our support for the Penn Station Access Project. 
This project is vitally important to New York City as a whole, and especially for our residents
here in the Bronx who will benefit from these new stations, one specifically located right in the
Parkchester Community. 
 
The creation of a ‘one seat ride’ from the Bronx to Penn Station and Manhattan’s west, will
create direct transit options for a historically underserviced area of the city.  In addition, by
seamlessly connecting the Bronx community with Manhattan, through the Penn Station
Access Project, residents will benefit from direct access to the city’s employment, education
and cultural opportunities.
 
For far too long, residents of Parkchester and the Bronx have had limited access through mass
transit to these vital stations – so the Penn Station Access Project will create much-needed
transit options for our community.
 
PPM, fully support the Penn Station Access Project for all the above reasons.   
 
Thank you,
 
Ricky Pizarro, CEO
Parkchester Preservation Management
 
 
 
 

Ricky Pizarro
Chief Executive Officer
Parkchester Preservation Management LLC
2000 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Direct Dial: 718-536-2010
 
Company Website |www.parkchesternyc.com

This e-mail and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain proprietary
information and trade secrets of Parkchester Preservation Management and its subsidiaries. This e-mail may also
contain information which is confidential or which is protected from disclosure by privilege. Any unauthorized use,
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disclosure or distribution of this e-mail and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, let us
know by reply e-mail and then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message.
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From: R. Pizarro
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access Project
Date: Thursday, June 17, 2021 10:58:06 PM

 
To Joseph O’Donnell,
 
The Penn Station Access Project is vitally important to New York City as a whole, and especially
for our residents here in the Bronx who will benefit from these new stations, one specifically
located right in the Parkchester Community. 
 
The creation of a ‘one seat ride’ from the Bronx to Penn Station and Manhattan’s west will
create direct transit options for a historically underserviced area of the city. In addition, by
seamlessly connecting the Bronx community with Manhattan through the Penn Station Access
Project, residents will benefit from direct access to the city’s employment, education and
cultural opportunities.
 
For far too long, residents of Parkchester and the Bronx have had limited access through mass
transit to these vital stations – so the Penn Station Access Project will create much-needed
transit options for our community.
 
PPM, fully support the Penn Station Access Project for all the above reasons.   
 
Thank you,
 
Ricky Pizarro, CEO
Parkchester Preservation Management
 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. LISA DAGLIAN: Hi, good evening. My name is Lisa 

Daglian. I'm the executive director of the Permanent Citizens 

Advisory Committee to the MTA, PCAC. Thank you for the 

opportunity to testify. Penn Station Access if a long time 

coming and we're thrilled it's coming to fruition. It involves 

the construction of four new ADA accessible Metro-North stations 

in the Eastern Bronx at Hunts Point, Parkchester/Van Nest, 

Morris Park, and Co-Op City including infrastructure 

improvements along the route and, and will add new rail service 

on the New Haven Line to Penn Station. It is scheduled to open 

after eastside access also a long time coming. 

Penn Access offers a chance to equitably expand transit 

options to underserved areas and populations. In the case of 

Co-Op City riders, it will shave an hour each way off their 

commutes. That's substantial enough to change your life. 

Commuter rail will finally be in the reach of East Bronx riders, 

many of whom don't live anywhere near a subway. It's important 

to ensure that it's financially within their reach too. 

To truly make this new transit option equitable and move 

people out of the express buses and cars, it is critical the MTA 

embrace expanding and implementing freedom ticket. City 

commuter rail they are discounts with transfers to subways and 

buses. PSA when coupled with their discounts will support local 

and regional economic growth and expand access to job centers, 

local educational and medical institutions, and de-commercial 

and de-commercial and retail centers along with opportunities 

for reverse commuting. 

Well not in this, in this scope, we also support 

consideration of a stop in Queens to further expand the reach of 
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new service. Penn Access will also increase our transit 

network's redundancy and connectivity allowing people to 

transfer more easily and get around to region from Penn Station 

hub. We're pleased to support this project, to call for 

implementation of city commuter rail fare discounts with 

transfers to subways and buses and to encourage, to encourage 

further review of a future Queens stop. Thank you. 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. BRIAN FRITSCH: Hi. Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify this evening. My name is Brian Fritsch and I'm the 

manager of Advocacy Campaigns for Regional Plan Association. 

For well over two decades, RPA has voiced strong support for the 

Penn Access Project. Penn Station Access closely reflects RPA's 

core values of great equity, prosperity, health, and 

sustainability for the New York City region. 

By repurposing existing rail infrastructure to provide new 

capacity, connectivity and resiliency, the Penn Station Access 

Project will most importantly provide critical transit 

accessibility to historically underserved communities in the 

Bronx. The project will significantly reduce travel times for 

Bronx residents, provide new employment opportunities, increase 

economic development in the Bronx, Westchester and Connecticut 

and improve the health and environment by markedly reducing 

pollution and vehicle miles traveled. 

We urge the MTA to set fares that will allow its new 

ridership base in the East Bronx to take full advantage of this 

vital new transportation option. RPA also believes the project 

benefits will extend across the New York City region including 

to all commuters and travelers at New York City Penn Station who 

will be able to take advantage of a much better integrated 

regional rail network. Penn Station Access also carries a very 

reasonable cost by taking advantage of the existing right of 

way. 

We encourage the MTA to continue to look at other 

opportunities to do this such as RPA's proposed Triborough Line. 

We look forward to continuing to work with the MTA and other 

stakeholders to help make this proposal a reality in the near 
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future and offer our continued assistance in this effort. Thank 

you for time and consideration. 
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June 30, 2021 

BY MAIL AND EMAIL (PSAOUTREACH@MTACD.ORG) 

MTA Government & Community Relations 
Re:  Penn Station Access EA 
2 Broadway, D17.140 
New York, NY 10004 
 

Re: Comments to Proposed Penn Station Access Project 

Dear Penn Station Access Team: 

We represent 30-30 60th Street LLC, the owner of 30-30 60th Street a/k/a 57-07 31st 
Street/BBL: 4011137501 (Block 1113, Lot 43).  On May 26, 2021 our client received notice regarding 
a proposed condemnation by the New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”) of 
a street and access way adjacent to our client’s property.  The street is presently under private 
ownership with a shared access pursuant to a recorded agreement (Liber 7173, page 347).  Copies of 
the proposed permanent easements that we received are attached hereto as Exhibit A.  Exhibit B hereto 
is a copy of the Right of Way Agreement. 

While MTA claims to need the aforesaid permanent easements for the construction and 
subsequent maintenance of a Substation for its Penn Station Access Project, the extent and proposed 
terms of the two permanent easements reflected in Exhibit A raise some considerable concerns which 
not only have an impact on our client and its tenants, but could also have a significant environmental 
impact on the surrounding area if our client’s concerns are not appropriately addressed. 

First, access through the private road is essential to the operation of the tenants’ businesses at 
our client’s property, as the private street is used for access to the respective premises, deliveries, 
garbage pickup and for designated parking spaces for the tenants.  In fact, the parking is specifically 
provided for in the tenants’ leases and our client’s inability to provide such parking would undoubtedly 
present problems with respect to those tenants and those leases.  Further, there are environmental 
concerns, as there are garbage containers and regular pickups of trash from the street which must 
necessarily continue during any construction by MTA.  Even a temporary relocation of these services 
would have a detrimental impact on the surrounding area.  Further, there is no place to relocate.   

It is unclear from the submissions that our client received from MTA and annexed hereto as 
Exhibit A what the impact of construction on the ability to get into and out of the street from both 

 Norman Flitt  
 +1 (212) 551-8447  
 nflitt@rosenbergestis.com  

B-104



 
 
 
 
 
MTA Government & Community Relations 
June 30, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 

 
RE\43349\0003\3478540v1 

sides will be, and the duration of any anticipated construction is unspecified.  Attached hereto, 
collectively, as Exhibit C are pictures of the street taken during business hours, showing the great 
amount of traffic, normal commercial activity including deliveries from large trucks and the parking 
arears designated for the various tenants.  Any impact on the ability to use the street for these purposes 
would be extremely detrimental to our client and its tenants and would also impact the surrounding 
area in terms of alternate locations for parking, deliveries and trash pickup.  

It is also stated specifically in the MTA submissions included as Exhibit A hereto that MTA 
“will not be responsible for maintaining and repairing the easement in conjunction with the usage 
rights nor paying the costs of all construction, maintenance, and repair of the easement area.”  This is 
simply not acceptable, and our client would expect MTA to pay a regular easement fee (in addition to 
the award for the taking) to cover the costs of snow removal, maintenance, etc.  In fact, with respect 
to the other easement, MTA states that it will be responsible “for maintaining the DC Substation and 
all physical elements that its Contractor installs within the permanent easement area,” These 
installations include “a 12 feet wide gravel access road to the DC Substation.”  The same obligations 
should attach to MTA for both easements.  

Obviously, all of the foregoing are important concerns and all of the foregoing would have an 
impact on the appropriate compensation to be made to our client by MTA.  While it may be premature 
to address these concerns prior to the formal initiation of condemnation proceedings or our client’s 
receipt of an offer of compensation, our client and our firm remain ready, willing and able to discuss 
these issues and others in an attempt to amicably work out terms of a temporary easement during the 
course of construction and a permanent easement thereafter.  In this regard, our client will continue to 
speak to the MTA representatives directly as it has been, and our firm is also willing to facilitate such 
discussions or have them directly as the MTA or its counsel may prefer.   

Best regards, 

Norman Flitt 

Norman Flitt 
Member 
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From: Andrew Schueller
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Cc: Muhammad Izhar; Raim Izhar
Subject: Penn Access SOQ
Date: Friday, June 18, 2021 8:56:04 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
CBX001sol.pdf

Good morning,
 
SI Engineering is a DBE firm looking to work with one of the short-listed Design-Build teams. We
offer the services of Quality Control Inspections, in addition to other services, but specifically wanted
to know if there were clauses in a detailed RFQ provided the proposers, other than the attached
document, that specified need for Quality Control Inspections.
 
Please confirm a need for Quality Control Inspections in the Design-Build work scope, or if we can
obtain a copy of the complete RFQ document issued to the Design-Builders to conduct our own
internal review.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Andrew W. Schueller, P.E.
Vice President

 SI Engineering, P.C.  
Engineers, Planners & Construction Managers
39 Broadway, Suite 650 • New York, NY 10006
Tel: (212) 354-5939 Ext. 100
Cell: (347) 702-2323
Fax: (212) 354-8521
Email: aschueller@siengineering.com
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DATE: 10/18/19 


CONSTRUCTION/ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING CONTRACT 
SOLICITATION NOTICE/PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 MTA- CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION IS NOW ADVERTISING FOR THE FOLLOWING: 


SOLICITATION #: CBX001 OPENING/DUE DATE:  12/4/19    


TYPE OF SOLICITATION:   RFP DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY DATE:  10/25/19 


TITLE:      Request for Qualifications for Design-Build Services for the Metro-North Railroad Penn Station Access Project 


DESCRIPTION:  The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”), by and through its agent MTA Capital Construction Company 
(“MTACC”), both of which are public benefit corporations existing by virtue of Article 5, Title 11 of the Public Authorities Law, are 
soliciting Statements of Qualifications from design-build teams wishing to participate in the Request for Proposals (“RFP”) for 
Contract CBX001, Design-Build Services for Metro-North Railroad Penn Station Access Project (the “Penn Access Project”, 
“Proposed Project” or “Project”). MTA seeks Respondents who are qualified and prepared in all respects to design and construct 
the Project in its entirety, on schedule and within budget.  Respondents with current contracts to perform work on other MTA 
projects must be in good standing and satisfactorily progressing the work on such projects to be deemed qualified to participate in 
the RFP for the Penn Access Project. 
 
