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NYC Transit IMMEDIATE

MTA Update for L Train Riders

As you know the MTA had previously scheduled a complete shutdown of the  train beginning April 27. The disruption of service was to allow
reconstruction of the two tubes between Manhattan and Brooklyn.

Late last year a design review team of international experts was brought in to review the final plan, and they proposed new construction alternatives and
technology which have been used effectively in other countries and industries. The new methods and means include laser light technology to determine
structural defects, smart fiber optic sensor technology, and carbon fiber wrapping to reinforce components. Some of these alternatives have not been
used by the MTA before and the design integration would be an innovation for the MTA.

The design firm managing the  train project from the beginning has been Parsons Brinckerhoff (now called WSP). WSP has done extensive work
studying the new design alternatives and has informed the MTA (and discussed at a public meeting on January 15) that the proposed construction design
alternatives are indeed applicable to the  train and can significantly reduce construction time and thus the inconvenience to our riders. Therefore, the
total shutdown of both tunnels and all service scheduled for April 27 will not be necessary. We do anticipate a shutdown of one tube on nights and
weekends, however service both ways (between Manhattan and Brooklyn) would be scheduled 24/7.

This project is a major priority for the MTA and reconstruction will be supervised by MTA Capital Construction and overseen by MTA Managing Director
Veronique Hakim. The MTA will also hire an independent consultant to oversee safety operations that will report directly to the Board. The MTA is now
working with the various contractors on a new final construction schedule and contracts which delete some elements of the initial construction plan and
add the new design alternatives. We do not believe the cost of reconstruction will increase, and given the tremendous benefits to the riding public,
reduction in the volume of traffic and savings from the traffic mitigation efforts, it is a clear positive alternative and in the public interest.

We expect the formulation of the final construction schedule and contract completions to take several weeks. The current construction estimate is 15 to
20 months. As soon as we have more definitive information we will provide it to our customers and the public.
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