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Press Release August 24, 2020

LIRR IMMEDIATE

Governor Cuomo Announces New Hyde Park Grade Crossing Eliminated and Road Reopened
Ahead of Schedule

Project Completed Two Months Ahead of Schedule

Third of Eight LIRR Grade Crossings Eliminated 

  Milestone in Broader LIRR Expansion Project that Includes Transformative Third Track that will Reduce Congestion and Delays

See Video of Project Here And Ribbon Cutting Photos Here

View Before and After Photos Here

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced the opening of New Hyde Park Road to vehicular traffic as the elimination and reconstruction of the New
Hyde Park railroad crossing has been completed on budget and two months ahead of schedule. This is the latest step in the broader Long Island
Railroad Expansion Project that will add a third track from Floral Park to Hicksville to reduce train congestion and delays. The grade crossing, located in
the villages of New Hyde Park and Garden City, is the third of eight street-level crossings along the LIRR Main Line eliminated as part of the LIRR
Expansion Project from Floral Park to Hicksville.

"The New Hyde Park Road grade crossing has been a traffic nightmare for decades, and fixing it was easier said than done. I'm proud to say we've just
opened the new grade crossing on budget and two months ahead of schedule," Governor Cuomo said. "With one more crossing eliminated, we are
looking forward to fewer delays for LIRR and a transit network that can support a 21st century economy for Long Island and New York."

The newly opened New Hyde Park Road features a new four-lane underpass with pedestrian sidewalks on the east and west sides of the underpass. An
ADA-compliant pedestrian bridge over the road will provide for easier access to the renovated New Hyde Park Station. There is also a dedicated left-turn
lane from southbound New Hyde Park Road to Clinch Avenue and from northbound New Hyde Park Road to Plaza Avenue.

Janno Lieber, President of MTA Construction & Development, said, "Finishing a huge upgrade like this one ahead of schedule demonstrates how
the MTA is delivering projects faster, better and cheaper than ever before. Under Governor Cuomo's leadership we have undertaken over 100 LIRR
Projects across Long Island, and they have remained on track right through the COVID-19 crisis."

Phillip Eng, President of MTA Long Island Rail Road, said, "The elimination of the New Hyde Park Road grade crossing has enhanced safety and
reliability for all those that use New Hyde Park Road. This project improves our operations, reduces traffic congestion and improves the environment
through the elimination of these crossing gates. This along with our industry leading efforts to improve grade crossing safety through the use of
reflectorized delineators and our collaboration with Waze demonstrates our commitment to improving the quality of life for all Long Islanders. I'm proud of
our workforce as they continue to step up and deliver during these unprecedented times."

The grade crossing was closed to vehicular traffic and pedestrians on Feb. 3. Over the past several months, crews installed soldier piles, excavated soil
to depress the roadway under the tracks, and built the new 3,350-ton railroad bridge and tunnel structure on the south side of the tracks.

During a double-track outage from July 11-12, MTA Construction & Development, MTA Long Island Rail Road and design-build contractor 3TC removed
the existing rail infrastructure to allow for excavation which was followed by the installation of the new 75-foot, three-bay bridge. The innovative bridge
installation methods on this design build project using hydraulics to push the bridge in place over a single weekend, first used for the Urban Avenue
grade separation, was the first such use in North America. It was the second major milestone in two weeks for the LIRR Expansion Project following the
roll-in of the LIRR's Glen Cove Road Bridge, 3.4 miles to the east in Carle Place.

Last summer, crews installed bridges to replace previous at-grade railroad crossings at Covert Avenue, four tenths of a mile to the west in New Hyde
Park, and Urban Avenue, 6.4 miles to the east in New Cassel. Work is now underway to replace the railroad crossing at School Street, on the border of
Westbury and New Cassel.

LIRR Expansion Project from Floral Park to Hicksville

The LIRR Expansion Project will add a third track from Floral Park to Hicksville, reducing train congestion and delays and enabling true bi-directional
service during peak hours. This transformative work includes several related projects, including the construction of additional parking garages and
improved station access, retaining and sound attenuation walls, improvements to rail bridges and the removal of the eight street-level railroad crossings