 
 
 
Funding:  100% Capital                DBE Goals: TBD                    Est $ Range: Over $100M        Contract Term: TBD 
 
 
 
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
(X) PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
 LOCATION: 2 Broadway, New York, NY  20th Flr Board Rm 


DATE:  11/1/19 TIME: 2:30PM 


MTACC Project staff will give a presentation on the Project elements, the solicitation process and timeframe, and changes to the 
standard MTA terms and conditions.  You must bring one form of Government-issued identification to gain access to the building.  
Attendees should arrive at least thirty (30) minutes prior to the scheduled start of the presentation to allow for time to sign in and 
clear building security. Interested firms who desire to attend must make a reservation sending an e-mail to 
procurement@mtacc.info identifying the name of the firm, the name(s) of the representative(s) from the firm who will be attending 
along with their e-mail addresses and telephone numbers, by 12:00PM on October 31, 2019.  No one will be permitted to enter 
the building or attend the presentation without a reservation 
(     ) SITE TOUR LOCATION: DATE:   TIME:   


 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
PROCUREMENT SPECIALIST: Everett McIndoe 


 
PHONE: (646) 252-6393 


 
 


REQUIREMENTS TO PARTICIPATE 
 
DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) NUMBER: ALL VENDORS MUST HAVE A DUN & BRADSTREET DUNS 
NUMBER IF THEY WISHTO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCUREMENT.  VENDORS WHO DO NOT HAVE A DUNS NUMBER 
CAN REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.MYDNB.COM  TO OBTAIN ONE FREE OF CHARGE. YOU MUST STATE THAT THE 
NUMBER IS REQUIRED FOR SAM (SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT) 
 
SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT (SAM): VENDORS ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO REGISTER WITH SAM, A FEDERAL 
VENDOR DATABASE USED TO VALIDATE VEDNDOR INFORMATION, BEFORE REQUESTING BID DOCUMENTS.  YOU 
CAN VISIT THEIR WEBSITE AT www.sam.gov  TO REGISTER.  A DUNS NUMBER IS REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION 
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Contract CBX001 
Request for Qualification 
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Introduction 


The Penn Access Project will provide Metro-North customers with service into and out of Penn Station by diverting 
some New Haven Line (“NHL”) trains via Amtrak’s Hell Gate Line (“HGL”). To this end, the Project will require 
the design and construction of additional passenger tracks, traction power substations, overhead contact systems, 
new interlockings, updated communication systems, and new signal systems within Amtrak’s HGL right of way, 
allowing Metro-North trains running on the NHL to go directly into Penn Station. In addition to providing a new 
service option for its customers, these additional tracks will also enhance Metro-North’s network resiliency, support 
faster recovery efforts and facilitate its ability to maintain acceptable levels of service when faced with planned and 
unplanned service disruptions, severe weather events and other emergency situations.  


The Penn Access Project will also include the design and construction of four new Metro-North stations along the 
HGL in the eastern Bronx. These stations will bring increased regional accessibility to the eastern Bronx community 
by offering rail service to and from Manhattan and the New York and Connecticut suburbs. In addition, the stations 
will provide area residents with better access to jobs, shopping, and entertainment.  


Key Project Elements 


Anticipated Project Elements include, but are not limited to: 


a. Realigning existing tracks and constructing two new passenger tracks along a three-mile segment of the 
HGL. 


b. Rehabilitation and upgrading of existing drainage systems 


c. Relocating and reconfiguring existing interlocking and constructing new interlockings. 


d. Realigning existing catenary for existing tracks and interlockings and installing new catenary for the new 
tracks and interlockings. 


e. Constructing four new Metro-North passenger stations (eastbound and westbound). 


f. Replacing all or most of the existing superstructure of the undergrade bridges. 


g. Repairing and strengthening undergrade bridges. 


h. Upgrading the existing Amtrak AC supply substation. 


i. Upgrading or constructing additional AC distribution substations in the vicinity of the new interlockings. 


j. Constructing a new AC supply substation on the NHL. 


k. Expanding Metro-North's New Rochelle Yard in Westchester County and electrifying certain tracks for 
Project train equipment storage. 


l. Providing traction power supply for Metro-North M8 equipment by either installing approximately three 
miles of third rail and constructing up to two new DC substations or relocating the existing AC phase break 
from Bowery Bay to just east of Harold Interlocking. 


m. Upgrading the AC distribution substations at Bowery Bay and New Rochelle. 


n. Upgrading to a high-density signal system with positive train control overlay between Harold Interlocking 
in Queens County and Shell Interlocking in Westchester County, including design and construction of four 
new central instrument interlocking houses. 


o. Installing new control desk/station/software at the New York Penn Station Dispatch Center (CTEC). 


p. Improving Metro-North’s New Rochelle Yard and at “C” yard in Penn Station for midday storage. 


q. Updating and installing new communication systems. 
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Procurement Process 


The procurement process will consist of two steps: (i) the Request for Qualifications; and (ii) the Request for 
Proposals as described in further detail below. 


a. This Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”) is the first step of a two-step best value procurement process for 
Contract CBX001. Pursuant to this RFQ, MTACC invites entities or groups of entities (“Respondents”) 
interested in competing to perform the Work to submit Statements of Qualifications (“SOQ”) detailing, 
among other things, their qualifications and preparedness to formally submit proposals for Contract 
CBX001.  


b. MTACC will evaluate all SOQs received in accordance with evaluation criteria set out in this RFQ. Based 
on the results of the evaluation, and at its discretion, MTACC then expects to select no more than four 
Respondents with the capability, capacity, and experience necessary to undertake and successfully 
complete the Work as Design-Builder for the shortlist to participate in the second step of the process, the 
Request for Proposals (“RFP”). 


c. After shortlisting but prior to issuance of a final RFP, MTACC may at its discretion issue a draft RFP to the 
shortlisted Respondents and carry out a series of one-on-one discussions with the shortlisted Respondents 
in order to solicit feedback on the draft RFP. This draft RFP would include a draft form of Contract 
CBX001. 


d. With or without issuance of a draft RFP, the second step in the procurement process will involve inviting 
shortlisted Respondents to respond to the RFP. Through the evaluation of the Proposals submitted in 
response to the RFP, MTACC intends to ultimately select a Respondent whose Proposal, in MTACC’s 
discretion, represents the best value to MTACC based on an evaluation of pricing and qualitative factors.  


e. While price will be part of MTACC’s evaluation, schedule will be a major determinative factor in awarding 
Contract CBX001. Scheduling factors, including the overall time Respondents propose to complete the 
Project and key interim milestones as well as Respondents’ ability, as demonstrated through their SOQ 
submissions, to adhere to the Project schedule and complete the Work on time and within budget will be 
weighted heavily in MTACC’s evaluation.  


f. The procurement process is proceeding in parallel with the environmental review process.  This is being 
done to ensure that innovations and ideas from the shortlisted Respondents can be incorporated into the 
preliminary design of the Project and further inform the environmental review. Proceeding in parallel 
allows MTACC to commence construction of the Project in the soonest possible timeframe and utilize 
innovative methods to potentially avoid or reduce community impacts. No construction will commence 
unless and until the environmental review process has been completed and an appropriate findings 
statement issued in support of the Project. 


g. The purpose of the RFP will be to allow MTACC to select the Design-Builder. The RFP will provide 
specific instructions on what to submit, the evaluation factors, the objectives and requirements for 
evaluation and the evaluation rating guidelines for the RFP step of the procurement. 


In evaluating Respondents Qualifications, the following factors will be considered: 


Pass/Fail Evaluation Factors 


a. The pass/fail evaluation factors are as follows: 


i. Responsiveness 


ii. Legal Capacity 
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b. Pass/fail ratings shall be based on the following criteria: 


i. Proper submittal of information per the requirements of the RFQ; 


ii. Proper identification of the Respondent and all Major Participants as required; and  


iii. Submission of organizational documents demonstrating capacity to enter into a contractual 
relationship with MTACC and a declaration of willingness to do so. 


c. SOQs deemed to have failed the pass/fail evaluations at the discretion of MTACC may be excluded from 
further consideration and the Respondent will be so notified. MTACC may also exclude from consideration 
any Respondent whose SOQ contains a material misrepresentation.  


Technical Evaluation Factors 


a. The Technical Evaluation factors will be as follows: 


i. Experience  


ii. Past Performance  


iii. Financial Strength  


iv. Organization and Key Personnel  


v. Innovation to Reduce Construction Impacts/Project Understanding  


vi. Diversity Practices 







MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. JOHN WINKLE: I cannot begin to express in two minutes 

what this would mean for our city, region, and both of our 

states. Shared benefits that extend from Penn Station to Union 

Station to New Haven are numerous, are impactful, but most 

importantly are necessary to connect our regions, our people, 

and lift people up in the process. 

I come to you before today as the CEO of Stamford 

Connecticut Partnership and we represent the City of Stamford as 

an economic and community development nonprofit and the region 

with Stamford as a hub in it and there are global considerations 

and economic competitiveness and quality of life that this 

project will help to fuel. This helps foster greater Fintech 

corridor between Connecticut, Manhattan, and Lower Manhattan and 

prepares us for new ways of working that we cannot even estimate 

at this time. This includes different hybrid offices, right 

sized companies, different commuting patterns, and the idea that 

companies could have a headquarters, a co-working space, a 

nearby home office and an inside home office and in order for us 

to be- become nationally and globally more competitive this, 

this project has ability to fuel all of that. 

This also as an education corridor includes UConn Stamford, 

NYU, CUNY, Cornell, Fairfield University, Sacred Heart 

University, Yale, and many other universities and creates an 

innovation corridor as well. With the resources, infrastructure 

and [unintelligible] [01:26:48] like this will regionally 

compete for corporate and private investment at a much higher 

scale and especially as a region here partnered with Westchester 

I know this will help us tremendously on an economic, economic 

competitive perspective and projects like this signal to our 
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riders at both her and across the system and to our residents of 

the future that Metro-North is bright and that personal and 

family decisions can be made looking at the future of this 

system as it's invested in and as it grows. We strongly support 

this. Thank you very much. 
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From: Felicia Park-Rogers
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access comments
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 6:57:53 PM

I’m Felicia Park-Rogers, the Director of Regional Infrastructure Projects for Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, a nonprofit organization fighting for sustainable mobility in 
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut.

We’re thrilled that Phase I of Penn Station Access is moving forward, providing 
thousands of underserved east Bronx residents with better transit options and greater 
access to Midtown Manhattan, the region’s primary business district.

This project will add greatly needed redundancy to New York’s commuter rail 
network, expanding regional connectivity to transit deserts with large numbers of 
people of color who have typically faced transit difficulties getting to work and school, 
while, at the same time, providing an alternative route in case of emergency along the 
Park Avenue viaduct, which connects Metro-North trains to Grand Central Terminal. 

On more than one occasion in the last few years, Metro-North service was 
temporarily paralyzed due to fires and gas leaks adjacent to the viaduct. Penn Access 
will reduce pressure on this critical bottleneck by redirecting some Metro-North 
service along the Hell Gate line, therefore reducing the risk of significant disruption to 
the regional economy.

Building new rail hubs in the Bronx and bringing Metro-North trains into Penn Station 
is a big step toward unifying and expanding the region’s rail network. We strongly 
support this project.

We are concerned, however, that the scope of this project does not go far enough 
because it does not consider the option of building new rail hubs along the Northeast 
Corridor in western Queens, particularly in Astoria and the Sunnyside Rail Yard.

Is there a reason this plan does not include access points in Queens? Looking at the 
train routes there appear to be opportunities to serve transit deserts and connect to 
the city’s subway network in Queens as well. Doing so would lay the foundation for 
future through-running regional rail service, which we believe is critical for growing the 
region’s economy, especially for historically economically disadvantaged populations, 
for reducing congestion, and for cutting greenhouse gas emissions.If that is not 
possible at this time, is the project being built with future Queens connections in 
mind?

Now is the time to get the most utility out of our infrastructure investments. New 
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York’s commuter rail systems were and continue to be designed primarily for the most 
privileged of our populations: 9-to-5 white collar suburbanites commuting to 
downtown, which is inherently inequitable and does not well serve today’s workforce. 
Covid-19 exposed who absolutely requires transit. This project is a great  leap 
forward to serving our city’s essential workforce. The future is diverse, will have 
different travel patterns and be multi-core instead of purely centered around the 
Central Business districts, we believe this project can be part of serving that future.

Thank you.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MS. FELICIA PARK-ROGERS: Good evening. I'm the director 

of regional infrastructure projects for Tristate Transportation 

Campaign, a nonprofit organization fighting for sustainable 

mobility in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. We're 

thrilled that phase one of Penn Station Access is moving forward 

providing thousands of underserved East Bronx residents with 

better transit options and greater access to Midtown Manhattan, 

the region's primary business district. 

This project will add greatly needed redundancy to New 

York's commuter rail network, expanding regional connectivity to 

transit deserts with large numbers of people of color who have 

typically faced transit difficulties while getting to work and 

school while at the same time providing an alternative route in 

case of emergency along the Park Avenue viaduct which connects 

Metro-North trains to Grand Central Terminal. 

On more than one occasion in the last few years, Metro- 

North service was temporary paralyzed due to fires and gas leaks 

adjacent to the viaduct. Penn Station Penn Access will reduce 

pressure on this critical bottleneck by redirecting some Metro- 

North service along the Hell Gate Line therefore reducing the 

risk of significant disruption to the regional economy. 

Building new rail hubs in the Bronx and bringing Metro-North 

trains into Penn Station is a big step toward unifying and 

expanding the region's rail network. We strongly support this 

project. 

We are concerned, however, that the scope of this project 

does not go far enough because it does not consider the option 

of building new rail hubs along the northeast corridor and 

Western Queens particularly in Astoria and [unintelligible] 
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[01:20:58] railyard. As their recentness plan does not include 

access points in Queens. Looking at the train rigs, there 

appear to be opportunities to serve transit, transit deserts and 

connect the city's subway network in Queens as well. 

