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Press Release November 17, 2014

Bridges & Tunnels IMMEDIATE

Queens Firm to be Awarded $282.5 Million Contract for Sandy Repairs at Hugh L. Carey Tunnel

MTA Bridges and Tunnels announced today that it plans to award a four-year, $282.5 million contract to Tully Construction Company for repairs and
restoration projects related to damages at the Hugh L. Carey Tunnel caused by Superstorm Sandy.

“We learned just how vital the HLC Tunnel is to the region in 2012 after Superstorm Sandy flooded the tunnel with approximately 60 million gallons of
brackish water compromising the life safety systems in the tunnel,” said MTA Bridges and Tunnels President James Ferrara. “This project will increase
the level of resiliency against future weather events. This is the largest construction contract in our Agency’s history.”

In addition to Sandy restoration, the contract with the Queens-based Tully Construction firm will also include previously planned capital improvements at
the tunnel, formerly known as the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. The coordinated approach of matching Sandy-related restoration with other necessary work
is a more effective way of addressing multiple project needs.

“The public will benefit the most from this optimized approach since it will result in less traffic impact over a shorter duration,” said Deputy Chief Engineer
Romolo DeSantis, who oversees MTA Bridges and Tunnels’ post-Sandy recovery and restoration efforts at the Hugh L. Carey, and Queens Midtown
Tunnels, as well as the Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges Memorial and Cross Bay Veterans Memorial bridges.

The scope of the project includes:

•	Replacing the tunnel’s entire traffic control and communications systems

•	Replacement of the entire tunnel lighting system, including use of new LED light fixtures and emergency way-finding safety lights

•	Replacing the drainage pump and fire line systems

•	Concrete repairs

•	Environmental clean-up to address residual salt, oil and other contaminants swept into the tunnel with Sandy flood waters

•	Replacing tunnel wall tiles, ceiling finishes, catwalks and duct banks

•	Rehabilitation of tunnel curbs and gutters

•	Repaving of tunnel roadways, and

•	Rehabilitation of the Brooklyn toll plaza to improve traffic flow.

A total of 24 construction firms or joint venture teams received the request for proposal under a resolution adopted by the MTA Board in September 2013
allowing Bridges and Tunnels to pre-qualify prospective bidders based on qualifications including experience and expertise in doing tunnel repairs and
financial capabilities based on the complexity of the project. Of those, 14 were deemed eligible and Tully Construction was the low-bidder at $282.5
million.

DeSantis said most of the work will be done during off-peak and nighttime hours. Single tube closures will be necessary but one tube will remain open at
all times, with one lane operating in each direction.

The project is partially funded through a FEMA grant for Sandy-related repairs. MTA entered into an agreement with FEMA in April, which will provide
$403 million for repairs to the Hugh L. Carey and Queens-Midtown Tunnels and measures to prevent damage to the tunnels from future flood events.
The remaining portion of this project, which consists of previously planned capital work, will be funded from MTA B&T’s Capital Budget.

Work on this contract is expected to be completed within approximately four years.

Photo is rendering of work that will be done inside the tunnel and a picture of the tunnel right after Superstorm Sandy. Courtesy MTA Bridges and
Tunnels.

MTA Press Releases Select Language ​▼

Home Schedules Fares & Tolls Maps Planned Service Changes MTA Info Doing Business With Us Transparency

http://www.mta.info/
https://new.mta.info/accessibility
http://assistive.usablenet.com/tt/www.mta.info
https://new.mta.info/customer-self-service
https://new.mta.info/careers
https://new.mta.info/contact-us
https://www.mta.info/mta/bridges-tunnels
https://www.mta.info/press-releases
javascript:void(0)
http://www.mta.info/
http://www.mta.info/schedules
https://new.mta.info/fares-and-tolls
https://new.mta.info/maps
https://new.mta.info/planned-service-changes
http://web.mta.info/about
https://new.mta.info/doing-business-with-us
https://new.mta.info/transparency