MTA Press Releases Select Language ​▼

Home Schedules Fares & Tolls Maps Planned Service Changes MTA Info Doing Business With Us Transparency

http://www.mta.info/
https://new.mta.info/accessibility
http://assistive.usablenet.com/tt/www.mta.info
https://new.mta.info/customer-self-service
https://new.mta.info/careers
https://new.mta.info/contact-us
https://metrota2.prod.acquia-sites.com/mta/lirr
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DJqh0u-z6bsQ%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&data=02%7C01%7Cadonovan%40mtahq.org%7C3063d84582a44a88898608d84858792c%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C1%7C637338892110474229&sdata=KR1MHqdj6zn7s41b8%2BQonWy69ovub0u8vSlMqGwn52U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fgovernorandrewcuomo%2Falbums%2F72157715616931943&data=02%7C01%7Cadonovan%40mtahq.org%7C3063d84582a44a88898608d84858792c%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C1%7C637338892110484183&sdata=gNC1VlW2PK6Ycama3fymASzD7KlQIKX3ilmcXTgehMw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.ny.gov%2Fsites%2Fgovernor.ny.gov%2Ffiles%2Fatoms%2Ffiles%2FLIRR_Project_Before_and_After.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cadonovan%40mtahq.org%7C3063d84582a44a88898608d84858792c%7C79c07380cc9841bd806b0ae925588f66%7C0%7C1%7C637338892110484183&sdata=g0Bxo6qy3y7sFoM4w1R7gmXpoE2i4Xcn5gsCvtHWGNY%3D&reserved=0
https://metrota2.prod.acquia-sites.com/press-releases
http://www.mta.info/
http://www.mta.info/schedules
https://new.mta.info/fares-and-tolls
https://new.mta.info/maps
https://new.mta.info/planned-service-changes
http://web.mta.info/about
https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us
https://new.mta.info/transparency


4/2/23, 8:22 AM MTA | Press Release | LIRR | Governor Cuomo Announces New Hyde Park Grade Crossing Eliminated and Road Reopened Ahead of Schedule

https://metrota2.prod.acquia-sites.com/press-release/lirr/governor-cuomo-announces-new-hyde-park-grade-crossing-eliminated-and-road 2/2

in the corridor. Construction is being handled in a way to minimize the impact on daily routines, with extensive mitigation and public outreach efforts to
local communities.

Recent project milestones include:

A new bay for the third track was added to the Plainfield Ave Bridge in Floral Park in April 2020.
Linden Avenue pedestrian underpass in Floral Park extended to accommodate three tracks and reopened to public April 2020
A new three track rail road bridge was installed at Glen Cove Road Bridge in June 2020.
Installed pedestrian bridge at Carle Place Station in June 2020 as part of ongoing full station modernization.
School Street in Westbury was closed to traffic May 2020 and excavation is underway. A railroad bridge and tunnel is under construction and the

grade separated road is on schedule for a November 2020 reopening.
In August the project reached 35,000 linear feet of installed retaining/sound wall.
Harrison Avenue Parking Garage in Mineola is constructed and full build out will be completed in September.

The LIRR Expansion Project is part of a multibillion-dollar modernization of the Long Island Railroad, the largest investment the railroad has received in
decades. Once the work is complete, the LIRR will have improved safety, capacity and redundancy with a third track through this corridor improving
service, reliability and increased operational flexibility to support reverse commutes and changing travel patterns as businesses and Long Islanders
reimagine their work practices and travel patterns. For more information about the project visit https://www.amodernli.com/project/thirdtrack/.

Senator Anna M. Kaplan said, "Even with the challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic, the LIRR third track expansion project is continuing to hit
important milestones on time and on budget. The elimination of the New Hyde Park grade crossing is a win-win for the community, enhancing safety and
alleviating traffic in our community. I applaud the hard working men and women who worked tirelessly on this great achievement, and I thank Governor
Cuomo for setting an ambitious agenda to improve the MTA and modernize the Long Island Railroad."

Assemblyman Ed Ra said, "The re-opening of New Hyde Park Road is a major milestone for this project. I thank Villages of Garden City and New Hyde
Park and the 3TC team for their coordination in minimizing the disruption during construction and look forward to restored access to this major
thoroughfare as our local businesses and schools are re-opening from the COVID-19 pandemic."

Nassau County Executive Laura Curran said, "The completion of the New Hyde Park overpass is another major milestone met for the LIRR
Expansion Project, a landmark reached regardless of the many unforeseen obstacles we've encountered this year. The third track project will play a big
role in supporting transit-oriented development throughout Nassau County which is key to helping to grow our communities for generations to come."

New Hyde Park Mayor Lawrence J. Montreuil said, "The people of the Village of New Hyde Park are delighted to see the early reopening of New
Hyde Park Road as part of the LIRR expansion project."

https://www.amodernli.com/project/thirdtrack/