Doing so would lay the foundation for future through 

running regional rail service which we believe is critical for 

growing the region's economy especially for historically 

economically disadvantaged populations for reducing congestion 

and for cutting greenhouse gas emissions. If that is not 

possible at this time, is the project being built with the 

future of Queens connections in mind? Thank you very much and 

we do support this project. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Thursday, June 3, 2021 10:28:26 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Andrew Chirico

Email: waterburylasalle@yahoo.com

Phone:

Company / Organization: Waterbury LaSalle community & Homeowners Association

Job Title / Position: Vice President

Street Address: 1145 Hobart Avenue

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10461

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Parking is the biggest issue. Each of the new stations in the Bronx MUST have
parking. Or you are wasting your time building a new station. You can not over burden the
neighborhood near the stations with additional cars.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. ADAM FERSTENDIG: Hi, I live at Boulevard Gardens as 

well in Woodside Queens. The train track is a stone's throw 

from my building. It's constant noise, constant loud, constant 

shaking of the buildings and I believe that adding more trains 

would exacerbate the problem as well. There are constantly 

MTA, Amtrak, I don't know who crews showing up 1:00 in the 

morning, chainsaws in hand, bright lights. They start work at 

1:00 in the morning. I don't know why they don't tell anybody 

and it is ruining my life. You need to stop. Okay? You need to 

stop this project. Let them go on the east side please. Go on 

the east side tracks. Don't disturb our environment here in 

Queens. Thank you.
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From: Adrian Untermyer
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Public Comment on EA
Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 1:49:13 PM

[SUBMITTED BY EMAIL AND PUBLIC COMMENT FORM]

Thank you for your commitment to bringing Metro North service to
the Bronx, which will restore a full complement of rail service to an
area that will doubtlessly welcome it and further thrive because of it.
 

I write (in my individual capacity only) to point out and comment
upon two substantial omissions from Section 9 of the Environmental
Assessment and Section 4(f) Evaluation:
 

FIRST, Section 9 does not address the historic Westchester Avenue
Station of the New York, Westchester and Boston Railway, which is
a masterpiece of early 20th Century design. Architect Cass Gilbert --
of Woolworth Building and Supreme Courthouse of the United
States fame, among many others -- created this station, which
straddles the right-of-way at Westchester Avenue.
 

In addition to the station's auspicious pedigree, it is a subject of
widespread public adoration. There are a number of community-
driven preservation proposals now circulating, with research
universities and media outlets now involved. I have also personally
researched and led tours of this beloved structure over the years, all
of which attracted a range of devotees from across the five boroughs
and beyond.
 

The Westchester Avenue station is sadly deteriorating, and will need
to be stabilized and protected if this project is undertaken. In a
perfect world, where funds were no object, this project would also
restore and adaptively reuse that long-suffering structure, perhaps
under the Arts for Transit program's auspices.
 

But at the very least, this project must account for the historic
Westchester Avenue station and ensure that it does not further
crumble as a result of your proposed activities. Simply stated, the
Bronx cannot afford to lose another landmark -- and this project
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cannot afford to incur community opposition by threatening the old
Westchester Avenue station's structural integrity.
 

SECOND, Section 9 does not adequately address the New Haven
Railroad's distinctive and pioneering catenary bridges running
across the entirety of the project area. "Catenary" is the system of
overhead wires that powers electric trains, and "catenary bridges"
are the metal structures that support these wires.
 

Along most of the right-of-way, the New Haven Railroad installed its
trademark tapered-leg latticework catenary bridges, which survive
to this day. And on the Hell Gate Bridge portion, the New Haven
Railroad utilized a design not found anywhere else on its network, or
indeed in America or the rest of the world: a hybrid Pennsylvania
Railroad-New Haven catenary bridge design, which echoes
architectural elements of both railroads' innovative systems and
visually reflects their partnership in building the line together.
 

Both varieties of catenary bridges are important. With respect to the
tapered-leg latticework bridges, every effort must be made to
preserve them throughout the life of this project. They are crucial
pieces of America's industrial heritage and should continue their
duties into the next century. An appropriate coat of black paint also
would not hurt.
 

And with respect to the Hell Gate Bridge's hybrid catenary bridges,
this project must not, in any respect, insert additional new bridges
between them or materially alter the current bridges, as their
unique status in engineering history would be blurred by any
incursion or alteration. These hybrid bridges are a design element of
the original Hell Gate Bridge, and contribute to its overall look and
feel. It would be careless to vandalize these hybrid bridges by
removing them, altering them, or adding "modern" catenary
structures in-between.
 

I appreciate your commitment to delivering this project, and
sincerely wish that these comments help bring it to fruition in a way
that protects and honors our past. It is not lost upon me that the
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proposal would bring back elements of the joint New Haven-New
York, Westchester and Boston service that was lost many decades
ago.
 

We owe it to those noble precursors to protect their legacy as we now
seek to build upon it.
 

With appreciation,
 

Adrian I. Untermyer, Esq.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 12:09:07 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: A. G.

Email: ahir.gopaldas@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 5134 30th Ave 6N

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: We are strongly opposed to the Hells Gate project through Woodside.

We bought a home at Boulevard Gardens in Woodside because use of these tracks was
bearable.

However, when trains do run, they cause:

1. Loud noise

2. Physical vibration of the whole building complex

3. Occasional train honking

If any changes are to be made, these three environmental issues must be mitigated.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. ALEXANDER WOOD: I have a few comments. As a citizen of 

Connecticut, I'm a big fan of this project. I'm a big fan of 

expanding electrified commuter rail and transit. This can be 

the first of many steps to offer more terminals and stations for 

a number of the railroads in the New York area. 

I have a couple concerns that are technical and planning in 

nature. One is the use the M8s and expanding the PRR third 

rail system versus getting electric locomotives that can run 

directly. The electric locomotives would allow for through 

running to New Jersey eventually when that could be set up with 

New Jersey transit and they also wouldn't require the additional 

substations to be built. The M8s are great for what they do at 

Grand Central but they're really built for one single purpose 

and that's not for Penn Station. 

I also have a concern about system level planning for the 

Triborough RX project and the Cross Harbor Freight Tunnel both 

of which may or will share parts of the corridor and the right 

of way with the Penn Access Projects. The route for Triborough 

is not completely the same on different proposals. Some have it 

going towards Co-Op City and others send it over towards Yankee 

Stadium. The service levels on this project have expanded 

greatly since the original proposal which is excellent. So that 

may also affect what the need is for transit in the Bronx and 

how those different systems connect together and that's 

something that I think needs to be looked at at a system level 

before these plans are finalized because the right of way, maybe 

some of the right same right of ways need to be used for one or 

the other or small changes made so they could connect to each 

other. 

B-155



Also, the Cross Harbor Tunnel Freight Rail would have to 

share some of the right of way overnight or midday in order to 

get freight through which is very important to reduce truck 

traffic and I also would like to say the Northern Boulevard idea 

is a very good idea. I think there's also possibility for 

Amtrak to hit either Queens or the Bronx for an additional 

station in New York City. Thank you. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Wednesday, June 16, 2021 12:19:16 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Alexander Wood

Email: woodalexander@gmail.com

Phone: (203) 214-1322

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 77 High Hill Cir

City / Town: Madison

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06443

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Hi,

I am writing in part to express my support for the Penn Access project, and in part to express
my concerns about technical aspects and the system-level planning for this and other future
transportation projects in the area.

I think Penn Access is a worthwhile project to expand access to commuter rail, both within
NYC and for Connecticut. I am particularly encouraged to see a project that is mostly or
entirely electrified, reducing CO2 emissions and moving towards more sustainable
transportation. I hope that this serves as the first step to re-balance the flow of commuter rail
traffic in NYC, which will hopefully also include Penn Access from the Hudson Line, as well
as increased use and connectivity to Hoboken, Atlantic Terminal, and Long Island City from
their respective railroads, along with the infrastructure and connecting subway and ferry
services required to do so.

One technical concern that I have with this project is that CDOT seems determined to fit a
square peg into a round hole by using M-8 EMUs as opposed to locomotives with coaches or
EMUs designed to operate on the PRR 25hz AC electrical system. The construction of
additional PRR third rail substations appears to be a waste of money and effort, although they
could provide some redundancy in the system if the M-8 fleet is able to operate seamlessly
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between NYC and PRR third rail systems in the case of a disruption on the Harlem Line south
of Woodlawn. The M-8 is arguably the most complicated commuter railcar in the world, and
is a very good but bespoke solution to allow access from the MN 60hz AC power system to
the NYC third rail system in Grand Central that doesn't make sense in any other application.
The use of 25hz capable equipment would allow for through-running with NJT to any
electrified NJT line, or even beyond with ALP-45DPs. The installation of substations for the
PRR third rail system does not preclude the future use of equipment compatible with the PRR
25hz AC system, but the substations would no longer be needed.

Through-running has been long discussed, but technically near impossible due to LIRR using
only PRR third rail, and NJT using only PRR 25hz AC between Newark and Penn. Penn
Access provides a perfect opportunity to have tri-state through-running, making Penn Station
more efficient, and combining with capacity improvements to the station and tracks at Penn to
further increase capacity and reliability.

The Penn Access project has grown significantly in scope since proposals began to circulate
for such a service, which is both a good thing for the project itself, but also concerning due to
the apparent lack of system-level planning for two other major transportation projects in the
NYC area, particularly TriBoroRX, and the Cross-Harbor rail tunnel. We've seen similar
projects completed in Mineola and Elmont, where massive projects have been done that now
significantly complicate future plans to expand LIRR operations or couple be rendered mostly
redundant due to a lack of system-level planning and evaluation.

While there is extensive project-specific planning to analyze the effects to the New Haven
Line and Penn Station, down to the track arrangements and traffic flow at SHELL
Interlocking, and many other elements to this project, there does not appear to be any system-
level planning being done for how this project would interoperate with, co-exist with, or
connect to TriBoroRX, and to a lesser extent, the Cross-Harbor freight rail tunnel.

There are several different proposals for TriBoroRX, and several of them use part of the ROW
that the Penn Access project is going to use to reach Co-Op City, potentially blocking the path
for separate TriBoroRX tracks to operate as an FRA heavy rail rapid transit line, or create the
need for planning for an interlocking or interlockings that would allow for them to operate
together on the same trackage as an FRA heavy rail commuter rail line. Other proposals go
partially up the Port Morris Branch, or tunnel underneath parts of the Bronx, either of which
should have connectivity to Penn Access as some sort of transfer station.

TriBoroRX needs to be factored into the planning of Penn Access, so that where there are
conflicts between the ROW space that each wants to use, an informed trade-off can be made to
favor one or the other or provisions can be made to combine, interoperate, or provide for
transfers between elements of these projects, as opposed to the current process, which appears
to be flying completely blind in regards to the rest of the system.

Although not nearly as impactful to the Penn Access plans, the effects of the Cross-Harbor
Freight Tunnel should also be considered. This would likely drive a massive percentage
increase in freight traffic going north through Oak Point to Cedar Hill, originating from CSAO
at Oak Island, but this is still a relatively small absolute traffic volume, likely 3 or fewer trains
per day in each direction, operating mid-day or in the overnight hours. This should, however,
be factored into leaving space for interlocking and power upgrades, as well as how CSAO or
CSX freight operations would switch from the TriBoroRX system over to the Amtrak HGL
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and snake through Oak Point and up to SHELL. Most of the impact of the tunnel would be on
the Bay Ridge Branch and TriBoroRX, which would host several dozen freights per day
serving Bay Ridge, Fresh Pond, Oak Point, and Cedar Hill, but the impacts of through freight
to Cedar Hill should not be ignored entirely.

Lastly, Queens needs to be considered in the Penn Access project. While Astoria-Ditmars
would be a massively technically challenging location to build a station, Northern Boulevard
would be relatively easy, with side platforms built up on the sides of the existing trackage,
providing Metro-North an additional station, as well as the possibility of Amtrak service,
providing a much-needed east side station to drive passenger growth on Amtrak Regional
service.

I am encouraged by this project moving forward, and I think it will be massively beneficial to
the NYC and CT region, but the system-level planning needs to happen prior to construction
so that the other projects are factored in and educated decisions can be made about the trade-
offs between them.

Thanks,
Alex
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 12:24:39 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Allan DGuerra

Email: allandguerra@yahoo.com

Phone: (201) 370-5241

Company / Organization: Allan DGuerra IT Solutions

Job Title / Position: Project Manager

Street Address: 1 River Place Apt 3023

City / Town: New York

State: New York

Zip Code: 10036

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Great Job Team! So excited that we’ve reached this milestone! Let’s get this done,
ASAP!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 11:32:08 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Amier Metwaly

Email: ametwalyhsgca@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 288-6564

Company / Organization: Best buy

Job Title / Position: IT technician

Street Address: 5929 QUEENS BLVD

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: While its great that your adding 4 stations to the bronx, It would be great if you can
also add one stop in queens, Bringing the metro north more access towards long island and
allowing residents take the metro north directly from queens rather than going to Manhattan
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 11:25:21 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Andrew Nathanson

Email: andrewsnathanson@gmail.com

Phone: (914) 500-7547

Company / Organization: Bisnow Media

Job Title / Position: Director, Operations & Product

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 11205

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: No message, just add me to the mailing list please
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, July 12, 2021 10:27:45 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Andrew Nigro

Email: ANDREW.NIGRO@GMAIL.COM

Phone: (917) 744-9476

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 3 Holmes Ave.

