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Press Release March 1, 2020

Bridges & Tunnels IMMEDIATE

MTA Announces Roadway Improvements from Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge Merge to Gowanus
Expressway

Project Also Improves Fort Hamilton Parkway Exiting and Signage to Staten Island

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) today announced the start of construction to improve traffic flow from the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge to
the eastbound Gowanus Expressway. This will reduce congestion for drivers heading into Brooklyn and Manhattan during morning and afternoon peak
periods.

The Gowanus Expressway, part of I-278, runs six miles between the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge and Hugh L. Carey (formerly Brooklyn-Battery)
Tunnel/Brooklyn-Queens Expressway Interchange. An average of more than 60,000 vehicle per day currently travel eastbound from the Verrazzano-
Narrows Bridge to the Gowanus Expressway.

"This roadway upgrade is another example of how the MTA is working with state and city agencies to deliver projects faster and cheaper,” said Janno
Lieber, President of MTA Construction & Development. “This project is a win-win for New Yorkers -- saving drivers time and cutting environmental
impacts from tailpipe emissions."

“The project is a beneficial time-saver for commuters who travel between Staten Island and Manhattan every day and those motorists who exit at Fort
Hamilton Parkway,” said Daniel DeCrescenzo, Acting President MTA Bridges and Tunnels. “Plus, the project will reduce the potential for collisions
and improve the overall safety of the bridge.”

The project will widen the segment of the roadway from 92nd Street to the Fort Hamilton Parkway exit, reducing traffic-weaving and eliminating a current
bottleneck that results in traffic back-ups. Motorists will collectively save an estimated 1,000 hours daily and more than 360,000 travel time hours
annually. The time savings amounts to the elimination of more than 1,500 tons of carbon emissions per year.

Currently two lanes from the upper level and two lanes from the lower level of the bridge converge near 92nd Street onto the Gowanus Expressway.
Then, east of 92nd Street, the four-lane roadway drops to three lanes. Eliminating the existing lane drop will improve the traffic flow and potentially
reduce collisions in this segment by 20 percent.

The new construction will expand the Fort Hamilton Parkway exit ramp to two lanes and add a fourth eastbound lane from the Verrazzano to the Fort
Hamilton Parkway exit. The project will also improve signage on the westbound roadway heading to the Staten Island-bound Verrazzano. Variable
electronic message signs (VMS) and advance lane-use signals will be installed as a result to enhance the motorist experience.

MTA Bridges and Tunnels has partnered with regional transportation partners including the New York State Department of Transportation and New York
City Department of Transportation to expedite delivery of this project in a cost-effective manner. The $18M contract was awarded to DeFoe Corporation
on Dec. 20, 2019. Roadway construction is scheduled to begin Spring 2020 and is expected to be completed in Spring 2021.

The project will maintain existing eastbound and westbound lane capacity during the AM and PM peak periods and will be staged to maintain capacity in
the peak travel direction. The contractor will work in coordination with any other construction projects that may be taking place in adjacent corridors,
minimizing disruptions to traffic.

For more information on MTA Bridges and Tunnels, visit https://new.mta.info/bridges-and-tunnels

MTA Press Releases Select Language ​▼

Home Schedules Fares & Tolls Maps Planned Service Changes MTA Info Doing Business With Us Transparency

http://www.mta.info/
https://new.mta.info/accessibility
http://assistive.usablenet.com/tt/www.mta.info
https://new.mta.info/customer-self-service
https://new.mta.info/careers
https://new.mta.info/contact-us
https://metrota2.prod.acquia-sites.com/mta/bridges-tunnels
https://new.mta.info/bridges-and-tunnels
https://metrota2.prod.acquia-sites.com/press-releases
http://www.mta.info/
http://www.mta.info/schedules
https://new.mta.info/fares-and-tolls
https://new.mta.info/maps
https://new.mta.info/planned-service-changes
http://web.mta.info/about
https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us
https://new.mta.info/transparency