City / Town: Hartsdale

State: New York

Zip Code: 10530-1339

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Good morning, 
What is the procurement schedule for the PM/CM contracts for PennAccess. 
Thank you, 
Andy
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 9:30:37 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Andrew Tse

Email: andrewtsets8734@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: Apt 210 520 4th street

City / Town: Cheney

State: Washington

Zip Code: 99004

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I love your planning team idea. It give us more chance to connect between New
York and Pennsylvania easiler.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. ANDY POLLACK: Alright. Let's see if I'm on here. Let 

me put the light on. Sorry about that. There we go. Now you 

all can see me. Alright. Good evening. My name is Andy 

Pollack and like what Matt Kamper just said I'm also in full 

support of this project and just this evening I was looking at 

the New Haven Line in general and I didn't realize the 

importance of the project because I have family and friends who 

live in South Norwalk and if they're going to the Westside of 

Manhattan, this project is going to benefit them a lot because 

we know that on the New Haven Line, it's only Grand Central 

Terminal that's accessible. 

With this project, along the New Haven Line, it's gonna 

make it a lot easier for again people to access Penn Station on 

the Westside of Manhattan. For many years, people along the New 

Haven Line have complained time and time again. I don't wanna 

take the subway, it's inconvenient, why can't I just have a 

smooth ride all the way to Penn? This project is gonna make a 

huge difference for everybody in Connecticut and also in 

Westchester and in the Bronx and from what the presentation was 

earlier, we're going to see a big jump in the workforce coming 

to the Westside of Manhattan with this project. 

So I'm fully supportive of it and I hope the project does 

[unintelligible] [00:48:52] and to Janno and Cathy I wish you 

all very good luck with this project and I also wanna thank the 

Connecticut DOT commissioner for being a full supporter of the 

project as well. So thank you all very much. Have a good rest 

of your evening. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 4:11:23 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Ann Altman

Email: aaltman@snet.net

Phone: (203) 776-6596

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: Blake Road

City / Town: Hamden

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06517

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Great idea to have some MetroNorth trains from New Haven routed to Penn Station.
New Jersey will be much more accessible without the cost of an Amtrak ticket.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Anne Fitzpatrick: What impact do you think this project will have on Boulevard 
Gardens Cooperative Apartments? !000 apartmetns bordered between 57th 
street and Hobart Street, 30th and 31 Aves? We have lived with Amtrak noise and 
vibrations for so many years and adding Metro North trains will surely decrease 
our property value and our quality of life. 
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From: anne fitzpatrick
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North/AMTRAK Proposal
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 11:17:08 AM

We are residents of Boulevard Gardens, a 1000
apartment complex in Woodside Queens. Our property is
bordered between 30 & 31st Avenues, and Hobart and
57th streets, right where the Amtrak lines are.  We have
been suffering the noise and vibrations from those trains
for many years. Several of our apartments face the
tracks. Our windows rattle, we can't hear our televisions
or the person we are speaking to on the phones when
the trains come by. The whistle is deafening.  We can
only imagine what it would be with the addition of 160+
trains! 

We are writing to protest the proposal to add Metro North
trains from Penn Station which will directly impact our
quality of life. Our children's playground and our picnic
area face those tracks on 57th street. Our property value
would be at great risk should this proposal go through.
And it's not just us, but all the homeowners on the
neighboring streets both here and in Astoria.

We urge you to consider other alternatives to this plan.
               Thank you,
                   Anne & James Fitzpatrick
                   30-31 Hobart Street,  Apt 6N
                   Woodside, NY. 11377
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Saturday, May 22, 2021 11:31:34 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Arthur Galloway

Email: arthur@earthquakeprotection.com

Phone: (475) 241-1912

Company / Organization: Earthquake Protection Systems

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 451 Azuar Drive, Bldg 9452

City / Town: Vallejo

State: California

Zip Code: 94532

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Please add me to the project mailing list
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, May 31, 2021 10:43:07 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Brenden Woods

Email: brendenwoods@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10538

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Please include me on updates
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 1:43:54 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Candace Gartland

Email: Piper712@optonline.net

Phone: (203) 505-5812

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 54 Decatur Road

City / Town: New Rochelle

State: New York

Zip Code: 10801

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: This makes so much sense, and once LIRR goes into Grand Central, the suburban
commutes will be so much better for all of us!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Friday, June 11, 2021 1:40:47 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Carl Perrera

Email: Nyctransitman@aol.com

Phone: (516) 532-1458

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 539 Stewart Avenue

City / Town: New Hyde Park

State: New York

Zip Code: 11040

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: The Penn Station Access Project for Metro- North needs to have stations added in
Queens as was mentioned within the Final Scoping Document. This is not right to have
promised the local communities in Queens commuter rail stations to get their initial support
land then eliminate these commuter stations later without any merit. The residents of Queens
as well as the Bronx and Westchester need direct access between Queens and The Bronx as
well as between Queens and Westchester as this commuter line would provide with the
addition of three more stations in Queens at critical junction points to other transit modes as
mentioned below:
1.) An ADA Metro-North Station at 31st Street (south of Ditmars Blvd.) would provide a
transfer connection to the Ditmars Blvd. "N" & "W" NYCT Subway Station in Astoria. this
station would also close to Q69 bus which would connect passengers from 21st Street at the
western end of Astoria to this new commuter rail line.

2.) An ADA Metro-North Station at Broadway/Northern Blvd., Woodside would provide a
connection to the NYCT local "M" & "R" Northern Blvd. Subway Station as it is only one
block west of this commuter line. this station plus this station would also be close to the Q18
bus and the Q53SBS bus which could also be extended a few blocks west from 61st street to
54th Street along Broadway to access this station as well.

3.) An ADA Metro-North station at Steinway Street.(South of 23rd Avenue) in Astoria. This
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proposed station would be close to the Q101 bus route on Steinway Street and walking
distance to the Q69 bus at Ditmars Blvd./Steinway Street and Q19 & M60SBS routes at
Astoria Blvd./Steinway Street. Also according to the preliminary MTA Queens Bus Redesign
Project (now on hold by the MTA) had proposed two bus routes (QT2 & QT69) along
Steinway Street between Williamsburg, Brooklyn and Astoria, Queens again further justifying
a station at this major location. 

The three additional commuter stations in Queens mentioned above would provide greater
regional accessibility providing Queens residents faster transit access to the Bronx and
Westchester as well as vice- versa. 

Sincerely,

Carl Perrera
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 10:47:12 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Christine Aucoin

Email: christineaucoin1@gmail.com

Phone: (508) 259-1146

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10461

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: This project is a great idea. As a resident of Morris Park, getting to the west side
anywhere in Manhattan is slow and difficult. I can't wait for these new stations to open,
though I wish it wasn't going to take four years to complete.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 8:39:21 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Chuck Nin

Email: chuck959595@yahoo.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 10709

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Please add a station or two in Queens.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 10:10:56 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Conrad Booker

Email: conrad.booker@gmail.com

Phone: (917) 304-6530

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10025

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Hello I would just like to comment on the stations that will be built:
Considering that the MetroNorth will pass through underserved communities, it would make
sense to subsidize the fares at those stations to $2.75. More people will ride the trains as a
result of that, which will mean that no money would be lost.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:18:30 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Dana Waddell

Email: wadd67333@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 926-2630

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10475

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Co op City has been waiting over 20 years for Metro North access. What is the
timeline for this project?
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From: Dana Waddell
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Co op City Metro North
Date: Thursday, July 1, 2021 2:51:16 PM

Co-op City needs Metro-North station accessibility from both sides of the tracks.

Thank you,

D. Waddell
140 Erdman Pl
Bronx NY 10475
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From: Dan Hunt
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Cc: info@cabanforqueens.com
Subject: Public Comment - MTA Metro North Railroad Penn Station Access Project
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 5:37:35 PM

Re: public comment – MTA Metro North Railroad Penn Station Access Project

I am writing to you with two salient identities: someone who really believes in and supports public
transit, and a first-time homeowner who will be negatively impacted by noise from the expansion of
rail traffic.

I read the Environmental Impact study – particularly the noise and vibration section. I am in a unit
that is at Boulevard Gardens, Woodside, which is in corridor 1, and the sensitive receptor 1.2.

I read Section 16 of the environmental assessment as being flawed. It is premised upon the concept
that high ambient noise is acceptable, and so a small incremental addition to such noise can be
considered moderate and acceptable. It is also unclear to me how the study takes into account the
impact of increased volume and the noise and vibration generated by that volume. The increase in
volume is substantial.

I would ask that my government officials and the MTA commit to sound barriers for all impacted
residences along the rail corridor, regardless of the incremental sound impact that results from the
expansion. This is a humane and responsible way to build a city, rather than simply stating “they
already live with lots of noise due to the local highways etc” so “they” (i.e. me) won’t really notice
more noise. There is an opportunity here, through design, to improve the living conditions of citizens
and entire neighborhoods, and so it should be taken during the construction of the new rail line.

Subjectively, there is a section of track directly across from our small playground that for some
reason causes much more noise and screeching on the tracks than other sections. This should be
addressed and corrected during any potential expansion.

This project has my strong support from the perspective of expanding public transit. However,
this project should only move forward by improving and enhancing the lived experience of
everyone who lives along the rail line through the provision of sound barriers through all
residential areas.

Finally, as someone who lives about 100 feet from the tracks, I never received any formal notice of
hearings or consultations from the MTA. That is not acceptable and raises a cloud of mistrust over
this project.

Cc Tiffany Caban, Democratic Primary Winner for City Council, District 22

-- 
Dan Hunt
917.698.1334
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 5:34:15 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: David Gong

Email: david.roen.gong@gmail.com

Phone: (718) 785-8012

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 50 Columbus Ave, Apt 607

City / Town: Tuckahoe

State: New York

Zip Code: 10707

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Inquiry

Message: Just registering my interest for activation of Port Morris Branch for Harlem Line
Penn Station Access via Hell's Gate as well.

We need to get all three Metro-North lines into Penn!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 9:27:04 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: David Hernandez

Email: djhernandez90@gmail.com

Phone: (347) 596-1466

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position: MTA/ BUS OPERATOR

Street Address: 59-40 Summerfield Street

City / Town: Ridgewood

State: New York

Zip Code: 11385

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Hi good morning just a quick question when are you guys going to be hiring for
Locomotive Engineer Trainee???
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, June 14, 2021 2:14:19 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: David Schulman

Email: schulmandp@yahoo.com

Phone: (917) 548-3176

Company / Organization: .

Job Title / Position: .

Street Address: 14 Killington St

City / Town: Chappaqua

State: New York

Zip Code: 10514

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Hi - I was trying to figure out if the Harlem line will connect to Hudson Yards or
Penn Station? I can't tell by the map. thank you. David
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From: Diane Schwartz
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Speaker List for 6/15 Zoom Meeting
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 9:27:48 PM

Hello,

I request a list of the speakers tonight. I listened and took notes but need this list as part of my
follow up.

Please send me this list as an attachment or a link on your website. Is there a recording of
comments or a transcript available? If so, please provide details.

Thank you,

Diane Schwartz
meadow101@hotmail.com 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 4:28:28 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Edward Musarskiy

Email: emusarskiy@gmail.com

Phone: (718) 614-4972

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 3 Landing Drive, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

City / Town: Dobbs Ferry

State: New York

Zip Code: 10522

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: When is penn station access coming to the empire line?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Thursday, June 3, 2021 7:32:25 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Ellen Fraint

Email: fraint@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06615

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I am thrilled that MTA is working on opening a station at Morris Park. As a hub of
healthcare, education, and research, the Einstein College of Medicine and associated hospital
campuses are in dire need of better access by public transit. As a Connecticut resident and
regular Metro North commuter to Morris Park, I fully support this plan and hope it proceeds
rapidly!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, May 31, 2021 9:20:48 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Eugene Travers

Email: etravers@kramerlevin.com

Phone: (212) 715-9496

Company / Organization: Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 1177 Avenue of the Americas

City / Town: New York

State: New York

Zip Code: 10036

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Media Request

Subject: General Comment

Message: I would like to receive email updates regarding this exciting project.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. FRANCISCO HUI: Great. Thanks. As a Queens resident and 

homeowner, I wanna highlight that this project does not benefit 

Queens at all and because of this I'm heavily against this 

project. And I think you might know this too because the number 

of times that presenters mention Queens when singing the praise 

of this project was zero. So this project does not benefit 

Queens at all. 

Though issues I wanna highlight is noise. Our quality of 

life is going to be negatively affected because the dramatic 

increase in noise and vibration and that in turn is gonna 

negatively impact the property value. The number of trains are 

gonna pass by property, my house, outside a window right now 

it's gonna happen so dramatically that's gonna happen every five 

to eight minutes and to a total it's like 164 trains a day. So 

imagine disruption in your day five to eight minutes and the I 

disagree with the assessment that the impact is limited because 

it's essentially a [unintelligible] [01:23:18] every five to 

eight minutes. You cannot live that way. 

So and I think the total assessment of the impact should be 

calculated in terms of incremental noise impact times the 

frequency, times the maintenance that's gonna be needed in the 

middle of the night. So my request is that you either cancel 

this project, leave Queens out of it, or reassess the impact on 

Queens' residents. So the noise vibration conclusion should 

include the impact on segment one and proposed, and the 

proposals for mitigating methods are insufficient right now. 

So please factor the additional maintenance cost in the 

middle of the night because of all these additional trains 

passing through this area. So you're only focusing on the 
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incremental decibels and not on essentially the total impact. 

So a [unintelligible] [01:24:01] every five to eight minutes and 

we don't get any of the benefits. Thank you. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 2:30:34 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: frank a jones PE

Email: acjbaj@att.net

Phone:

Company / Organization: retired

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 215 college st

City / Town: Hogansville

State: Georgia

Zip Code: 30230-1103

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: This comment is about maintaining planned travel times. Various acquisitions and
construction actions are needed so that these travel times are always met. That is planned
travel times during normal scheduled times, late trains, and adverse events slowing trains on
the route. Both MNRR and Amtrak can have problems. Amtrak trains will be much faster than
the MNRR EMUs. I suggest that to maintain these schedules that there be 4 main tracks from
New Rochelle to Gate and preferably Harold intersection. Route Amtrak trains and some
MNRR express on the inter tracks and MNRR local trains on the outer tracks as a general rule.

This will require several actions.
1. Transfer the present CSX track on the Hell Gate line to Amtrak ownership and dispatching.
2. Restore the 4th main track over Hell Gate and assign it to Amtrak as well.
3. Provide for the occasional CSX freight to have fluid entrance and exit of the line. Have
protection of the line from CSX with WILD, dragging equipment and other protection. 
4. Start as soon as possible the replacement of the Pelham bridge to a 4 main track bridge.
5. Redesign the interlocking at New Rochelle so that there will be no interference for trains to
/ from Penn station and Grand Central Terminal. That includes higher speed trains transiting
of New Rochelle. It may be the modifications of New Rochelle cannot be implemented at
once. Final design and construction will have provisions made to implement updates later with
minimal problems.
6. Start initial design work and planning of conversion of the overhead lines west of Penn
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station, Penn station. Sunnyside yard, and Harold interlocking to more reliable 12.5 Kv 60 Hz
power.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 8:34:17 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: GEORGE DAVENEL

Email: NEWHUD@AOL.COM

Phone: (718) 641-1925

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 15542 100th St

City / Town: Howard Beach

State: New York

Zip Code: 11414-2812

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: This new line will help to give a convenient travel option to residents of the East
Bronx. It is a great use of existing tracks and can be completed with a limited amount of
infrastructure work. It involves no taking of any property through the use of eminent domain
and will allow LIRR riders to transfer at Penn Station to the Metro North New Haven LIne
without having to spend an additional 30 minutes of travel time to get to Grand Central
Terminal. The most important aspect of this project is the stop at Morris Park which will allow
employees and visitors to the various hospitals easy access and another travel option that does
not involve the use of an automobile. This stop will also allow NYS and NYC to continue to
develop and expand an important Bio Medical Research Center at this stop. NYC needs to add
more jobs in the Bio Life Sciences area and this new train line will help to further this
expansion.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. GREG ATRIA: Alright. I'd like to shed some light on 

the, the hundreds of trees that were removed resulting in the 

complete loss of privacy and a significant increase in noise 

pollution and major devalue of properties in Larchmont and 

Mamaroneck. You know, April of 2021, we had clearcutting 

happening here and it caught basically the entire town by 

surprise. In place of all those trees, hundreds of tons of 

ballast gravel were dumped feet away from our homes. I don't 

know if you can see out my window but that's what it looks like 

now. 

And, you know, it's extremely upsetting for the families 

here, you know, for an authority that is in the business of 

public works and community equity in a time when such an 

importance is emphasized on the environment, we want to know why 

did the MTA opt for such an extreme and devastating solution 

with the complete disregard and neglect for the adjacent 

neighbors. 

As I sit here, when I open this window, I can smell the oil 

emanating from the gravel that was dumped. It's a disgrace. 

It's a total disgrace. It's, it's extremely upsetting and the, 

you know, I think something needs to be done, you know, 

considering the noise and the, the property value destruction 

and, you know, once again, I think this was done in such a way 

that was incompetent, not well thought and had a complete 

disregard for the neighbors and that's all I wanna say. Thank 

you. 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021 7:16:42 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Harris Daley

Email: HarrisDaley@yahoo.com

Phone:

Company / Organization: Resident in Co-op City

Job Title / Position: Shareholder in Riverbay Corporation

Street Address: 100 Erskine Place

City / Town: Co-op City, Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10475

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Dear Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA):

Good evening.
The purpose of this e-mail is to request when you are planning for the Metro-North stop in Co-
op City that you consider having the entrance on the side of the tracks away from the Co-op
City property.
That is, will you please have the platform on the East side of the tracks?

Also, due to lack of adequate parking in Co-op City, will you please design in your plans for
parking spaces that DO NOT take away residents limited street parking?
That is, please DO NOT take away our limited amount of on the street parking spaces,
PLEASE!

PLEASE, consider the impact of the existing bus traffic by the train tracks and how that will
along with possibly more vehicle traffic coming to the Metro-North train station impact the
Co-op City community. Our health, our ability to move about with more traffic on our streets,
and our land near the Metro-North station.

Thank you for reading this e- mail.
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Respect to you, from Harris Daley
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From: Hattie Overman
To: Penn Station Access Outreach; Cruz, Matthew
Subject: WALK THROUGH
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 7:56:16 PM

I live in Coop City, Section 5.   I am requesting a physical
walk through of the area surrounding the proposed Metro-
North entrance, exit and parking sites.   Also there is a
proposed ramp to be constructed in the same area at the
Palmer exit.

Both the Metro-North Station and the proposed
Northbound Ramp are in the same tight area.   This takes
more than a map, these decisions must be made by the
physical eyes in my opinion.      This is the reality of these
proposed projects, to actually see the effects that will take
place.  I am advocating for  as many walkthroughs as
possible for the purpose of the people of our community.   
We live here and should be acknowledged regarding our
concerns.  

Hattie Overman
120 Erdman Pl. Apt 16.A
Bronx, New York, 10475
718-320-8254

B-195

mailto:oaplew789@gmail.com
mailto:PSAOutreach@mtacd.org
mailto:matcruz@cb.nyc.gov


From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 4:02:36 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Hector Felix

Email: hecalex825@me.com

Phone: (862) 236-6348

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10462

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Please do at least one station in Queens so that Bronxites can go directly into
Queens, that would be amazing, at least Astoria or LIC. I am looking forward to these project,
just wish you the best.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 5:02:09 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Intesar Alam

Email: illhamalam2@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position: Student

Street Address:

City / Town: Flushing

State: New York

Zip Code: 11355

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: There should be a station in Astoria Queens
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 6:10:25 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: James Izurieta

Email: jamesalejandro@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 11101

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: You absolutely should NOT be spinning up a separate public benefit corp or agency
to manage maintenance for it. Keep it within MTA/Metro North, and hold Metro North
accountable.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Jarod Hutcheson: What impact will the freight carriers incur? Will the windows for 
operation change and will there be outages? 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 2:54:16 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Jason Yao

Email: jjezttt@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization: NYC DEP

Job Title / Position: ME

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 11040

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: A station must be erected in Queens. This will provide the first direct Queens-
Bronx/Westchester/CT rail link that could easily cut commute time by hours each way. This
will have major economical benefits and allowsgreater movement/commute of labor and
residents. Also would provide a better connection to the Queens Airports, or if one chooses,
New Haven Airport.
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From: Jay Carryl
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North Hell"s Gate Project
Date: Monday, June 14, 2021 9:50:04 PM

Good Evening,

 My question for the Zoom Call: 
 
I notice that the proposed route depicted would run across the Hell's Gate Bridge with a short
time running in Queens. Has any feasibility studies been done to see if a station could also be
added in Queens, as the line passes thru along its right of way route?

If a station could be built like this much like it's being proposed in the Bronx it would help to
improve outer boro travel. This would be great to provide options at a time MTA is looking to
charge outer boro residents with increase tolls and congestion pricing fees
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 9:36:35 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Jean Joseph Joseph

Email: jeanjoseph212@gmail.com

Phone: (917) 776-6518

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position: PT

Street Address: 215 W 95ST

City / Town: New York

State: New York

Zip Code: 10025

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I think it's a great idea and overdue. Having rail service in some of these
communities is vital to socioeconomic growth. I look forward to these projects.
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From: James M. Fitzpatrick
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 8:19:36 PM

I have lived in  Boulevard Gardens for over 70 yrs Besides the great charm of Boulevard Gardens grounds and great
quality of life I have enjoyed living here  I do wonder how that will change with Metro North trains (160)going by
on a daily basis. 50 ft from the trestle tracks that will be used for this is a toddlers playground. How this will
enhance their quality of life escapes me. Now I have heard that sound walls can be erected to lessen the noise .
Please explain to me what will be done to keep graffiti artist from attacking these walls further degrading our
quality  of life. Besides Boulevard Gardens being affected how about all the private homes in Woodside and Astoria
that are in close proximity of the trestles .

I am against this project with all my heart and I would like to know why  this project has seemed to be sprung on the
community at the very last moment

Jim Fitzpatrick
30-31 Hobart St Apt 6N
Woodside  NY 11377
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 11:31:13 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Jimmy Panagiotou

Email: jimmypanagiotou@gmail.com

Phone: (917) 582-6360

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 24 34 23rd Street

City / Town: Astoria

State: New York

Zip Code: 11102

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Try and make a stop in ASTORIA!!!!!!!! Good job!!
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From: Joe DeRaffele
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access
Date: Thursday, June 3, 2021 2:03:00 PM
Attachments: SKM_C25821060313380.pdf

To Whom It May Concern:

Today, I received the attached letter dated May 26 from the MTA.

It states that the MTA has targeted our property as a "Property of Interest" for the Penn Station
Access Project and refers to a May 5 letter sent to us which we did not receive.

Please send us a copy of the May 5 letter so it can be reviewed.

Also, what is the geographic extent of the Project in New Rochelle for this proposed project?

Regards,
Joe DeRaffele
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From: John Borrelli Jr.
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: The EA and the Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation
Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 9:55:57 AM

     I am interested in purchasing the Hard copies of the EA (with appendices
on flash drive) Thank You.

B-206

mailto:jborrelli@fordham.edu
mailto:PSAOutreach@mtacd.org


From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 10:33:10 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: John Connolly

Email: jmjc00003@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 523-5407

Company / Organization: IBEW LOCAL 3

Job Title / Position: Journeyman Electrician

Street Address: 203 W.19th St.

City / Town: New York

State: New York

Zip Code: 10011

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I agree with this project. The people of the Bronx have been underserved with
transportation alternatives for decades. The ability to travel to Penn Station makes life eadier
for thousands of Bronx residents.
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From: John Dunn
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North trains to Penn Station
Date: Sunday, June 20, 2021 8:48:15 AM

Good morning.  I am contacting to support the plan to route Metro North trains to
penn station.  My apartment is next to the tracks that will be used for this route.
 Currently few trains use this route and additional trains will not be a major
disturbance.

John Dunn
55-25 31st Ave
Woodside, NY 11377
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Sunday, May 23, 2021 11:43:02 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: John Levai

Email: jlevai@comcast.net

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 65 Club Road

City / Town: Upper Montclair

State: New Jersey

Zip Code: 07043

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I am very pleased to hear that the Metro North East Bronx Access project is moving
forward. The stations planned were very good selections. I know that there have some not so
good reviews about Co-op City Station. Having been to Co-op City many times in the past, I
noticed that the right of way has always passed along the fringe of that section. While most of
the apartments are north of the Hutchinson River Parkway, there are plenty of them in Section
5, located alongside the Amtrak Hellgate Line. The exact location of the Co-op City station
planned is fine. I have a few suggestions for pedestrian access to the Co-op City Station. It
would be beneficial for residents who live in Pelham Gardens around where the Home Depot
is to have a pedestrian walkway beginning at the intersection of E. Gun Hill Road and
Stillwell Ave connecting to the Co-op City Station. It looks like the westernmost limit of the
Co-op City Station will be between both the I-95 and Hutchinson River Parkway overpasses.
There should be pedestrian access from the Co-op City Station to Pelham Bay Park as well.
This would help potential rail passengers who might be using the train to enjoy a day spent in
Pelham Bay Park. I wouldn't be surprised if there are many people who do that. Maybe
connect the pedestrian walkway with the train station just to the east of the I-95 bridge. It
would also be worth into looking to build a pedestrian walkway from Pelham Parkway South
and Burr Ave ending up at the west limits of the Co-op City Station. this would help those
people who live between Wilkinson Ave, Pelham Parkway, and I-95. 
In the future, it would be beneficial to consider building additional stations. One idea that I
have is just east of the Pelham Bay Drawbridge and very close to where Shore Road intersects
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Orchard Beach Road. This would enable passengers heading to and from Orchard Beach and
City Island to be dropped off at, although they still may have to walk or even take a bus to get
to those places. The next stop to consider that should be added is located in the Pelham Manor
part of Pelham near Pelhamdale Ave. Many residents live in Pelham Manor and presently
have to travel into Downtown Pelham to get the New Haven Line. By having a station in
Pelham Manor near Pelhamdale Ave, this would help reduce travel time of people heading to
and from Pelham Manor whether heading to Midtown Manhattan or even Fairfield County.
The last location on the Hellgate Line that would be great for a brand new stop is in New
Rochelle along Main Street or U.S. Rt. 1. Where the Hellgate Line goes over Main St in New
Rochelle, there are many shops and restaurants who's employees may benefit from using the
rail service. This station would also be great for people who reside in the west end of New
Rochelle as well as the east end of Pelham. 
As for track capacity on the Hellgate Line, I saw that there are stretches that could remain
double track. At the very least, there should be three tracks in as many spots as possible,
including over the Hellgate Bridge. I know that there is presently a third track used for freight
over the Hellgate Bridge. It would be good to consider reactivating that third track for
passenger use over the Hellgate and having it continue to Young Interlocking. Pelham Bay
Drawbridge should be either three or four tracks and then that should be the case for the latter
the rest of the way to CP216. It sounds like there will be more Metro North trains using the
Hellgate Line over Amtrak's so track capacity is a must.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Thursday, June 10, 2021 8:46:56 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Jonathan King

Email: jonathan.king@insightcivil.com

Phone: (917) 736-0618

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 11239

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Bring the metro north to Atlantic Barclays would make the most sense
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 1:05:37 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Joseph Mancini

Email: joemanc@aol.com

Phone: (203) 464-4290

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06762

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Hi - Has any thought been given to providing Metro North train access to Citifield,
similar to how service is provided to Yankee Stadium? Currently, using public transit from CT
is possible, but not convenient at all, especially for late night service. I know new stations are
being built in the Bronx but perhaps a Metro North train can somehow connect with the 7 train
in Queens? Perhaps the Queens plaza station? Or maybe the Metro North trains can transfer to
the LIRR tracks and then onto Citifield?
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Joseph Unidentified: i am the owner of a vacant lot who received 2 letters from 
MTA stating that my property has been identified as a property of interest. i have 
hired an architect to draw plans and submit them to the DOB for approval 
followed by construction. i have so far spent quite bit of money for the architect. 
i'm wondering what i  should do at this time. should i continue with my plan or 
not ? if not who is going to reimbures me for my losses? 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 1:52:32 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Joseph Vella

Email: joevella@mindspring.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 51-36 30th Avenue

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: To whom it may concern - 

Two comments regarding the Metro North Penn Station access project:

1. I am a resident of Boulevard Gardens apartments in Woodside, Queens. The Amtrak line to
Penn Station runs along the perimeter of the complex and my apartment directly faces the
tracks. Currently, the level of train traffic, with Amtrak service to/from New York and Boston
is a minor nuisance. I'm very concerned about the projected number of trains Metro North
Penn Station access will bring, up from around 25 or so to 160+ per day. This is really a
burden to the me and the other residents of Boulevard Gardens, Woodside and Astoria. 

The environmental impact assessment seems to indicate that this new train service will not
have a significant to noise/decibel levels to residents adjacent to the tracks but I don't see any
discussion of the impact of running 160 trains per day, with continual interruption, of
approximately 10-15 trains per hour when there are currently 1-2 per hour at most. 

This disregard is really unacceptable. I would like to see the real impact of increased train
traffic measured accurately. There must be some mitigation measures put in place to minimize
impact to residents who live along the Amtrak right away. This impacts my quality of life,
work, (since I work from my apartment) and the value of my home. 
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2. Why do both the Metro North Penn Station access project and the Eastside Access project
for LIRR mainly benefit people who live outside the city?

Generally, I support mass transit expansion and Metro North Penn Station access will be a
significant benefit to East Bronx residents who really need additional transit options. My main
issue is that with both Penn access for Metro North and Eastside access for LIRR, Queens
residents gets nothing out of it. Aside for East Bronx residents, this will mostly benefit people
who live outside the city and pay no taxes either in New York City or New York State.

With the Metro North Penn Station access and the TriboroRX, there were talks of stations at
Ditmars in Astoria and Northern Boulevard in Woodside. If Queens residents are being asked
to bear the burdens for the Tri-State region, we should at least be able to partake in the
benefits of these transit projects. 

Though I would like to offer my support, Metro North Penn Station, I cannot until an accurate
environmental report is produced regarding noise levels to residents who live along (or under)
the Amtrak right of way and the benefits of the project are expanded to include residents of
Queens.

Sincerely,
Joseph Vella
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 4:21:48 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Justin Marchesi

Email: justinmarchesi@gmail.com

Phone: (917) 225-2171

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 5142 30th Ave, Apt 5P

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377-7949

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: To Whom it May Concern,

I am a resident and property owner in Woodside, NY, and I am writing to raise the issue of the
proposed increase of trains (43 to 164) on the Hell Gate line. This is a direct result of the
proposal to route trains from new stations in the East Bronx through Queens. The train tracks
run outside my co-op window at 51-42 30th Ave Apt 5P, Woodside, NY. Our co-op board has
organized a petition against increasing the number of trains on the Hell Gate line which if
enacted would dramatically negatively impact the standard of living for those residing or
owning property on the Hell Gate Corridor.

The increase of trains will bring no economic benefit to our neighborhoods of Woodside and
Astoria or to the borough of Queens for that matter. Currently, the train tracks require constant
maintenance, and it happens 24 hours a day, which can mean no sleep is possible at night, as
the lights and noise are right outside our bedroom windows. An increase in train traffic will
only bring additional maintenance requirements, exponentially more noise pollution, potential
structural damage to our buildings due to the strong vibrations and continue to lower our
property values as we live on the Hell Gate Corridor.

There is also a children's playground next to the tracks, and people stop alongside the tracks
next to the playground and our windows to throw their garbage, urinate and have sex in their
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cars. The area around the tracks is not maintained or required to be maintained by Amtrak or
any other agency for that matter.

Once again, as residents and property owners living on the Hell Gate Corridor, we oppose any
initiative that will increase train traffic on the Hell Gate Corridor. 

Regards,
Justin Marchesi
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, May 27, 2021 11:07:48 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kai Harada

Email: lists@harada-sound.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06807

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: This is all great news considering how long I've been reading about this idea (which
predates anything said by Andrew Cuomo by many years), and I'm excited that I might see
some of this in my lifetime. Has the MTA (or previous organizations who have studied this
alignment) considering adding one or two extra stops in Queens? Specifically in/around
Sunnyside (where a new similar LIRR stop could allow cross-system transfers), or even a
ridiculously built Astoria/Ditmars stop along the overpass to connect to NYC Transit? The
latter would be a remarkable feat of engineering if it could be completed, and I bet there are
engineering firms who would jump at the chance to make that happen. Why stop with just four
"new" (shall we call them "resurrected?") stations in the Bronx?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 3:30:07 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kari Bentley-Quinn

Email: KARI.BENTLEYQUINN@GMAIL.COM

Phone: (917) 583-3984

Company / Organization: None

Job Title / Position: Playwright/Screenwriter

Street Address: 5142 30th avenue, Apt 6N

City / Town: WOODSIDE

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I am a resident of Boulevard Gardens in Woodside, NY. While I wholly support
revitalizing communities, it should not be at the expense of others. As of now, my apartment
directly faces the train tracks across the street, which currently only run Amtrak trains. They
run frequently, and they are quite loud. They rattle our windows and sometimes startle us from
sleep. We knew when we bought the apartment this was a downside, and overall after 11 years
we are quite used to it. However, adding nearly 100 trains to this line would be detrimental to
our quality of life, not to mention our apartment values. This is a quiet, safe community with
many elderly residents. I have read the report, and you have vastly underestimated the noise
levels as well as our overall safety and comfort. In fact, we used to have trees which blocked
the sound, which Amtrak callously cut down. It would decrease our property value to the point
where no one in their right mind would want to live here - a multicultural community with
children, parents, and the elderly We already suffered tremendous economic impacts from the
pandemic; this would be a nail in the coffin. 

I urge you to reconsider this project, not only for the residents of Boulevard Gardens, but for
all the residents along the Hells Gate corridor.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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Kari Bentley-Quinn
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 9:44:22 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kenyi Ogando

Email: kenyiogando@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 285-3635

Company / Organization: N/a

Job Title / Position: N/a

Street Address: 1833 Trafalgar Pl

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10460

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Would there be green spaces aroundthestations? More trees etc. Thanks
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 12:23:50 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kinlok Poon

Email: Boeing.50@hotmail.com

Phone: (917) 500-3101

Company / Organization: Atlas Air

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10469

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Good plan!!! Will there be any parking spots in these 4 new Metronorth stations?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 6:32:20 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kyron Liu

Email: kliu5303@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 1229 67 St 1FL

City / Town: Brooklyn

State: New York

Zip Code: 11219

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: My name is Kyron Liu, and I am a senior at Stuyvesant High School. As an avid
transit enthusiast, it is great that Penn Station Access has been approved and in the planning
stages. I am writing to you in regards to some of my concerns about the project.

Overall, this project will provide a quicker and easier commute for Bronx residents to get to
Manhattan. However, it is also important to consider other factors that should be considered,
such as long term impact to communities in which the project will run through, as well as
system flexibility and capacity. This is why the project should also include new stations (or at
least provisions) for new stations at or near the Astoria-Ditmars Blvd N/W and Northern Blvd
M/R subway stations. This will not only relieve congestion at Grand Central, Penn Station,
and other transfer hubs in Manhattan, but will also give riders more options to travel between
Queens and the Bronx, given that a smaller but not insignificant percentage of commuters
work in the neighborhoods of those subway stations (US Census). Especially when the
pandemic has inevitably changed the outlook of commutes for the long-term, it is important to
consider other destinations that would make a significant impact on how the city functions,
and outer-borough commutes can be some of the longest and least convenient by transit.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 6:32:46 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Kyron Liu

Email: kliu5303@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 1229 67 St 1FL

City / Town: Brooklyn

State: New York

Zip Code: 11219

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Why not decrease and create a base fare on commuter rail with city limits? The
current exorbitant fares of commuter rail means that many low income workers will still be
relying on the comparatively slower subways and buses given the alternative (current
commutes from Co-op City to Long Island City ranges from 1 to 1.5 hours, in which a
potential trip over the PSA corridor would be reduced to almost 30 minutes). Although I
understand that a primary purpose of the project is to make commutes of those living outside
the city more convenient, it is short-sighted not to include additional improvements that do not
also benefit those who live within the city, thus limiting its fullest potential.
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From: Friedman, Lana
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access Submission
Date: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:23:01 AM
Attachments: image379524.png

Good morning,
I’m on your website trying to get a timeline when the Penn Station access is scheduled to open for
the Metro north New Haven line.
 
Kindly advise
Thank  you
 

Lana​ Friedman  | RPA
Property Assistant | U.S. Office Division

Brookfield Properties
333 West 34th Street
333 West 34th Street, New York, New York, 10001
T +1.212.643.1691
Lana.Friedman@brookfieldproperties.com
www.brookfieldproperties.com

View important disclosures and information about our e-mail policies here
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From: Linda Allen
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access Submission
Date: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:55:53 PM

This is why you are you sending my LIRR trains off to Grand Central to give an over busy
station to Metro North!!!!!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 3:32:10 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Lisa Barelli

Email: lcbarelli@yahoo.com

Phone: (646) 508-3366

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 51-42 30th Avenue, Apt 2J

City / Town: Woodside

State: New York

Zip Code: 11377

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I am a resident of Boulevard Gardens, a large co-op complex adjacent to the train
tracks between Hell Gate and Northern Boulevard. My second floor apartment faces the
tracks. I am concerned about noise mitigation, which will be necessary due to increased
traffic. At the same time, a hideous concrete wall outside my window is not ideal. This is a
large residential complex, and the value of our property and long term comfort is going to be
significantly impacted by this expansion. There needs to be increased community engagement
to properly address our needs.

B-227

mailto:lcbarelli@yahoo.com
mailto:PSAOutreach@mtacd.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpennstationaccess.info%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cpsaoutreach%40mtacd.org%7C882847c3568d48eb2ee308d93b3494a4%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C0%7C637605919296511012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fqy6jPiakrZvqtuj3v1bsrzyF5Bty2AVWqpNjiIUjPU%3D&reserved=0


From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, May 27, 2021 8:24:20 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Lori Coffaro

Email: spadzrox@yahoo.com

Phone: (914) 409-2851

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 230 MAMARONECK avenue 5

City / Town: Mamaroneck

State: New York

Zip Code: 10543

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I’m trying to find out times for the gray S shuttle
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From: Lorraine Rodriguez
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Cc: gianaris@nysenate.gov
Subject: Metro North/Penn Station Project
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 1:20:04 PM

To whom it may concern.

I am a resident of Woodside, Queens.  Amtrak runs alongside my home and while we are used to 8 or so trains per
day, we understand this project will increase the number of Metro North trains into the hundreds.  Upon seeing plans
to go forth with this project on tv, is residents no longer feel it is a proposal.   This project was never put before a
community board so residents could hold a meeting and voice our concerns.  My community has a pen and paper
petition circulating and will be sent to your office.
I am hoping at this time you can shed some light on if and when this project can expect to take place.
 What about the constant noise and vibration? What would that do to the structure of our homes??  What about our
quality of life?? (it’s going to be like living next to the el) not to mention the decrease in property value.  Has
anyone given thought to those matters and to residents who live alongside Amtrak? 

I very much look forward to hearing back from you.

Regards,

Lorraine Rodriguez

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Martina Molloy
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: proposed metro north-penn station project
Date: Sunday, July 4, 2021 6:37:18 PM

Hello
I live in woodside and have just heard about a plan to allow metro north trains to use the existing Amtrak train lines
that run through my neighbourhood and right by my apartment. This is a beautiful area to live in and the small
number of trains that run past my home are really not an issue BUT increasing that number in the numbers that I
have seen quoted is UNBELIEVABLE. This is a quality of life issue: noise, pollution etc and the decrease in my
property value. I need to know what the plans are and how I may have a voice in this process.
Sincerely
Martina Molloy
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 11:22:04 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: marty gaon

Email: marty@apogee-lighting.com

Phone: (516) 406-0917

Company / Organization: Apogee Lighting

Job Title / Position: Vice President

Street Address: 593 Acorn Street

City / Town: Deer Park

State: New York

Zip Code: 11729

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Media Request

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: PLease add me to project mailing list

Thank you
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From: Mary
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Co-op City Metro-North station entrance location
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 9:20:51 PM

 
Re: Penn Station Access Metro-North station entrance location in Co-op City.
 
Co-op City is very enthusiastic about the coming Metro North stop. It will be a boon
for many of our cooperators.
 
We do however fear the negative affect the planned station entrance placement will
have on Erskine Place and the whole of Section 5. The area already deals with an
enormous amount of traffic, especially on school day mornings.
 
What we request is two entrances to the planned station, both a front and rear
entrance, instead of the current stated plan to locate the Co-op City Metro North
Station: “at street level along Erskine Place, with station access at De Reimer
Avenue”
 
The plan to place the sole station entrance at that location is a troublesome one. That
sentiment was powerfully expressed by our Section 5 residents at the MTA meeting
held here in Co-op City more than two years ago. The presenters, when informed of
the inevitable traffic problem said, “We’ll just make Erskine a one-way street.”
 
Has the station placement decision been more thoughtfully re-examined since then?
 
The solution is a simple on, and one suggested by our Assemblyman Michael
Benedetto many pre-covid months ago. Install an additional station entrance on the
southern side of the tracks, the side heading toward Connecticut, directly across the
tracks from the planned entrance on Erskine Place at De Reimer Avenue.
 
A service vehicle road already exists at that location and is an ideal drop off and
pickup area. The service road is much more accessible for your potential passengers
coming from outside of Co-op City since it is reachable by heading west on Pelham
Parkway from City Island/Orchard Beach or from the Pelham Parkway east
turnaround.
 
The station will surely be a benefit to our residents, and if situated properly – by being
doubly accessible – will not become a gridlock disaster for Section 5, our immediate
neighbors, the whole of Co-op City, and passengers from communities outside of Co-
op City. Please save all-of-the-above from becoming embroiled in an inevitable
Erskine Avenue traffic jam.
 
Thank you very much for your attention to this issue.
 
Mary Pearson
100 Erdman Pl Apt. 22A
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Bronx, NY 10475
718 320 1922
718 219 2211 text
mpjazz@optonline.net
mpearson@riverbayboard.com
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. MATT KAMPER: Okay. Good evening. My name is Matt 

Kamper and I'm here tonight to give my full support towards 

this project Penn Station Access. This has been a project that 

has been in the making for a very long time and I'm really 

excited that this project is finally going to be going through. 

As one of the fellow public speakers, Connecticut Department of 

Transportation Commissioner Joe Giulietti said earlier, this is 

gonna be a huge benefit especially in a situation like what 

happened many years ago 125th Street in Harlem with that big 

fire that caused the suspension of service and just absolutely 

headaches for thousands of riders. This is going to be a 

gamechanger as this is going to allow Metro-North riders to be 

able in the event of something like that especially on the New 

Haven Line to be able to go to Penn Station and it's gonna give 

Metro North a second home for riders which it's gonna be a big 

benefit. 

Also, it's going to benefit people in Eastern Bronx. Don't 

-- they don't have much option for public transportation right 

now and this is gonna be a game changer and I also believe this 

is gonna be a game changer for people who may need to get for 

whatever reason between Long Island and let's say the Eastern 

Bronx or Westchester County or Connecticut who uses Metro-North. 

No longer will they have to go to Grand Central Terminal. They 

can get off at Penn Station and right away get on Metro-North 

and head over to Hells Gate Bridge to get at to whatever their 

destination is. 

And I wanna wish the best of luck to Janno, his team, and 

Cathy and your team on this project. I'm really excited to see 

this project continue to move forward. Thank you so much.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Monday, June 21, 2021 4:20:52 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Michael Amabile

Email: michael.amabile@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10463

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: The proposals should do more to maximize the station areas and build real places
for the community. Not just stairs to the platforms. Additionally, what are the plans for the
next phase of PSA with the alternative to run the Hudson Line trains down the Empire Line to
Penn Station?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 12:12:39 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Michael Oleaga

Email: mikeo498@aim.com

Phone: (929) 420-3138

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 10472

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Hello. I’m a strong proponent of this project. It is severely long overdue and uses
largely existing tracks. This will help alleviate congestion especially in my neighborhood
which borders Hunts Point and Soundview in The Bronx and will benefit neighboring
neighborhoods of Parkchester. This can boost tourism into the Bronx as well with quicker
commutes to the borough. Thank you.
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From: Michael Quinn
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Comment on Hellgate metro north expansion
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 3:24:59 PM

Hello,

I live in Boulevard gardens in Queens directly over the Hellgate Amtrak line. I strongly disapprove of the expansion.
The Metro North Hellgate expansion would radically impact my family’s experience of living in Boulevard
Gardens, and obviously do significant damage to my property value. I hope you consider the damage to the lives of
those living along the tracks. If this passes, I hope you seriously consider noise deadening walls or other such noise
reduction strategies along the line where people are living.

Sincerely,
Michael Quinn
Boulevard Gardens resident
Woodside, NY 11377
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 9, 2021 5:05:44 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Michelle Helfrich

Email: michelle2327@gmail.com

Phone: (718) 521-9964

Company / Organization: NYCEDC

Job Title / Position: NYC Ferry Watchfloor Operator

Street Address: 2505 Westervelt Ave

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10469

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: This is so very exciting!! The extra transit access, will be extremely beneficial to the
Bronx.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 3:17:31 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Mike Sullivan

Email: BANTRY2019@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10471

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Just a general inquiry: why will trains come down the East Bronx, go to Queens and
then back into Manhattan?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 3:01:38 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Natalie Re

Email: njre02@gmail.com

Phone: (203) 725-8619

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10463

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I think its wonderful to see MNR expanding service, especially for people who live
in East Bronx, but my comment is that MTA charges 2.75 and a ticket vs MNR is $7 and up,
and does not offer a free ride or transfer within 2 hours. The cost to ride MNR is the biggest
complaint among NYers.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Monday, June 28, 2021 4:09:24 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Nelson Beltran

Email: nobeltutor@nerdynel.me

Phone: (917) 769-9950

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town: New Rochelle

State: New York

Zip Code: 10801

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Good afternoon:

I'd like to begin by stating that I strongly support the Penn Station Access project. It would
make traveling by transit much easier for me, as I work in Long Island and have family in The
Bronx. That said, I do have a few questions and comments concerning the MTA proposal
outlined in the NEPA EA:

1) The EA states that one Stamford train and one New Rochelle train would operate during
off-peak hours. Would both of these trains make all stops in The Bronx? The EA wasn't too
clear on this - I certainly hope this is the case! Half-hourly service should be the minimum,
though I think more service is warranted.

2) I question the proposed Co-op City station location, which is under a highway in the middle
of nowhere. Has the MTA examined other alternatives for the modified Pelham Bay
interlocking that could allow the MTA to place the platform further east - ideally near the
existing bus terminal on Earhart Lane?

3) For the Parkchester station location, even if MTA cannot build the platform further west
due to the curve, is it not possible to construct an entryway from the platform's west end to
Unionport Road and/or White Plains Road, for better connections with existing buses?
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Thank you for your time and consideration. Have a great day!
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From: nelson sweeting
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 5:45:24 PM

I live in coop city and very aware of the proposed site

my concern is about the parking in this area which has our buses

entering an exiting on Eskine place.

Nelson Sweeting
Section Five Association
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 6:35:10 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Nicholas Acabeo

Email: nycnea@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position: Urban Planning Student

Street Address: 741 Thieriot Avenue

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10473

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: -Working with the city to zone the areas around the new stations for dense, mixed
use, transit oriented development is crucial to allow for more New Yorkers to live in close
proximity to the new transportation mode.

-When building the stations, perhaps provisions should be made for development above them.

-Stations should protect patrons from adverse weather conditions like snow and rain, and
shade from the sun across the platform (but also allow for diffused natural light during the day
for energy savings). Platform level doors and platforms with air conditioning/heating would
make the stations significantly more pleasant in the more extreme seasons.

-Highly consider a western connection to the Parkchester station at the Unionport Road Bridge
for riders walking from the Bx39 and soon re-routed Bx36 bus stops.

-Information regarding arrivals and departures and delays should be visible from street level
outside the station using large/bright LED screens. Nice to know before walking into the
station.

-The Bx5 has long been slowed by heavy traffic on its route to and from Hunts Point Avenue.
This is particularly bad leading to and along Bruckner Boulevard crossing the Bronx River.
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The state is currently implementing the Hunts Point Interstate Access plan. The Bx5 and soon
SBS Bx6 could use prioritization through that bottleneck in the form of queue jump signals,
bus lanes, and traffic signal priority. The would significantly reduce travel time from areas of
Soundview south of Brucker Boulevard.

-Work with the city to prioritize buses, pedestrians, and micro-mobility (bicycles, bike share,
electric scooter) access to the stations. We need bus lanes, traffic signal prioritization, safe
street crossings for all routes to and from the stations.

-Consider a pedestrian/bicycle bridge over the Bronx River at Lafayette Avenue. This would
allow Soundview/Castle Hill/Clason Point residents better access to the stations via
walking/micro-mobility and Hunts Point residents better access to Soundview Park. Combined
with a parking protected bicycle lane on Lafayette Avenue this would be a an excellent travel
route.

-The current price for a trip from Fordham Road to Grand Central is multiple times that of the
subway for example. To draw users, the service should be more competitively priced,
especially considering the median income of the communities surrounding the proposed
stations.

-Frequent reliable service is critical to drawing riders, also hours of operation to allow those
who work non-traditional hours usage or just for general transportation for recreation.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Nick Dattilo: When are they going to fix the land they ruined along Larchmont & 
Mamaroneck? Thousands of trees cut down and nothing but gravel for hundreds 
of feet, Will they do the same for this new line? 

Nick Dattilo: Is there an environmental report for the tree cutting done in 
Westchester? 

Nick Dattilo: Why are my questiaons being censored? 

Nick Dattilo: Did they offer these sound dampening enhancements  to those in 
Larchmont and Mamaroneck? 

Nick Dattilo: WHERE ARE ALL OF THE TREES ON THE NEW HAVEN LINE 

Nick Dattilo: Are any residents going to be able to speak? 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, June 11, 2021 1:19:37 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Nitesh Goyal

Email: nitesh.apps@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town: New Haven

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06510

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: This is a very important project and I would like to see this happen faster than the
projected timeline. The project will connect CT and NY economy further and would dock new
opportunities. Please prioritize this even further and make it happen by the end of 2022.
Thanks
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 12:55:54 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: oliver Chessler

Email: olchessler@gmail.com

Phone: (940) 940-8847

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 175 W 72ND ST, 7h

City / Town: NEW YORK

State: New York

Zip Code: 10023

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Maybe find ways to recycle materials that can be recycled
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 3:41:48 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Otto Vondrak

Email: otto@railfan.com

Phone: (585) 820-2341

Company / Organization: Railfan & Railroad Magazine

Job Title / Position: Managing Editor

Street Address: 87 Longview Terrace

City / Town: Rochester

State: New York

Zip Code: 14609

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: As someone who grew up riding the Harlem and New Haven Lines most of my life,
I'm excited to see this worthwhile expansion of service into the South Bronx as well as adding
Penn Station as another downtown destination. This is an excellent way to increase mobility
through the region. I encourage Metro-North to look at additional through-route corridors that
could benefit from service, possibly including the Hudson Line as well.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:17:57 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Patter Son

Email: pattersontraveler@anon.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 12564

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Why not restore Express Train service to/from Wassaic first?

Then maybe we can get on board with this idea - especially if the MTA could gain more
customers to commute to the Bronx. I know several people who would buy a monthly ticket
immediately.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 12:02:01 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Peter Duncan

Email: p.duncan28@gmail.com

Phone: (914) 960-8159

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 158 Diamond Street

City / Town: Brooklyn

State: New York

Zip Code: 11222

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Please include at least one station in queens preferably in Sunnyside/LIC for easy
transfers with NYCT. Additionally include lower fares within NYC. Lastly headways have to
be at least every fifteen minutes for this to be an worthwhile endeavor.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2021 11:16:25 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Peter Greenberg

Email: nextseventrain@gmail.com

Phone: (718) 938-1760

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 3435 87 Street

City / Town: JACKSON HEIGHTS

State: New York

Zip Code: 11372

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Bronx stations' fares need to be same as subway fare (and included in unlimited
MetroCard), otherwise they will succumb to same fate as earlier stations in similar locations
that closed in 1930s. Few in Bronx will pay the $19.50 peak r/t fare, or monthly $216 when
they probably still need subway fare to complete their trip.

The new stations stand a fighting chance of working if you make using them equivalent to the
subway in terms of fare.

Without such a commitment on fares, this is little more than an attempt to get well-heeled
Connecticut and Westchester commuters slightly closer to the Hudson Yards shopping mall.
Although it probably won't even do that.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 12:12:08 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Phillip Roncoroni

Email: goodcowfilms@hotmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 11375

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Any additional access for transit starved communities is great, however your
commuter rail city zone fares are absolutely overpriced.

In the San Francisco Bay Area, which also has a very high cost of living, an SFMUNI monthly
pass (equivalent to NYCT) is $81. But for only $98 ($17 more, or 21%), it also includes
BART (LIRR/MNRR equivalent) access within the city zone.

Here in New York State, the NYCT bus and subway pass and commuter rail passes are
completely separate, and add hundreds of additional dollars per month in costs for access to
both.

Lower your city zone fares. Also eliminate conductors on your commuter rails, retrain them
for other positions like engineers to run more service, and instead implement periodic proof of
payment spot checks. Your commuter rail cost structures are absolutely broken.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 2:21:50 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Ramiro Vidal

Email: ramvid01@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 220-4178

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 9801 67th Avenue, Apt. 2R

City / Town: Rego Park

State: New York

Zip Code: 11374

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: This is an excellent project that will improve the commute times to Bronx residents.
Furthermore the MTA should also consider adding another stop on Northern Boulevard that
would help provide a direct rail connection between Queens and the Bronx and give riders
more flexibility in their options in traveling in the region.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 11:12:53 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Rebecca Hyams

Email: rebecca.hyams@gmail.com

Phone: (516) 318-9053

Company / Organization: Borough of Manhattan Community College

Job Title / Position: Assistant Professor

Street Address: 1603 Hobart Ave Apt 3A

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10461

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I'm excited to hear that this plan is moving forward as someone who lives in the
East Bronx and works in lower Manhattan. My main concern or question is about connecting
service to the planned train stations. Will bus routes be adjusted to make it easier to connect to
these stations? The closest station planned to where I live would probably be Morris Park, but
what buses will connect to the station? Will it be easy for people living in Throgs
Neck/Waterbury/Pelham Bay to get to this new station by bus?

Because while I'm excited over the prospect of shorter travel times to my office, it won't really
save me that much time if it takes 20-30 minutes to get to the new station by bus. (I live off the
Bx8 and near the Bx24 bus.) Westchester Square (where all the buses from here pass through
to get to the Morris Park area) is very crowded and full of traffic and just the prospect of going
through there to get to the new station will probably add quite a bit to travel time. 

Also, while the travel time from station to station will be shorter, it also doesn't mean much if
the service isn't frequent (why wait at Penn for a train when the subway runs trains every 3-5
minutes in rush hour?). Will service be offered at a high frequency for these new stations?
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Comment submitted by phone 
May 28, 2021 
 
Rick Landau: Hi my name is Rick Landau. I’ve received your letter regarding the 
Penn Station Access Project. I’m a property owner. If someone could give me a 
call back, I just have some questions. My number is 917-359-8644. That’s 917-
359-8644. I am the owner of 18-81 East Tremont Avenue. Thank you.  
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 11:07:42 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Robert Mendelson

Email: rmmfirst@optonline.net

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: Alabama

Zip Code: 10530

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Please add a stop in Astoria. 

Otherwise, the environmental impact is positive as it increases transit usage. Please do not get
bogged down in too many details for this study.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Friday, May 28, 2021 11:33:13 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Robert Rogucki

Email: rogucki86@outlook.com

Phone: (475) 223-2457

Company / Organization: CTECS

Job Title / Position: Student

Street Address: 15 Jeanetti Drive

City / Town: Derby

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06418

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: What’s the planned service pattern? Will some Danbury and New Canaan branch
trains be going to Penn? Will the Waterbury branch go to Penn in the future? How often will
trains run to New Haven?
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 9:01:02 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Robert Walker

Email: stambobpwr1@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization: Garg Consulting Services, Inc.

Job Title / Position: Senior Traction Power Engineer

Street Address: 1 Three Lakes Drive

City / Town: Stamford

State: Connecticut

Zip Code: 06902

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: No comments at this time but please add me to your mailing list.
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From: Sandra Elie
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Hell Gate Line
Date: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 5:07:08 PM

I’m writing to protest this line running through my community. This line will affect the quality of life of this
residential community. The sound of the trains, the opening up the community with more commuters. I don’t
understand why they do not open this on northern boulevard. This is area is already commercial plus it would
connect with the other train stations on northern boulevard.

I’ve seen what is done when a train is out in the middle of a quiet residential community. It brings with it the
homeless population, pollution and crowds.  In addition we as residents have a parking problem and with the train
parking will get worse.

I ask that you relocate to northern boulevard and not destroy a quiet residential area.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Sarah Abel
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North Station
Date: Saturday, July 3, 2021 4:01:03 PM

"Don't clog up Sect 5 State Planners ! We  need accessibility from both sides of the tracks"

Thank you
Sarah Abel
120 Erskine Place 
Bronx N.Y. 10475
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 1:26:31 AM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Scott Whipple

Email: scotty1705@yahoo.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town:

State: New York

Zip Code: 10023

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: While I respect the goals of this project, please don't make it take longer to get
to/from New Haven than it already does. 2 hours plus is a long commute and Amtrak is no
faster thanks to using Hell Gate, in fact it's just more expensive.
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From: Stephanie McGregor
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Metro North Station at Coop City
Date: Thursday, July 1, 2021 5:35:10 PM

Good afternoon: 
I write to give an opinion re the station. Yes!
That said, there are other concerns we should be aware of. 
Co-op City need Metro North station accessibility from both sides of the tracks. 
North and South and east and west. 
Otherwise it will be a nightmare. 
Thank you. 
Stephanie McGregor 
100 Elgar Place, #18B
Bronx, New York 10475 (coop city)
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 5:33:34 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Stephen Conklin

Email: stephenmconklin@gmail.com

Phone: (917) 622-3368

Company / Organization: Ultra DNT

Job Title / Position: IT Data Analyst

Street Address: 7158 72 Place

City / Town: Glendale

State: New York

Zip Code: 11385

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: Add a stop in SUNNYSIDE QUEENS for LIRR transfer.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 1:20:59 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Steve Boatti

Email: sboatti@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10471

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: I know the environmental assessment says there will be no new parking at the new
stations. But I urge you to add at least some parking at Coop City. This is an out-of-the-way
station that could benefit from some customers driving there from nearby neighborhoods. And
even a small parking area would increase the number of train customers. Thank you.
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 9:20:28 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Tina Ruggiero

Email: tinaruggierorealtor@gmail.com

Phone: (646) 208-6137

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position: Realtor

Street Address: 490 Minnieford Avenue

City / Town: Bronx

State: New York

Zip Code: 10464

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Media Request

Subject: General Comment

Message: This project is long overdue and needed especially in the areas it is slated for in the
Bronx. My husband and I have been strong proponents of this project since we first sat in on
the original presentation at Fordham University Rose Hall. Let’s get the party started the areas
this will be in have been underserved by fore t access to Penn Stattion and it will help along
the NorthEast Bronx corridor.
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Unidentified: how much will the project cost? 
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting  
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 
Comment submitted via Q&A Function 

Unidentified: What is the compensation plan for Queens resident for reducing 
homes values because of the noise? 
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Sunday, June 20, 2021 4:33:57 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Vincent Macchia

Email: rais.git@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 1 Shearwood Place

City / Town: New Rochelle

State: New York

Zip Code: 10801

Join Mailing List: Yes, add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: General Comment

Message: I would love to see this get traction and I would use this daily!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form2
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2021 1:51:36 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: Vincent Perrelli

Email: countvincenzo@aol.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address: 17 Paladin Drive

City / Town: Wilmington

State: Delaware

Zip Code: 19802

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Comment

Subject: NEPA Environmental Assessment / Section 4(f)

Message: Welcome! Can't wait!
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From: Squarespace
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Form Submission - New Form
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 4:46:58 PM

Sent via form submission from Penn Station Access

Name: William Meehan

Email: william.meehan.620@gmail.com

Phone:

Company / Organization:

Job Title / Position:

Street Address:

City / Town: Brooklyn

State: New York

Zip Code: 11238

Join Mailing List: No, do not add me to the project mailing list

Message Type: Inquiry

Message: This is a great project, but a few things should be improved. First, Metro-North
should coordinate with NYCT for bus and bike connections to the train. This should mean
locating proposed stations as close to bus routes as possible, which may require moving them
from their proposed EIS locations. It will also mean adding abundant secure bike parking near
stations, with room for CitiBike docks later. As a positive, it is great that Metro-North is not
considering car parking at these stations, since private automobiles are an outdated technology
incompatible with city life, transit, and the climate crisis.

Second, Metro-North should focus on off-peak reverse-peak travel too, both for better
efficiency and improving connections from the Bronx to jobs in Stamford. Third, Metro-North
should explore a joint procurement with New Jersey Transit for dual-voltage trainsets that can
run through Penn Station.

Most importantly, Metro-North should grade separate the junction in New Rochelle as part of
this project. This would completely eliminate conflicts where southbound trains – currently
Amtrak but soon to include PSA trains as well – must cross in front of express trains. A
relatively prudent and inexpensive improvement, it would future-proof this investment for
frequency increases when it proves popular, and it would prevent delays from cascading
through the New Haven Line.
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From: William Natal
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access property of interest letter.
Date: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 10:37:35 AM
Importance: High

We received a letter today discussing the Penn Station Access and possible property acquisition.
 
The address in question is 1571 Bronx River Ave / BBL: 2039100115
 
In that letter, is stated a letter was sent to us on May 5, 2021, identifying our building as a “property
of interest” but we don’t seem to have that letter.  Can you send us a copy?
 
William Natal
IT & Facilities Manager
E-J Electric Installation Co.
Direct: 347-396-9400
Office: 718-786-9400
Cell: 347-865-2778
www.ej1899.com
"Our Third Century of Excellence"
P Please consider the environment before printing this email
 

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.
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Comment submitted by phone 
June 1, 2021 
 
Wilson Ribadeneira: Hello my name is Will Ribadeneira and I would like to review 
a paper version of the Environmental Assessment. My cell phone is 917-981-5725. 
Again, it’s 917-981-5725.  
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From: Yevgeny Sorokin
To: Penn Station Access Outreach
Subject: Penn Station Access Project
Date: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 7:22:57 PM

Good evening,

I would like to say that I’m very concern with the Penn Station Access Project since I live by the
Amtrack line where you planning to run new MTA trains.  My question is what would you do to
reduce the noise and how will you compensate me for my home value decreasing because of
excessive noise?  Is there a department that I have to send a complain to be compensated for my
home value deprecation or should this be done thru the court?

Thank you
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MTA Metro-North Penn Station Access Project Public Meeting 
Held Virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

MR. YUKI ENDO: I support both MNRR Penn Station Study along 

with LIRR East Side Access. 

When it is completed with LIRR East Side Access, CityTicket 

should be combined to make make one way fare with MNRR/LIRR at 

Penn Station and GCT. 

All my friends want MTA to build two MNRR Stations in 

Astoria for 31st St/Ditmars Blvd and Northern Blvd-54th St-

Broadway to be added to MNRR Penn Station Study project will 

make either for Bronx-Queens-Westchester-CT commute, well as M60 

SBS, Q19, Q101, Q18 connection, well as (N)(W) at Ditmars Blvd, 

(M)(R) at Northern Blvd. Also with cooperation with LIRR, MNRR 

also should make stop at Sunnyside Station as well depends where 

MNRR will go. 

This will connect residents of Astoria, Queen, eastern 

Bronx, Westchester County and Connecticut since all these areas 

have museums, point of interest, shopping retails. 

I also like to see Q53 SBS, Q70 SBS to expand to Northern 

Blvd/Broadway/54th St to connect with MNRR Astoria Station and 

MNRR Northeast Bronx. 

Also MNRR, LIRR and Amtrak should work together to fix Hell 

Gate’s Bridge because I seen from some youtube videos, Amtrak 

doesn’t seem to take good care of Hell Gate’s Bridge. 

If you built MNRR Stations in Astoria or Sunnyside-

Woodside,, Queens, I would have faster ride to Bronx or CT since 

taking subways are slow.
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